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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

One o f  t h e  t a s k s  t h e t  f e l l s  t o  t h e  K .A .C .  Che i rman

i s  t h e  penn ing  o f  some k i n d  o f  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e

Kareb ine r.  A f t e r  r e a d i n g  Cha i rmen 's  and  Chairwomen's

r e p o r t s  d a t i n g  back  t o  1970 ,  I  have  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e s e

essays a l l  have c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  i n  common. F i r s t ,  t h e r e

i s  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p a s t  s e a s o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  r o c k

schoo l ,  i n  camps, i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  a t

s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  N e x t ,  comes t h e  p r e d i c t a b l e  w a r n i n g

about a p a t h y  and  l a c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f

people who b e l o n g  t o  t h e  c l u b .  F e l l o w  KMCers, I  2M

a f r a i d  t h e  p a t t e r n  rema ins  t h e  same.

Perhaps t h e  k e y n o t e  f o r  t h e  K.M.C.  i n  1977 was

d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .  M o r e  new peop le  where begged,  b u l l i e d ,

or  c a j o l e d  i n t o  s e r v i n g  o n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Commit tee,  w h i l e

o thers  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s

leaders  o f  t r i p s .  T h e  K.M.C.  expanded i t s  Rock Schoo l

t o  a  t h r e e - p a r t  B a s i c  M o u n t a i n e e r i n g  Course ( r o c k ,  snow

and i c e ,  a n d  w i n t e r  t r a v e l )  u n d e r  t h e  a b l e  gu idance  o f

Pe te r  Wood. T h i s  seems t o  have  been a  s u c c e s s f u l  f o r m a t ,

bu t  r e q u i r e d  even  more w o r k ,  t i m e ,  a n d  e f f o r t  o n  t h e  p e r t

o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s .  T h e  E x e c u t i v e  and  g e n e r a l  membership
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are v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e  who made t h e  s c h o o l s

a success .

Our t w o  c a m p s - c l i m b i n g  and h i k i n g - u n d e r  t h e  P b l e

gene ra l sh ips  o f  J i m  Brennen,  a n d  E a r l  Jo rgensen  w i t h

John S t e w a r t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w e r e  a g a i n  s u c c e s s f u l l y

under taken.  I n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  s h o r t e r  e x c u r s i o n s ,  many

s p r i n g ,  summer,  a n d  autumn day  and  weekend t r i p s  were

completed. A  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  summer schedu le  was a

women's d a y  c l i m b  o f  t h e  w e s t  peak  o f  A t .  P r e s t l e y ,  t h e

k i n d  o f  t r i p  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  Chai rman,

should become a  r e g u l a r  c l u b  f e a t u r e .

The c l u b ' s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  rema ins  s t r o n g ,

e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a n y  t a l k  o f  b u i l d i n g

new c a b i n s .  I n  f a c t ,  " t h e  c a b i n  a f f a i r "  now c e n t r e s  o n

the q u e s t i o n  o f  remov ing  c a b i n s  a n d  h u t s .

Our S o c i a l  Chairwomen, Peggy  L e  Page,  o r g a n i z e d  a

round o f  banquets  a n d  s l i d e  shows t h a t  gave  t h e  member-

sh ip  a  chance t o  s o c i a l i z e  t h e  y e a r  r o u n d .  T h a n k s  a r e

again due t o  Peggy and  h e r  many a s s i s t a n t s .

Other commi t tee  cha i rman  a l s o  worked l o n g  and h a r d

i n  1976 .  D e r e k  W i n a n s  ( C o n s e r v a t i o n ) ,  P e t e r  M c I v e r

( S e c r e t a r y ) ,  B o b  Dean ( T r e a s u r e r ) ,  E r i c  N o r t o n  ( T r i p s ) ,

Stan Baker  and  Guy Woods ( C a b i n s  a n d  T r a i l s ) ,  D a v i d

W h i t i n g  ( N e w s l e t t e r ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  my p redecesso rs ,  Dave

Adams a n d  John  C a r t e r ,  a r e  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who d e s e r v e
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c r e d i t  f o r  k e e p i n g  t h e  K.M.C.  i n  o p e r a t i o n .

The second p a r t  o f  my r e p o r t  d e a l s  w i t h  some o f  t h e

problems t h e  K.M.C.  f a c e s .  T h e  Mounta in  Rescue Group

has been d i s c o n t i n u e d  because o f  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  o n

the p o r t  o f  a l l  b u t  a  s m a l l  c o r e  o f  p e o p l e .  O u r  r e l a t i o n -

sh ip  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Moun ta inee r i ng  C lubs  o f  B .C .

has f o u n d e r e d  because o f  l a c k  o f  t i m e  o r  i n c l i n a t i o n  o n

the p a r t  o f  KACers t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  necessa ry  l i a i s o n  wo rk .

Easy access  t o  Mu lvey  Meadows has  p u t  i n c r e a s e d  s t r a i n

on t h e  f r a g i l e  env i ronmen t  o f  t h a t  b a s i n .  S h o u l d  t h e

c lub  d o  a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  C a n  t h e  c l u b  d o

any th ing  abou t  i t ?

The a fo remen t i oned  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e

dilemmas t h a t  a n y  c l u b  f a c e s .  K e e p i n g  i n  mind  t h e  s t a t e d

aims o f  a  c l u b ,  t h e  members s h o u l d  a s k  themse lves  w h a t

the  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  c l u b ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e .  I t

i s  t h e  Cha i rman 's  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  c l u b

should  a d a p t  t o  i t s  membership i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s

f i t t i n g  i n t o  a  r i g i d  f ramework  o f  wha t  a  c l u b  s h o u l d  b e .

Thus, i f  c e r t a i n  commi t tees  o r  endeavors  a r e  n o t  c o n t i n u e d ,

i t  i s - - I  f e e l - - b e c a u s e  t h e  g e n e r a l  membership wants  i t

t h a t  way.

Best w ishes  t o  a l l  f o r  1978.

Kim K r a t k y



1 1
5
7 /
1
4
Y
n
y
t
i
t
e
l
;
r
e
c
e
r
s
:

A Walk  w i t h  t h e  K .  A .  C .

by Don 3unyan

Having accep ted  w i t h  o n l y  m i l d  m i s g i v i n g s  L e o ' s

i n v i t a t i o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  K .  M .  3 .  A n n u a l  T r e k ,  I  a l m o s t

misgave t o t a l l y  when I  r e c e i v e d  h i s  l e t t e r  e n d  mep

s e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  i t i n e r a r y .  I  h a d  t a k e n  o n  e n  o r d e a l

l i k e  t h a t ?  W e l l ,  a f t e r  a  d a y  o r  t w o  my courage

r e t u r n e d  and I  s t a r t e d  j o g z i n g  l i k e  f u r y  t o  g e t  m y s e l f

f i t  enough t o  accompany t h i s  p r i d e  o f  mounta in  l i o n s .

Thus, a  month o r  s o  l a t e r ,  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  a t  n i g h t -

f e l l  a t  Mud Leke ,  A l b e r t a ,  l a t  5 0
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hand fu l  o f  l o g g e r s ) ,  a  d e l i g h t f u l  s p a  e a s i l y  reached

by c a r .  B e d d i n g  down w i t h  me i n  a  r a i n - s w e p t ,  u n w * l l e d

horse-barn  were  S t a n  3 a k e r  ( t r e k  l e a d e r ) ,  V i v i e n  Bowers,

Diane Boyce,  L e o  Gensner,  J a n i c e  I s e P c ,  L i b b y  M a r t i n ,

Pe te r  Speerman (who hPd j o i n e d  S t a n  i n  Pn e P r l i e r  t r i p

to  r e c o n n o i t r e  o u r  r o u t e ) ,  e n d  L i n d e  W i l l i e m s o n .

Sunday, Augl._tst 7ths_ M u d  Lake t o  F r e n c h  ',/••eek Aeadow
( f o u r  map m i l e s ,  p l u s  o n e  and  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s  o f  z i g - z a g ,
ascent  1 , 1 0 0 ' )

The s t o r m  s u b s i d e d ,  m o r n i n g  came, we  b r e a k f a s t e d ,

and S t a n  and P e t e r  s e t  o f f  i n  t w o  c a r s  t o  l e a v e  one



spo t ted  o n  a  l o g g i n g  r o a d  n e a r  Wa t r i d g e  Lake  ( o r

Werr idge Lake ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  map used )  a b o u t  seven

mi les  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c u t  o u t  some d u l l

wa lk ing  a t  t r e k ' s  e n d .  T h e y  r e t u r n e d  and  we s t a r t e d

o f f  a round  h a l f - p a s t  t e n ,  m y s e l f  s t a g g e r i n g  weak ly

i n  t h e  r e a r .  S o o n  we p l unged  i n t o  t h e  b r u s h  j u n g l e

o f  F rench  Creek  and  bush-whacked r o u g h l y  S o u t h - S o u t h -

West, u p  a n d  up  and  u p .  L e o  l a g g i n g  because h e  had

been weakened b y  'Montezuma's  Revenge'  ( w h i c h  he re

might  be  more a p t l y  c a l l e d  t h e  Canmore C a n t e r )  a n d

I  l a g g i n g  because I  need  no  excuse ,  w e  sometimes i n

the dense b r u s h  l o s t  a l l  s i g h t  o f  t h e  ma in  p a r t y  and

had t o  " c o o - e e "  f o r  d i r e c t i o n - p o i n t i n g  r e p l i e s .  W e

paused f o r  l u n c h  a t  a b o u t  6 , 7 0 0  f e e t  and  e v e n t u a l l y

made camp i n  a  p l e a s a n t  meadow a t  7 , 3 0 0  f e e t  n e a r  t h e

f o o t  o f  F rench  G l a c i e r ,  a r o u n d  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k .

A f t e r  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  a s c e n t ,  w e  t e s t e d  o u r

s k i l l s  w i t h  crampons a n d  i c e - a x e s  o n  a  tongue o f  i c e

c o n v e n i e n t l y  c l o s e  b y .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  i c e  was d i r t y ,

and S t a n  t h e r e f o r e  d i d  n o t  i n s i s t  o n  o u r  p r a c t i s i n g

the backwards-ups ide-down i c e - a x e  a r r e s t .  A f t e r  s u p p e r,

we hung o u r  f o o d  i n  bags f r o m  t r e e s  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  v a r -

m in t s ,  t h e n  p h i l o s o p h i z e d  b y  f i r e l i g h t  f o r  a  t i m e  b e f o r e

go ing  t o  o u r  beds .
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Monday, A u g u s t  8 t h :  F r e n c h  Creek Meadow v ia ,  H a i g _ G l a c i e r
To Lawson Lake .  ( s i x  and  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s ,  p l u s  some
i n d e t e r m i n a t e  d i v q &
,
, a t i o n :  
1 , 8 0 0  
f e e t  
a s c e n
t ,  
1 , 8
0 0  
f e
e t

descent)

This was t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a s c e n t .  W e  b r o k e

camp a round  e i g h t ,  a n d  began p l o d d i n g  and  s l i d i n g  u p

moraine a n d  t a l u s  u n t i l  we reached  t h e  i c e  o f  F rench

G l a c i e r  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 , 4 0 0  f e e t .  T h e n  o u t  came t h e

i ce  axes  e n d  o n  went  t h e  crampons: m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e ,

bu t  f o r  me n o t  a lways  more secu re - -my  r i g h t  crampon

would keep s l i p p i n g  o f f ,  u s u a l l y  when I  was l e a p i n g

n imb ly  o v e r  a  c r e v a s s e .  W e  reached  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  i c e

the j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  and H a i g  G l a c i e r s ,  9 , 1 0 0  f e e t

a. S .  1 . ,  a t  noon.  T h e r e  we s t o p p e d  i n  g l o r i o u s  s u n -

l i g h t ,  f e a s t i n g  o u r  eyes  a n d  o u r  g u t s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y,

be fo re  descend ing  t h e  H a i g  G l a c i e r .  W e  f i r s t  came o f f

the i c e  o n  i t s  e a s t  f l a n k ,  t h e n  c r o s s e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  f o r

an e a s i e r  e g r e s s .  O u r  b e a u t i f u l  wea the r  d i s i n t e g r a t e d ,

and o u r  p l e a s u r e  was enhanced b y  b u r s t s  o f  r a i n ,  o c c a -

s i o n a l  h a i l  a n d  g u s t s  o f  w i n d .

L a t e r ,  w e  e n t e r e d  a  haun ted  f o r e s t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e

weather improved ,  o u r  s p i r i t s  f l u c t u a t e d  a s  we k e p t

l o s i n g  one a n o t h e r  m y s t e r i o u s l y.  W e  were  b r i e f l y  r e -

u n i t e d  a t  t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  ' T u r b i n e  Canyon'  o f  t h e  Upper

Kananaskis R i v e r ,  o n l y  y a r d s  w i d e  and  o v e r  2  hundred

f e e t  deep,  w h e r e  we were  amazed t o  f i n d  a  p a r t y  o f



Tuesday, A u g u s t  9 t h :  a t  Lawson Lake
( E l e v a t i o n  7 , 3 0 0  f e e t )

YMCA g i r l s  ( s i c )  r a p p e l l i n g  down t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e

canyon. L e a v i n g  t h i s  unexpec ted  s i g h t ,  we  resumed o u r

enactment o f  ' A  Midsummer N i g h t ' s  Dream' ,  h a l l o i n g

th rough  t h e  haun ted  woods l o o k i n g  f o r  one a n o t h e r .

E v e n t u a l l y  we u n i t e d  a g a i n  o n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  IJWS0/1

Lake, a n d  made camp. N a t u r a l l y  we a t t r i b u t e d  o u r  c o n -

f u s i o n  t o  f a u l t y  maps - -bu t  perhaps  t h e  f o r e s t  was

enchanted.

As we f i n i s h e d  suppe r  t h e  w i n d  r o s e ,  a  t e n t  b l e w

down and  t h e  r a i n s  came. W e  t r e e d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s ,

gossiped i n  t h e  r a i n ,  a n d  s o  wen t  t o  bed .

The r a i n  d r i z z l e d  s l o w l y  t o  a  h a l t  a round  n i n e  i n

the morn ing  and  f i g u r e s  began t o  emerge f r o m  t e n t s .

The r e s t  o f  wha t  became a  b e a u t i f u l  d a y  was s p e n t  i n

i n d i v i d u a l  p u r s u i t s :  s c o u t i n g ,  c l a m b e r i n g ,  p h o t o g r a p h i n g ,

d r y i n g  b o o t s ,  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  'Canmore C a n t e r ' .  I n

the e v e n i n g ,  f i v e  young men f r o m  Edmonton made camp n e a r -

by and  e v e n t u a l l y  wandered o v e r  t o  v i s i t  u s .  O n  a  t h r e e -

week b a c k - p a c k i n g  t r i p  schedu led  t o  e n d  a t  F i e l d ,  t h e y

had h i k e d  f r o m  t h e  r o a d - e n d  a t  t h e  Kananask is  Lakes .

They s a i d  t h e  t r a i l  was good .  T h e y  a l s o  t o l d  u s  t h e

Perse id  meteors  w o u l d  be  shower i ng  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f e w

n i g h t s :  o f  o u r  own g r o u p ,  o n l y  y o u r  ' u m b l e  n a r r a t o r



subsequent ly  c r a w l e d  o u t  o f  h i s  s a c k  t o  gaze .

Wednesday, A u g u s t  1 0 t h :  Lawson Lake v i a  :dpude Lake t o
' H o r s e f l y  J u n c t i o n ' .  ( f i v e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s ,  4 0 0
f e e t  u p ,  2 , 4 0 0  f e e t  down)

We made o u r  ' n i n e - o ' c l o c k  s t a r t '  b y  n i n e - t h i r t y

and i n  g l o r i o u s  w e a t h e r  q u i c k l y  h i k e d  t h e  l e s s  t h a n

two m i l e s  t o  Maude Lake  ( 7 , 7 0 0  f e e t ) .  T h e r e ,  f o u r

rods c a u g h t  a  dozen good  s i z e d  t r o u t  i n  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s ,

and b e f o r e  t h e  f i s h  b i o l o g i s t s  a n d  wardens c o u l d  c a t c h

LID w i t h  u s ,  w e  packed o u r  packs  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h

the N o r t h  Kananask is  Pass .  D e s c e n d i n g  t o  R i l e y  -
, ; r e e k ,
we e n j o y e d  m a g n i f i c e n t  v i e w s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  3 r o u p :  t h e n  a

hot  d u s t y  p l o d  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  R i l e y  Creek

Pnd t h e  P a l l i s s e r  R i v e r  i n  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n .  T h e r e  among

the h o r s e f l i e s  we r e a d  a  h e l p f u l  n o t e  l e f t  b y  some k i n d

person t o  a d v i s e  p a s s e r s - b y  how t o  r e a c h  t h e  P a l l i s e r

t r a i l .  T h e  g i s t  was t o  c r o s s  t h e  R i v e r ,  ' s c u r t i

beaver pond,  a n d  push  on  up  a s  b e s t  one  c o u l d .  A s  t h e

h o r s e f l i e s  s e t t l e d  e v e r  t h i c k e r ,  we  deba ted  whe ther  o r

no t  t o  g o  o n ,  u n t i l  i t  was t i m e  t o  make camp anyway,

which we d i d .

We cooked  and a t e  a  monst rous  s u r f e i t  o f  t r o u t .

The Edmontonians meanwhi le  came s w e a t i n g  down t h e  t r a i l

and camped c l o s e  b y.  S a t i e t y  descended o n  u s  w i t h  t h e

dusk and  i n  due  c o u r s e  we descended o n  o u r  beds .  I

l a t e r  watched t h e  P e r s e i d s .



Thursday.  A u g u s t  l l t h :  ' H o r s e f l y  J u n c t i o n '  t o  Sp ray
R i v e r  Cross in r r  Eas t  o f  Leman Lake ( 5 0
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°  2 4
1  
2
0 "  
W
.
)  
(
s
e
v
e
n  
a
n
d  
o
n
e
-
h
a
l
f  
m
i
l
e
s
,

ascent  o f  2 , 0 0 0  f e e t ,  d e s c e n t  o f  1 , 1 0 0  f e e t )

Again p a c k i n g  up  b e f o r e  o u r  n e i g h b o r s ,  we  c r o s s e d

the P a l l i s e r ,  ' s c u r t e d '  t h e  b e a v e r  pond,  a n d  bush -

whacked u p - h i l l  u n t i l  we f o u n d  t h e  w e l l - d e f i n e d  t r a i l .

Then, w i t h  L i b b y  (who h a d  r u n  o u t  o f  c i g a r e t t e s  and

o b v i o u s l y  hoped t o  g e t  t o  a  t o b a c c o n i s t  b e f o r e  n i g h t -

f a l l )  s e t t i n g  a  m e r c i l e s s  pace ,  w e  b o i l e d  and  p u f f e d

up t h e  P a l l i s e r  R i v e r ,  o v e r  t h e  P
-
l l i s e r  P a s s  
( 7 , 3 0 0 ' )
and down t h e  S p r a y  R i v e r ,  h u r t l i n g  h e e d l e s s l y  p a s t  t h e

beau t i es  o f  t h e  ways ide ,  u n t i l  o u r  p r o t e s t i n g  j o i n t s

creaked t o  a  s t a n d - s t i l l  n e a r  a  r i v e r - c r o s s i n g  a t

about 6 , 2 0 0  f e e t  e l e v a t i o n .  A n d  t h e r e  we camped.

The Edmontonians came a l o n g  a b o u t  s u n s e t .  A  p o t -

l i c k i n g  d e e r  d i s t u r b e d  b o t h  camps t h i s  n i g h t ,  b u t  even

B i g f o o t  c o u l d n ' t  have p u l l e d  my a c h i n g  bones o u t  o f  t h e

sack.
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t o  S p r a y  R i v e r  f o o t b r i d g e .  ( e i g h t  m i l e s ,  d e s c e n d i n g
600 f e e t ,  n o t  c o u n t i n g  s i d e - t r i p )

Diane and  P e t e r  pushed o f f  e a r l y ,  t o  g e t  o u t  o f

the  w i l d e r n e s s  t h a t  d a y.  T h e  r e s t  o f  us  g o t  away b e f o r e

n ine  o ' c l o c k .  A t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t r a i l  t o  Leman

Lake, w e  dumped o u r  packs ,  f o r d e d  t h e  Spray  b a r e f o o t  and

9



l i g h t l y  t r o d  t h e  m i l e  t o  Leman Lake w h e r e  we gazed

and c l i c k e d  s h u t t e r s  b u t  d i d  n o t  f i s h .  B a c k  t o  o u r

loads a n d  t h e  r i g h t  bank  o f  t h e  S p r a y,  w e  c o n t i n u e d

downstream t o  3 i r dwood  Creek ,  whe re  we l u n c h e d ,  t h e

Edmonton Lads j o i n i n g  us  b r i e f l y .

I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  r a i n  a t t a c k e d ,  f i r s t  l i g h t l y ,

then t h u n d e r o u s l y  and  t h e n  h e a v i e r  s t i l l .  W e  s l u s h e d

and sp lodged  o u r  c h e e r y  way onwards,  e n j o y e d  y e t

another  b a r e f o o t  c r o s s i n g  o f  t h e  Spray  and  c o n t i n u e d

on down t h e  R i v e r  u n t i l  we r e - c r o s s e d  y e t  a g a i n .  T h i s

c r o s s i n g ,  t h e  l a s t ,  was  b y  means o f  a  we l l -made ,  n e w

and unmapped f o o t b r i d g e  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0
0  5 1 '  1 5 "  N . ,
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Spray Lakes R e s e r v o i r .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e

f o r  h i k e r s  heeded i n t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Mount  A s s i n i b o i n e  a r e a

or  t h e  S p r a y  R i v e r  t r a i l s .

We c r o s s e d ,  a n d  camped. T h e  r a i n  paused l o n g  enough

f o r  u s  t o  p u t  u p  o u r  t e n t s ,  t h e n  resumed and  p e l t e d  down

a l l  n i g h t  l o n g .  S o r e l y  t r i e d  b y  t h e  u n r e l e n t i n g  down-

pour,  I  f i r s t  bu rned  L e o ' s  a n d  my suppe r  and  t h e n  s p i l l e d

i t  o n  t h e  g round  and  had  t o  s t a r t  a g a i n .  M y  language was

shock ing !

Saturday,  A u g u s t  1 3 t h :  S p r a y  R i v e r  t o  Wa t r i d g e  Lake
(one a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s ,  n e g l i g i b l e  a s c e n t )

A f t e r  we had  b r e a k f a s t e d  w e t ,  t h e  r a i n  s topped  and
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we decamped and  s t r o l l e d  o u t  t o  S t a n ' s  c a r  a t  Wa t r i d g e

Lake. O n e  c a r  r o l l e d  away and  b e f o r e  l o n g  t h r e e  c p r s

r o l l e d  back .  S o o n  we were  o n  o u r  way t o  showers ,

she r r y  and  b e e r  i n  Canmore, a  l a  l u n c h  i n  3 a n f f  and

the p a r t i n g s .  E n d  o f  a  most  e n j o y a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e :

per  a r d u s  a d  a s t r a .  I ' m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  K .  M .  C .

f o r  l e t t i n g  me j o i n  t h e i r  a n n u a l  t r e k .  I  f o u n d  t h e

whole t r i p  g r e a t  f u n ,  e v e n  i f  I  d i d  g rumble  a t  t i m e s

about l a c k  o f  ' t o g e t h e r n e s s '  o n  t h e  t r a i l s .

Maps: D e p t .  o f  Energy  Mines a n d  Resources,  To p o g r a p h i c
Maps 1 : 5 0 , 0 0 0 :  8 2 J / 1 4  and  8 2 J / 11  ( E d i t i o n  2 ) .
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1977 H i k i n g  Comp

by J o h n  S t e w p r t

T h i s  y e p r ' s  H i k i n g  Comp w a s  h e l d  f r o m  S t u r d y ,

Augus t  6 t h  t o  S u n d o y,  A u g u s t  1 5 t h  i n  S t .  4 o r y ' s  A l p i n e

P r o v i n c i o l  P  r k .  T h e  p a r k ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  r e m o t e ,  i s

s t i l l  w i l d e r n e s s  w i t h  n o  t r o l l s  P n d  i s  v i s i t P d  b y  o n l y

p h o n d f u l  o f  h i k e r s  i n  o n y  o n e  summer.  I t s  m i n  o t t r p c t -

i o n s  P r e  i t s  m y r i o d  l a k e s  P n d  w p t e r f p l l s :  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e

thPn  f i f t y  l p k e s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  b e  nPmed i n  P n  o r e P

e i g h t  m i l e s  n o r t h - s o u t h  b y  f o u r  e a s t - w e s t .

We w e r e  t w e n t y  KMC h i k e r s :  A g n e s  P n d  Te d  3 P k e r ,

MPdge P n d  J P c k  H o l l i n g t o n ,
-
C o n n i e  W o h ,  
E a r l  
J o r g e n s o n
,

Kay a n d  J o h n  S t e w a r t ,  E l i z e b e t h  W a l l a c h ,  J i m  K e i n h o l z ,

J im  ' i l c I ,Pren ,  T r i c i P  e n d  R e i n o  R a s k u ,  H a n s  p n d  S t e v e n

R e n s i n g ,  I o n  B u i l ,  MegPn M o o r c r o f t ,  C a r o l y n ,  S t e p h e n ,

and P e t e r  Sehromm, p l u s  H e l e n  P e p c h e y  P s  c o o k .

We cpmped i n  t h e  c e n t r o l  p o r t  o f  t h e  p o r k  p t  7 , 5 0 0

f e e t  P t  t h e  e P s t  e n d  o f  P r i c e  L o k e .  O p e n  g r o v e s  o f  l a r c h

P l t e r n p t e d  w i t h  g r o s s y  meodows P n d  b o r e  r o c k .  O u r  f i f t e e n

t e n t s  w e r e  w i d e l y  s c o t t e r e d  P l o n g  t h e  s l o p e  w h i c h  r i s e s

g e n t l y  a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  f r o m  P r i c e  L a k e  t o  P  l i n e  o f  c l i f f s

w h i c h  d r o p  t o  t h e  mepdows o f  K e e r  L p k e .  A t  t h e  s o u t h  e a s t

c o r n e r  o f  P r i c e  L a k e  t h e  s h o r e s  a r e  l o w  w i t h  2  d o z e n

p l e e s e n t  t P r n s  o f f e r i n g  w a r m e r  b a t h i n g  t h a n  t h e  l o k e ,  a n d
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the o u t l e t  s t r e a m  f  l l s  i n  P s e r i e s  o f  s m a l l  w a t e r f a l l s

amid w i l d f l o w e r  meadows, much photographed,  a n d  p r o m p t l y

named t h e  Japanese Gardens.  E q u a l l y  photographed were

the c r a g s  o f  T r i n i t y  Moun ta in  and T r i n i t y  S p i r e ,  w i t h  t h e i r

scree and  snow s l o p e s  d r o p p i n g  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  f a r  end  o f

the l a k e ,  a n d  b r i l l i a n t l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  morn ing

and e v e n i n g  c a l m  w a t e r s .

The w e a t h e r  was b e a u t i f u l  f o r  n e a r l y  a l l  seven days

o f  h i k i n g .  T h e  h o t  summer had  d r i e d  most  o f  t h e  meadow

p o o l s ,  l e a v i n g  us  a l m o s t  f r e e  o f  t h e  mosqu i toes  and  f l i e s

which o f t e n  make c e m p l i f e  m i s e r a b l e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e

P u r c e l l s .  W e  s t a r t e d  o u r  h i k e s  e a r l y  enough t o  b e  b a c k

f o r  4130 t e a  mos t  a f t e r n o o n  days ,  w i t h  swims, r e s t s ,  r e a d -

i ng ,  a n d  d i n n e r  t i m e  b a s k i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  s u n .

The open  woodlands were  i n  many p l a c e s  s t i l l  s u r p r i s i n g l y

f u l l  o f  f l o w e r s  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  d r y  summer: y e l l o w  A r n i c a ,

p u r p l e  A s t e r s ,  a n d  r e d  P a i n t  B rush  fo rmed a t t r a c t i v e  masses

o f  v a r i e d  c o l o u r .

H i g h l i g h t s  o f  o u r  h i k e s  were  To tem Peak,  whose s t e e p

pyramid above t h e  s o u t h  wes t  c o r n e r  o f  Totem Lake ,  a l t h o u g h

on l y  8 , 1 0 0  f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n ,  dom ina tes  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f

the p a r k ,  a n d  f r o m  w h i c h  we coun ted  seventeen  l a r g e r  l a k e s ;

Bleak Lake a t  t h e  n o r t h  end  o f  t h e  p e r k  and s t i l l  h a l f

covered b y  g l a c i e r  and  i c e b e r g s ;  t h e  p l a t e a u  a  m i l e  n o r t h

west o f  Kee r  Lake  w i t h  t h e  denses t  f l o w e r s  a n d  2 , 5 0 0  f e e t

abrupt  d r o p  a t  i t s  e a s t  end  g i v i n g  v i ews  o f  w a t e r f a l l s
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dropp ing  down t o  Wh i t e  C reek ,  a n d  A l t o n  R idge  a c r o s s  t h e

creek;  t h e  3 i r d  LPkes o n  t h e  way t o  A t .  Aanson P t  t h e

south end  o f  t h e  p e r k ;  a n d  t h e  9 , 0 0 0  t o  9 , 5 0 0  f o o t  peaks

along t h e  w e s t  wa te rshed  boundary  o f  t h e  p a r k - - S t .  M - r y ;
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n o r t h  wes t  end  o f  P r i c e  L a k e ' s  v a l l e y  w h i c h  we nPmed

P r i c e  Lake  L o o k o u t - -  11  o f  them s t e e p  peaks r e q u i r i n g

c a r e f u l  s c r a m b l i n g ,  b u t  o n l y  one ,  T r i n i t y ,  o f f e r i n g  some

r e a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  E v e r y  h i k e r  c l i m b e d  a t  l e a s t  one  o f

these peaks ,  w i t h  good v i e w s  i n  t h e  c l e a r  P i r  t o  Kokanee

; l a c i e r  t o  t h e  w e s t  and  Rock ies  t o  t h e  e a s t .  H i k i n g  i n

the p a r k  was more s t r e n u o u s  t h a n  we h a d  expec ted  because

o f  t h e  s t e e p  r i d g e s  s e p a r a t i n g  each  c h a i n  o f  l a k e s ;  t h e

escarpment b a r r i e r  c l i f f s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  7 , 2 0 0 - 7 , 4 0 0  f e e t

contours  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r k ;  a n d  t h e  dense

f o r e s t  i n  most  a r e a s  b e l o w  t h e  7 , 3 0 0  f o o t  l e v e l .

We e n j o y e d  d e l i c i o u s  mea ls  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  c a r e f u l  f o o d

buy ing o f  A -dge  and  h e r  h e l p e r s ,  home b a k i n g  b y  many

members a n d  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  c o o k i n g  o f  Helen., who remained

c h e e r f u l  i n  s p i t e  o f  o u r  ravenous  a p p e t i t e s ,  n o  snow f o r

r e f r i g e r a t i o n ,  a n d  a  b r u i s e d  and  b lackenad  e l b o w  f r o m  P

l i g h t n i n g  charge  i n  h e r  t e n t  p o l e  one  n i g h t .  W e  h  d  t h e

most l u x u r i o u s  b i f f y  e v e r  seen  i n  P KMO camp t h a n k s  t o

the t o i l e t  s e a t  w h i c h  J a c k  b r o u g h t  and  w h i c h  Re ino a n d  J i m

Mc. mounted i n  a  s c e n i c  n
-
t u r a l  r o c k  
c l e f t .  
T h e  
r a d i
o

- te lephone  was a n o t h e r  a s s e t  w h i c h  seemed P l i t t l e  t o o
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c i v i l i z e d  f o r  camp l i f e ,  a l t h o u g h  we  d i d  e n j o y  s u r p r i s i n g

h o m e - s t a y i n g  members o f  o u r  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t o r ' s

q u e r y,  " W i l l  y o u  a c c e p t  a  c o l l e c t  c a l l  f r o m  S t .  M a r y ' s

R i v e r ? "

J i m  K .  a l t e r n a t e d  b e t w e e n  s l e e p i n g  t h r o u g h  b r e a k f a s t

and r o u t i n g  u s  o u t  o f  o u r  s l e e p i n g  b a g s  a t  5 1 0 0  p . m .  f o r

t h e  l o n g e r  h i k e s .  T r i c i a  was  t o o  t i r e d  t o  g o  a l l  t h e  w a y

on o n e  h i k e ,  t u r n e d  b a c k  b y  h e r s e l f ,  g o t  l o s t ,  b u s h w h a c k e d

t w i c e  a s  f a r  a s  a n y o n e  e l s e  t h a t  d a y ,  a n d  ( l a t e r )  w a s  a b l e

t o  j o k e  a b o u t  i t .  S o  w a s  J a c k ,  w h o  w r e s t l e d  a  l a r g e

b o u l d e r  a b o u t  f i f t y  f e e t  d o w n  a  s t e e p  s l o p e ,  l o s t ,  a n d  g o t

some b r u i s e s  a n d  s p r a i n s  w h i c h  s l o w e d  h i m  down  a  b i t  f o r

t h e  r e s t  o f  c a m p .  H a n s  w a s  t h e  b r a v e s t  b a t h e r  w i t h  a  2 0 0

f o o t  s w i m  t o  P  r o c k  o u t  i n  P r i c e  L a k e .  I a n ,  a  k n o w l e d g e -

a b l e  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  KMC R o c k  S c h o o l ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d

a g o o d  a r r e s t  a f t e r  g o i n g  o v e r  a  c o r n i c e ,  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s

keen t o  b a g  a n o t h e r  p e a k .  E a r l  w a s  t h e  u n f l a p p a b l e  l e a d e r

o f  t h e  b r a v e r  m o u n t a i n e e r s ,  i n c i t i n g  Megan a n d  T r i c i a  t o

even s t e e p e r  f a c e s  a n d  s h a r p e r  k n i f e  e d g e s .  T e d  l e d  t h e

f l o w e r  w a t c h i n g  e x c u r s i o n s ,  a n d  u m p i r e d  t h e  f l o w e r  n a m i n g

arguments  ( d i s c u s s i o n s ? )  o f  E l i z a b e t h ,  M a d g e ,  C o n n i e ,  a n d

Agnes. T h e  f o u r  t e e n - a g e d  b o y s  w e r e  we l come  a n d  h e l p f u l

members o f  c a m p .  C a r o l y n  r e m a i n e d  ( a l m o s t )  a l w a y s  c a l m

when h e r  s o n s ,  S t e p h e n  a n d  P e t e r ,  d i s a p p e a r e d  o v e r  t h e

n e x t  s t e e p  r i d g e  o r  f a i l e d  t o  a p p e a r  o n  t i m e  a t  m e a l s .

S t e v e n  b a g g e d  t h e  m o s t  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  a n d  s h o o t i n g  s t a r s
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when J o h n  p e r s u e d e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  c e m p e r s  t o  s t - y  u p  u n t i l

e f t e r  m i d n i g h t  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  c l e - r e s t  n i g h t s  t o  s t - r g  z e

end w e t c h  t h e  c o m e t  s h o w e r .

Access t o  S t .  A P r y ' s  P e r k  i s  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r o u t e :

S t .  l e r 7 ' s  R i v e r  l o g g i a g  r o d  f r o m  S t .  l e r y ' s  L - k e  ( o r

3 r e y  C r e e k  f o u r - w h e e l - d r i v e  r o d  f r o m  K o o t e n - 7  L e k e  w h i c h

j o i n s  i t  P t  N i l o m e t e r - p o s t  3 9 ) .  T u r n  r i g h t  - t  K i l o m e t e r

- p o s t  4 8  f r o m  l o g g i n g  r o a d  o n t o  a e r r o w  r o d  ( r o u g h ,  w r ‘ s h

- o u t s ,  e n d  s m P l l  c r e e k  f o r d i n g s )  f o r  2 1  k i l o m e t e r s  u p

W h i t e  C r e e k .  L e P v e  c P r  P t  b r i d g e  w h i c h  c r o s s e s  t o  w e s t

s i d e  o f  W h i t e  ' C r e e k .  J n e  m o r e  k i l o m e t e r  P l o n g  r o d  t o  o l d

l o g  dump c l e e r i n g  P t  e n d  o f  r o d .  A  f e i n t  t r e i l  w i t h  some

c l e P r i n g ,  b l e z e s ,  e n d  r e d  p l e s t i c  m e r k e r s  s t e r t s  f r o m  t h e

l o g  dump u p  e n  o l d  l o g g i n g  s k i d  t r - i l ,  e n t e r s  t h e  t r e e s

e t  e  s t u m p  w i t h  P  r o c k  o n  t o p ,  s o o l  b e e r s  r i g h t  t o  r e - c h

en o p e n  s c r e e  s l o p e , P n d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  f o l l o w s  o n  o r  b e s i d e

t h e  s c r e e  2 , 0 0 0  f e e t  u p  t o  t h e  p l e t e e u .  W - l k  n o r t h  w e s t

on t h e  p lPteou u n t i l  you repch P h i g h  b l u f f  pbove Bergstrom

Lake ,  f r o m  w h i c h  y o u  c e n  f i n d  y o u r  o e e r i n g s  t o  To t e m  PePIE

Pnd t h e  c e n t r e l  l e k e s  ( To t e m ,  P r i c e , K e e r )  t o  t h e  w e s t .

Access t o  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  p e r k  mPy b e  p o s s i b l e

by P  n e w  r o d  w h i c h  g o e s  f r o m  DewPr C r e e k  t o  p  p o i n t

pbove t r e e l i n e  i n  t h e  v P l l e y  b e t w e e n  M t .  APrISOn P n d  A t .

P P t r i c k .  S t y  o n  t h e  D e w e r  C r e e k  l o g g i n g  r o e d  f o r  P b o u t

t e n  k i l o m e t e r s  m o r e ,  i n s t e e d  o f  t u r n i n g  u p  W h i t e  c r e e k  P t

k i l o m e t e r  4 8 .
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To t a l  c o s t  o f  t h e  camp wes $ 9 4 . 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n ,  t w o

t h i r d s  o f  w h i c h  wes t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c o s t .  H e l i c o p t e r

costs c o u l d  have been  s u b s t s n t i a l l y  reduced  b y  more

p rec i se  advance p l a n n i n g  o f  h e l i c o p t e r  l o s d s  s n d  b y  p e r t

o f  t h e  g r o u p  w s l k i n g  i n  and  o u t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  heavy  l o w

f o g - - w h i c h  now seems t o  b e  a  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  KMC camp

t r a d i t i o n  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  f l y - o u t s ,  s n d  w h i c h  makes t h e

t i m i n g  o f  h e l i c o p t e r  a r r i v s l s  u n c e r t - i n - - c o m p l i c a t e s  t h e

arrPngements f o r  s p l i t t i n g  u p  t h e  p a r t y .



evoti
.
wsw 
2 o
m
e 2

by P e t e r  K o e d t

At 4 : 3 0  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  I  p i c k e d  u p  J r  a P t  t h e

a i r p o r t  a n d  e f t e r  some h e c t i c  s c r o m b l i n g  w i t h  1 2 s t

m i n u t e  o r g o n i z a t i o n  we  w e r e  h e o d i n g  f o r  H o d e r  C r e e k .

3y t h e  t i m e  w e  s t a r t e d  u p  t o w a r d  D r i n n o n  L a k e  i t  w a s

o f t e r  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  P n d  r o i l i n g  l i g h t l y .  W e  h - d  a n t i c i -

p a t e d  h i k i n g  a t  l e s t  p a r t  w a y  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  b u t  s  USUF1 w e

were b e h i n d  s c h e d u l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  f u l l  moon w e  h a d

so n o i v e l y  c o u n t e d  o n  g o v e  u s  o n l y  2  b a r e l y  d i s c e r n i b l e

p a l e  g l o w  t h r o u g h  t h e  o v e r c a s t .  F o r t u n o t e l y ,  t h e  r o i n

s t o p p e d ,  b u t  t h e  b u s h  wss  w e t  e n d  i t  w a s n ' t  l o n g  b e f o r e

o u r  s o c k s  w e r e  s o a k e d .

J u r  p l a n  was  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  a b o v e  t i m b e r l o n d  b e f o r e

i t  g o t  t o t a l l y  d a r k ,  a s  w e  f i g u r e d  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  p r o o a b l y

have e n o u g h  l i g h t  t o  n a v i g o t e  i n  t h e  a l p i n e .  W h e n  we

r e a c h e d  t h e  p o s s  a b o v e  D r i n n o n  L o k e ,  w e  w e r e  i n  f o r

more b a d  n e w s :  t h e  c l o u d s  w e r e  d o w n  t o  P b o u t  7 , 5 0 0  f e e t

on t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  v o l l e y — j u s t  b e l o w  2  h i g h  s h e l f  I

hod h o p e d  t o  f o l l o w  f r o m  l w i l l i m  L a k e s  t o  D e v i l ' s  Dome.

The c h o i c e  w a s  e i t h e r  t o  h e o d  s t r a i g h t  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  p o s s

and t h r a s h  o u r  w a y  a c r o s s  a  w e t ,  b u s h y  a n d  v e r y  d o r k  s i d e -

h i l l  o n d  t h e n  h o p e  t o  f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  g u l l y  t o  P s c e n d  t o

t h e  Dome, o r  t o  make  a  b r e a k  f o r  G w i l l i m  L  k e s  o n d  t h e

h i g h  c o u n t r y  e n d  t h e n  h o p e  f o r  t h e  b e s t  o n  t h e  c l o u d -
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sh rouded  s h e l f .  A  l o t  o f  h o p i n g .  I  c o u l d n ' t  s t o m a c h

t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t  s i d e h i l l  s o  w e  t o o k  a  c h a n c e  o n  t h e

Lakes a n d  t h e  c l o u d  l e v e l .  T h e  l a s t  f a i n t  r e m n a n t s  o f

d a y l i g h t  s e w  u s  i n t o  t h e  meadowy d r a w  s o u t h w e s t  o f

G w i l l i m  L a k e s ;  f r o m  h e r e  w e  w o u l d  b e  home f r e e  i f  t h e

c l o u d s  s t a y e d  h i g h  e n o u g h ,  b u t  I  h a d  my  d o u b t s  a b o u t

n a v i g a t i n g  t w o  m i l e s  o f  s l i p p e r y  a l p i n e  t a l u s  a n d  s l  b

i n  p e a  s o u p .  A t  l a s t ,  a b o v e  t h e  h i g h e s t  l a k e s ,  w e

c l i m b e d  u p  i n t o  t h e  f o g  a n d  we  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  a d m i t  t h a t

we w e r e  i n  f o r  a  r e e l  c h a r a c t e r  b u i l d e r .  3 u t  t h e n ,

i f  b y  d e s i g n ,  t h e  c l o u d s  l i f t e d  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  f e e t

and l e f t  o u r  s h e l f  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  i f  we  d u c k e d  o u r

heads.

F o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  h o u r s  w e  s t u m b l e d  a l o n g  i n  t h e

u n r e a l i t y  o f  o u r  t h i c k ,  s i l e n t  w o r l d  o f  q u a r t e r - l i g h t ,

f i g h t i n g  o f f  e n g u l f i n g  s l e e p  a n d  a b s u r d  h e a d  t r i p s .

Around 1 : 3 0  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  b a s e

o f  t h e  s o u t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  Dome a n d  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  t a s k

o f  m a k i n g  camp h e l p e d  a  b i t  t o  b r i n g  u s  b a c k  i n  t o u c h .

The n e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e  o v e r c a s t  w a s  t h i n  a n d  b r o k e n

b u t  i t  w a s  c o l d  a n d  w i n d y  a n d  o u r  e n t h u s i a s m  was

l i m i t e d .  W e  e v e n t u a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  a  g o  a t  r o u t e

I  h a d  s c o u t e d  o u t  t h e  w e e k e n d  b e f o r e ,  s t a r t i n g  u p  0  s n o w

g u l l y  t h a t  b o r d e r s  t h e  l o w e r  l e f t  b a n d  e d g e  o f  t h e  s o u t h

f a c e .  F r o m  t h e  n o t c h  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  g u l l y ,  i t  h a d

l o o k e d  f e a s i b l e  t o  t r a v e r s e  a r o u n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d
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c l imb 2  c o u p l e  o f  moders te  p i t c h e s  t o  t h e  b roken  sum-

m i t  r i d e .  3 u t  when we s t t e i l e d  t h e  n o t c h  gnd f e l t

the c o l d  n o r t h w e s t  w i l d  and  l o o k e d  down t h e  5 0
°  i c e
c o u l o i r  i n  t h e  shPdow o f  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  w e  d e c i d e d

t h a t  t h e r e  mus t  b e  e  f r i e n d l i e r  r o u t e  g round  t o  o u r

r i g h t  i n  t h e  s u n .  A f t e r  t r g v e r s i n g  r i g h t  P wPys o n  2

broken l e d g e  sys tem,  w e  c l i m b e d  two  p i t c h e s  u p  P h o r -

r i b l y  l o o s e  g u l l y - c h i m n e y - - n o t  h e r d ,  b u t  u n e r v i n g .  4 t

one p o i n t  J r  P t o u c h e d  o f f  l o o s e  r o c k  gnd  t h e  g u l l y

below h e r  l i t e r P l l y  d isPppeared  f o r  s  f e w  seconds L I  g

chPos o f  d u s t  end  c r a s h i n g  b o u l d e r s .  I  WPS t h P n k f u l  I

was ebove h e r .  A t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  second p i t c h  t h e  l i n e

o f  l e g s t  r e s i s t e n c e  l e d  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  b u t  t h e  c l i m b i n g

hed been  s o  l o u s y  u p  t o  h e r e  t h a t  I  was de te rm ined  t o

get a t  l e s t  f e w  n i c e  moves i n .  S o  I  o p t e d  f o r  t h e

l o g i c s l  c o n t i n u g t i o n  o f  o u r  g u l l y - c h i m n e y  u p  g  c r e e k ,

under,  P n d  g round  e n  overheng .  I t  wgs g  p l e P s g n t  5 . 6

f o r  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t  b u t  I  c o u l d n ' t  s g y  t h g t  i t  j u s t i -

f i e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  r o u t e .

Our d e s c e n t  wPs v i g  t w o  r e p p e l s  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f

our c l i m b .  A s  we made o u r  wgy down t h e  snow g u l l y  we

ceught s i g h t  o f  3 u n t h e r  end  E lene  app roach ing  o u r  cgmp

from b e l o w.  T h e y  were  b o t h  f e e l i n g  s i c k  end  i t  wPs

ques t i oneb le  whe the r  t h e y  wou ld  wgnt  t o  c l i m b  t h e  n e x t

day. T h e  e v e n i n g  was m e g n i f i c e n t  w i t h  *  f u l l  moon r i s i n g
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over  t h e  Mu lvey  g roup  i n  t h e  r e d  hues o f  t h e  s u n s e t ,

bea r i ng  f r u i t  t o  some s p e c t a c u l a r  pho tos  a n d  a  f e w

i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  b l a c k  ones w i t h  w h i t e  d o t s  i n  t h e

midd le .

Sunday morn ing  Gunther  and  E l e n a  s t i l l  f e l t  peaked,

but  d e c i d e d  t o  c l i m b  anyway.  W e  were  g o i n g  t o  t r y  o u r

main o b j e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n — a n  a e s t h e t i c  c r a c k

system t h e t s n a k e d  i t s  way d i r e c t l y  u p  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e

south  f a c e .  T h e  ma in  p rob lem was t o  g e t  i n t o  i t  s i n c e  i t

got  v e r y  s t e e p  and  ' i n h o s p i t a b l e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m ,  T h e  r o u t e

we chose  s t a r t e d  f r o m  a  l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  b l o c k  and  l e d

over a  s l i g h t  overhang  i n t o  a  d i h e d r a l  and  u p  i t s  r i g h t

hand w a l l ,  f r o m  wh i ch  p o i n t  a n  easy  b roken  ascend ing  t r a -

verse wou ld  t a k e  u s  b a c k  r i g h t  t o  t h e  ma in  c r a c k  sys tem.

The overhang  was q u i t e  h a r d — s o f t ,  r o u n d e d ,  y e l l o w

g r a n i t e  w i t h  a  l o n g  r e a c h  t o  a n  awkward l a y b a c k  and some

t h i n  b r e a k a b l e  b l a d e - l i k e  f l a k e s  a t  t h e  t o p .  H a n g i n g  a

s l i n g  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  my hammer h a n d l e ,  I  managed b y

reach ing  as  h i g h  as  I  c o u l d  t o  s l i p  i t  o v e r  a  f l a k e  f o r

p r o t e c t i o n .  W i t h  some m i s g i v i n g s  I  made t h e  moves - -5 .7

r i g h t  o f f  t h e  g round  o n  a  c o l d  a l p i n e  morn ing  l e f t  me

f e e l i n g  a  l i t t l e  s h a k e y.  T h e  d i h e d r a l  was s u s t a i n e d  b u t

e x c e l l e n t  c l i m b i n g .  A f t e r  J e r e  came u p ,  G u n t h e r  began

l e a d i n g  on  t h e  second r o p e .  J e r e  had  l e f t  t h e  s l i n g  o n

the f l a k e  f o r  h i m  and h e  supplemented i t  w i t h  a  c o u p l e
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o f  n u t s  i n  a  c r a c k  j u s t  b e l o w - - e a c h  w i t h  a  s l i n g  r u n n e r.

3ut when h e  was a l m o s t  o v e r  t h e  overhang ,  h i s  b e l a y  r o p e

p u l l e d  t i g h t  and  r e f u s e d  t o  l e t  h i m  advance any  f u r t h e r .

Apparent ly  h e  had  c l i p p e d  i n t o  h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  s u c h  a

way t h a t  t h e  c a r e b i n e r s  bunched t o g e t h e r  and  fo rmed  a

c a r s b i n e r  b r e a k .  W i t h  despe ra te  c r i e s  f o r  s l a c k  and

l o t  o f  c u r s i n g  and t h r e s h i n 4  he  f i n a l l y  made i t  t h e  l a s t

few i n c h e s  t o  a  r e s t i n g  p l a c e .  H e r e  h e  u n t i e d ,  l e t t i n g

Elena p u l l  h i s  r o p e  down and  we dropped h e r  one o f  o u r

ropes a n d  h o i s t e d  l u n t h e r ' s  b e c k  u p  t o  h i m .  F e e l i n g

s i c k  t o  s t a r t  w i t h ,  G u n t h e r  was f u r t h e r  weakened b y  t h i s

episode a n d  a f t e r  t h e  n e x t  e a s y  p i t c h  we a l l  t i e d  i n

t o g e t h e r.

The t h i r d  p i t c h  was a n  i n s e t  s e c t i o n  o f  f a c e  w i t h

a ch imney o n  each  s i d e .  S t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  hand c r a c k ,

we f o u n d  t h a t  a  d e l i c a t e  and  p r e t t y  t r a v e r s e  l e d  o v e r  t o

the l e f t  hand  c r a c k  t o  e a s i e r  c l i m b i n g  and g r a s s y  l e d g e s

above. F r o m  a  good  b e l a y  t w e n t y  f e e t  above t h e  l e d g e s

very  l o n g  ( 1 6 5  f o o t )  p i t c h  o f  s u p e r  c l i m b i n g  b r o u g h t  u s

to  a  n a r r o w  s tance  o n  a  s l o p i n g  s l a b  b e l o w  a  p r o m i n e n t

overhang n e a r  t h e  t o p .  T h e  overhang  was s u r e l y  t h e  mos t

p l e a s i n g  f i n i s h  t o  t h e  r o u t e ,  b u t  i f  i t  w o u l d n ' t  g o  we

had t h e  o p t i o n  o f  b a c k t r a c k i n g  most  o f  a  p i t c h  and

heading d i a g o n a l l y  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t - - l i k e l y  o n l y  5 . 5  o r

5 .6 .  3 u t  I  f e l t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  I  had  t o  g i v e  t h e  overhang
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a t r y .  I t  WPS i n t e r s e c t e d  b y  a  c r a c k  w h i c h  f o r m e d  a

l a r g e  h o l e  u n d e r  i t .  I n t o  t h i s  h o l e  I  s q u e e z e d  i n

s e a r c h  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  ( a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y )  u n t i l

w i t h  my h a r d h a t  a n d  p a c k  o n  I  w a s n ' t  s u r e  I  c o u l d  g e t

back  o u t .  S o m e o n e  w a s  u n k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  t a k e  a  p i c t u r e

o f  f u e ( o r  w h e t  w a s  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  o f  m e )  i n  t h i s  u n f l a t -

t e r i n g  p o s i t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f

s c r a t c h i n g  a n d  t h r u t c h i n g  I  managed t o  e x t r a c t  m y s e l f

enough t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  a n  o b l i g i n g  c h o c k s t o n e  w h i c h  was

s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o d g e d  a t  t h e  l i p  o f  t h e  o v e r h a n g ,  a n d  I

h o r s e d  m y s e l f  o v e r  t h e  t o p .  A f t e r  r e j o i c i n g  a t  m y

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  I  s u d d e n l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  t e n

f e e t ,  a l t h o u g h  f a i r l y  i n n o c u o u s  l o o k i n g  f r o m  b e l o w ,

w o u l d  b e  e v e n  h a r d e r  t h a n  t h e  o v e r h a n g — i n  f a c t  t h e  c r u x

o f  t h e  c l i m b .  I  t h o u g h t  i t  b e s t  n o t  t o  r e l a y  t h i s  i n -

s i g h t  t o  m y  f r i e n d s  a n d  s e t  u p  a  b e l a y  j u s t  a b o v e  t h e

h a r d  s e c t i o n ,  m a k i n g  a  s h o r t  f o r t y  f o o t  p i t c h  t o  a i d

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  m o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  m i n i m i z e  r o p e

t e n s i o n .  A c t u a l l y ,  I  t h i n k  m o s t l y  I  j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  e n j o y

t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o n  t h e i r  f a c e s .

One e a s y  p i t c h  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  t h e  s u m m i t  r i d g e  a n d

we s a t  o n  t o p  h a v i n g  o u r  l u n c h  a t  7 1 3 0  w a t c h i n g  t h e  s u n

app roach  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  w o n d e r i n g  how  t h e  h e l l  w e ' d  g e t

down b y  d a r k .  3 u t  l u c k  was  w i t h  u s  a n d  we  o n l y  he 'd t o

make o n e  l o n g  a n d  t w o  s h o r t  r a p p e l s ,  a n d  w e  r o l l e d  i n t o

-  2
3  
-



camp t o  a n o t h e r  a w e - i n s p i r i n g  sunse t -moonr i se .  A l l  i n

a l l ,  v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g  d a y.

D e v i l ' s  Dome:
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J u l y  3 0 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  P e t e r  Koed t  e n d  J r  a Pope lkova .

aoute 3  - -  S o u t h  Face.  S i x  p i t c h e s  t o  5 . 8  ( 5 . 7  i f  t o p
s e c t i o n  i s  a v o i d e d ) .  W e l l  p r o t e c t e d  w i t h
nuts  and  r u n n e r s .  E x c e l l e n t  c l i m b .
J u l y  3 1 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  P e t e r  Koed t ,  J r  a Pope lkova ,
Gunther end  E lena  O f fe rmen .
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by Sue P o r t

There have  been " L a d i e s '  D a y s "  s i n c e  t h e  n u b

began, b u t  t h e s e  have  n e v e r  i n v o l v e d  more t h a n  a n

easy h i k e  w i t h  perhaps a  sc ramble  t o  a  l o w  summit .

I n  1976,  t h e  t r i p  t o  A t . L o k i  was t o  have been a

Lad ies '  C l i m b ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  m isunders tand ings

and m i s f o r t u n e s  i t  " degene ra ted "  i n t o  a  r e g u l P r  t r i p .

And s o  t h e  F i r s t  A n n u a l  L a d i e s '  C l i m b  f i n a l l y  came t o

pass o n  J u l y  1 0 ,  1 9 7 7 .
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Why a  L a d i e s '  C l i m b ?  A a n y  men, a s  t h e y  s t r i d e

along a t  t h e  head o f  t h e  l i n e ,  d e c i d i n g  w h i c h  r o u t e  t o

take ,  when t o  r o p e  u p ,  when t o  r e t r e a t  e t c . ,  f i n d  t h e

need f o r  one  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unde rs tand .  X o s t  women a r e

so c o n d i t i o n e d  t o  a c c e p t i n g  male  l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  i f

t he re  i s  even  one man o n  a  t r i p  t h e y  w i l l  d e f e r  t o  h i s

judgment, o r  even l e a v e  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  t o  h i m .  S o m e

women i n  t h e  C l u b  wan t  t o  g a i n  expe r i ence  i n  r o u t e

f i n d i n g ,  r o p e  l e a d i n g  and g e n e r a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n

the  moun ta ins ,  a n d  w h i l e  t h e  men w i t h  whom t h e y  c l i m b

are o f t e n  q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  women f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t

t o  b r e a k  o u t  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  " E t e r n a l  Second" .  A n d

so t h e  Leader  made a  " n o  men a l l o w e d "  r u l i n g ,  f o r  w h i c h

the T r i p s  Chairman r e c e i v e d  some undeserved f l a k .



At .  P r e s t l e y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  Va l h a l l a s  was a  p e r f e c t

choice f o r  o u r  f i r s t  a t t e m p t :  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  c l o s e  a t

hand, r e q u i r i n g  a  r o p e ,  b u t  n o t  t o o  d i f f i c u l t .  I  was

able t o  d o  a  r e c c e  o f  t h e  e a s t  r i d g e  i n  June when I n

Hami l ton  l e d  a  C l u b  t r i p  t o  t h i s  same peek  ( t h e r e  were

t h r e e  o t h e r  r o u t e s  done o n  t h e  moun ta in  t h a t  d a y — a l l  more

d i f f i c u l t ) .

S i x  o f  u s  ( t h e  o t h e r s  b e i n g  E l e n a  O f f  ermann, J i l l

Langba l l e ,  J a n i c e  I s a a c ,  R i t e  Holmes a n d  Peggy LePage)

gathered e a r l y  Sunday morn ing  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  n a v i g a b l e

road up  Bannock Bu rn  Creek  and  s e t  o f f  c a r r y i n g  unaccus-

tomed r o p e s  a n d  hardware u p  t h e  s t e e p  bush ,  s t e e p  meadow

and s t e e p  h a r d  snow ( t h i s  l a s t  e n l i v e n e d  b y  s  s h o r t  h a i l -

s torm)  t o  t h e  c o l d  and  w i n d y  e a s t  c o l .  A  f i f t y  f o o t

t r a v e r s e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  s e v e r a l  p i t c h e s  ( n e c e s s a r i l y

s h o r t  a s  we were  c l i m b i n g  t h r e e  o n  a  r o p e )  o n  t h e  e a s t

r i d g e  t o o k  u s  a b o u t  150  f e e t  above t h e  c o l .  F o r t u n a t e l y

some t h r e a t e n i n g  c l o u d s  h a d  c l e a r e d  away,  a s  r a i n  o n  one

p i t c h  o f  l i c h e n  cove red  r o c k  w i t h  f e w  handholds  w o u l d

have been v e r y  u n p l e a s a n t .  T h e r e ,  w e  l e f t  o u r  r o p e s  a n d

enjoyed a  p l e a s a n t  sc ramb le  t o  t h e  summi t .

On t h e  d e s c e n t  i n  June we had  made a  l o n g  r a p p e l ,

which had r e q u i r e d  t w o  150  f o o t  r o p e s , t o  t h e  c o l .  T h i s

t ime,  o u r  " 1 5 0  f o o t "  C l u b  r o p e  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r -

ab ly  s h o r t e r ,  s o  we downcl imbed most  o f  t h e  d i s t a n c e  and

-  2 6  -



Drg,  W o l f s  E r r s ,  3 i l l i  ( A u l v e y  . 3 roup )
A u u s t  7 ,  1 ' 377  P h o t o  O y  E r i c  ' i o r t o n

Three Pec . . s  o f  P r e s t l e y  ( I u l v e y  . 1 roup )
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found a n o t h e r  peg  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  a  5 0  f o o t  r a p p e l  i n t o
the c o l .

We reached  t h e  c a r s  a t  s i x  p . m . ,  a b o u t  t e n  h o u r s

a f t e r  s e t t i n g  o u t .  I t  had  n o t  been a  f a s t  t r i p ;  f o r ,

wh i l e  we had  o f t e n  observed  t h e  s e t t i n g  up  o f  b e l a y s

and r a p p e l s ,  w e  had  r a r e l y  done s o  o u r s e l v e s  ( a l s o ,  w e

were i n  no  h u r r y  t o  b e  home i n  t i m e  t o  c o o k  t h e  d i n n e r s ) .

The t r i p  was j u d g e d  b y  a l l  t o  b e  a  g r e a t  success .

One member was v e r y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  b e i n g  f i r s t  o n  t h e

rope;  a l l  o f  u s  h a d  a  chance t o  p r a c t i s e  l i t t l e - u s e d

s k i l l s .  I  hope t h a t  t h e  L a d i e s '  C l i m b  w i l l  become a n

annual e v e n t  i n  t h e  KMO s c h e d u l e ,  a n d  t h a t  women w i l l

s t a r t  t o  t a k e  a  more a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  C lub  c l i m b i n g  a c t -

i v i t i e s .
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Second Time Around

by S teve  H o r v a t h

The f i r s t  t i m e  I  sew t h e  S o u t h  R idge o f  3 i m l i  was

i n  J u l y  1971.  A y  b r o t h e r  ( t h e n  1 4 )  a n d  I  h a d  j u s t

scrambled up  Jones a n d  t h e r e  i t  was;  b e a u t i f u l ,  i m p r e s -

s i ve  a n d — f r o m  t h a t  a n g l e — s e e m i n g l y  i m p o s s i b l e .

So e a r l y  one w e t  morn ing  i n  J u l y ,  Dave S n i d e r  and

I  t o o k  o f f  f r o m  T r a i l .  I n s t e a d  o f  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  u s u a l

r ou te  l e a d i n g  t o  b e l o w  P r e s t l e y,  we  t o o k  t h e  r i g h t  f o r k

o f  t h e  new l o g g i n g  r o a d  ar ld s o  managed t o  v e r y  e a s i l y

ga in  1 , 0 0 0  v e r t i c a l  f e e t  b e f o r e  p a r k i n g  my c a r  a t  a  l o g -

g ing  l a n d i n g ,  o u r  o b j e c t i v e  r i s i n g  t h r o u g h  morn ing  m i s t

deed ahead o f , u s .  T h e  approach  seemed t o  b e  e a s y,  b u t ,

a las ,  f o r  w e t  bushes a n d  s t e e p  h i l l s i d e s .  A f t e r  a  f e w

hours o f  h i g h  C lass  F i v e  bushwhack (some a i d  o n  h a r d

sec t i ons  5 we had  f i n a l l y  s u r f a c e d  o n  a l p i n e  meadows b e l o w

the b a c k  ( s o u t h )  s i d e  o f  W o l f ' s  E a r s .  A f t e r  one  more h o u r
*

o f  t r a v e r s i n g ,  w e  were  f i n a l l y  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  c l i m b .

Dur ing  o u r  approach  we saw t h e  r i d g e  f r o m  s e v e r a l  a n g l e s

-Id e v e r y  t i m e  i t  somehow managed t o  l o o k  more f o r b i d i n g ;

my r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t w o  P e t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  a s c e n t .

A f t e r  a  q u i c k  l u n c h  and some a r g u i n g  abou t  j u s t  where was
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the s t a r t  o f  t h e  r o u t e ,  I  l e d  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  B l o o d y - -

quite  l i t e r a l l y ,  j u s t  ask  my knuckles--bloody hard work

i t  was. A f t e r  a  f e w  minutes I  was so  armed out  t h a t

against my b e t t e r  i n t e n t i o n s  I  had t o  t a k e  occasional

rests i n  my e t r i e r s .  H o w e v e r,  a f t e r  l i t t l e  over  one

hour--how t ime  f l i e s  when you a r e  having f u n - - i t  was

over and Dave had t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  savour t h e  d e l i g h t s

of 5 . 7 .  B u t ,  i t  was n o t  one o f  h i s  b e t t e r  days.  H e

star ted  o u t  b y  l o s i n g  h i s  hardhat ,  wh ich  does l o o k  q u i t e

ragged now, a f t e r  i t s  f r e e  f e l l  and long  bouncy descent

down t h e  sc ree  s lope  below.  L i k e  me, h e  t o o  g o t  q u i t e

t i r e d  and a f t e r  consul t ing  o u r  watches and having one

long l o o k  a t  t h e  changing weather,  we  decided t o  have a

go a t  i t  some o t h e r  t i m e .  F r o m  our  e l e v a t i o n  we cou ld

see a  r e a l l y  good r o u t e  t o  o u r  c a r  and were a b l e  t o

reach i t  i n  l e s s  t h a n  two hours.

Two weeks l a t e r  I  was back .  D a v e  could  no t  make i t ,

but my t r u s t e d  f r i e n d  and c l imbing  par tne r  P a t r i c k  Teddy

could. W e  made good t i m e  on  our  approach; e a c h  o f  us

t r i e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a n t  and we met a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e

climb i n  one hour  and f o r t y - f i v e  minutes.  I n  v iew o f  my

*experience" I  aga in  had t h e  p leasure  o f  l e a d i n g  t h e

f i r s t  p i t c h .  A g a i n ,  b loody  hard work, b u t  i t  d i d  n o t

l a s t  a s  l o n g  as  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  I  s e t  up t h e  b e l a y

below t h e  overhang capping t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  j u s t  as
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the wea the r  wes cheng ing .  C o l d  w i n d  b l e w  n o i s i l y

around t h e  edge o f  t h e  r i d g e  a n d  s h o r t  h s i l  showers ceme

down e s  P e t  s t a r t e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  second p i t c h .  H e  q u i c k -

l y  d i seppes red  b e h i n d  t h e  overhang  end t h e n  o n l y  t h e

s low movement o f  t h e  r o p e s  t h r o u g h  my f i g u r e  e i g h t  i n d i -

cated t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h e  h  d  t o  overcome. S u d d e n l y  t h e

rope wen t  t u t  end  I  was l o o k i n g  i n  P t ' s  f s c e .  H e  wns

hsnging f r e e l y  e b o u t  e i g h t  t o  t e n  f e e t  f r o m  me n t  my

l e v e l ,  h n v i n g  f s l l e n  b o u t  t w e n t y  f e e t .  H e  pendulumed t o

our s tance e f t e r  9  s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  end s  f e w  d e l e t e d

e x p l e t i v e s - - I  t o o  h s d  9  l o o k  b e h i n d  t h e  ove rhsng .  H o w -

ever,  b y  t h e n  t h e  w e e t h e r  WPS d e f i n i t e l y  chang ing  f o r  t h e

worse end  n e i t h e r  one  o f  u s  was f e e l i n g  l i k e  c o n t i n u i n g

the c l i m b  s o  we d e c i d e d  t o  r e p p e l  o f f .  3 y  t h e n  i t  wns

w e l l  p e s t  l u n c h t i m e - - t o o  l e t e  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  s e r i o u s  s n d

too e a r l y  t o  g o  beck—so  we h a d  a  l o o k  n round ,  h o p i n g  t o

f i n d  en  e l t e r n e t e  r o u t e .  A b o u t  one  hundred  f e e t  u p  f r o m

the edge o f  t h e  r i d g e  ( t o  t h e  l e f t ,  l o o k i n g  up )  we

found a  l o n g  d i n g o n s l  c h i m n e y - l i k e  c r e e k .  I t  sppeered

to  b e  c l o s e d  o f f  b y  e  b i g  overhsng ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  v e n t u r e d ,

n o t h i n g  g n i n e d ,  s o  u p  t h e  ch imney I  w e n t .  T h e  f i r s t  f e w

moves we re  somewhnt ewkwerd, b u t  once  i n  t h e  c h i m n e j  i t -

s e l f ,  t h e  g o i n g  wns e a s y  end  d e l i g h t f u l  a n d ,  w h n t ' s

more, i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  overhang  c o u l d  be  t u r n e d  o n

the l e f t .  I  r e n  o u t  o f  r o p e  r i g h t  be low  t h e  overhnng ,



so I  s e t  u p  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  b e l a y  and  b r o u g h t  P a t  u p .

His c o n f i d e n c e  r e s t o r e d ,  h e  q u i c k l y  f o u n d  a  way a round

the overhang,  a  f e w  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  moves, a n d  i n  a

few m inu tes  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  n o t c h  o n  t h e  r i d g e - - t h e

end o f  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e  e n d  t h e

end o f  t h e  r e e l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  H e r e  we s p e n t  some t i m e

examining t h e  r o c k  above u s .  I t  was l o o k i n g  good,

s o l i d ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  and w e l l  w i t h i n  o u r  a b i l i t i e s - - n o

more t h a n  5 . 6 .

We were  b a c k  i n  t w o  weeks.  T o  make s u r e  t h a t  we

would make a  c l e a n  a s c e n t  I  s u c c e s s f u l l y  managed t o

f o r g e t  my hammer and  p i n s .  I  s t a r t e d  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h

th rough  t h e  ch imney end  i t  was q a i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e

f i r s t  t i m e  a round .  W a s  i t  due  t o  t h e  e a r l y  h o u r  o r  t o

the awkward peck? I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  t h e  p i t c h  t o o k  me

almost a n  h o u r .  W h e n  I  a r r i v e d  b e l o w  t h e  overhang,  P a t

c l imbed up  a  b i t  h i g h e r ;  I  had  f i n i s h e d  t h e  p i t c h

unbelayed t o  s a v e  t i m e  t h a t  wou ld  have  been l o s t  s e t t i n g

up a  b e l a y  ( o n  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  we used  one # 3  h e x  as

s a f e t y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  m o v e s - - g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  ch imney i t -

s e l f - - t h e  p i t c h  i t s e l f  i s  a b o u t  one  hundred  e i g h t y  f e e t ) .

I  was s i t t i n g  o n  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  l e d g e ,  t a k i n g  i n  t h e  s u n

w h i l e  h e  l a b o r e d  u p  and  a round  t h e  c o r n e r  mak ing s a t i s -

f i e d  n o i s e s  a s  h e  p rog ressed .  I  s o o n  c o u l d  see  why;

the c l i m b i n g  was s i m p l y  g l o r i o u s ,  s t e e p ,  exposed ,  g r e a t
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ho lds ,  i n  one  w o r d - - p u r e  p l e a s u r e .  I  l e d  t h e  n e x t

s h o r t i s h  p i t c h  t o  t h e  second s t e p  i n  t h e  r i d g e ,  w h e r e

we had  8  l e i s u r e l y  l u n c h .  T h e n  i t  was P a t ' s  t u r n  a g a i n .

He q u i c k l y  c l i m b e d  up  a b o u t  s i x t y  t o  e i g h t y  f e e t  b u t

then he  seemed t o  r u n  i n t o  some p rob lems .  H e  t r a v e r s e d

r i g h t ,  o n t o  t h e  E a s t  f a c e ,  b u t  a f t e r  t r y i n g  h a r d  f o r

q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  h e  had  t o  downc l imb,  a  t r i c k y  and  some-

what dangerous b u s i n e s s .  I t  was t a k i n g  h i m  some t i m e ,

and I  was g e t t i n g  e  l i t t l e  b i t  r e s t l e s s  when I  h e a r d  some

loud  swea r i ng ;  t h e  r o p e  g o t  c a u g h t  above P a t  a s  h e  was

down- t r ave rs i ng  and a s  h e  f l i p p e d  i t  t r y i n g  t o  f r e e  i t ,

i t  c a u g h t  h i m  o n  h i s  f a c e  and  t o o k  h i s  g l a s s e s  o f f .  A n

expensive mishap .  H e  h a d  t o  s t o p ,  s o  h e  s e t  u p  a  b e l a y

and b r o u g h t  me u p .  A s  we were  s o  f a r  u p  o n  t h e  r o u t e ,

he d e c i d e d  t o  c l i m b  o n  w i t h o u t  h i s  g l a s s e s ,  b u t  o n l y  a s

a second .  T h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  n e x t  p i t c h  was pe rhaps

the h a r d e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c l i m b .  H o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t o o  was

soon b e h i n d  u s  a n d  we t o o k  a  s h o r t  b r e a k  b e l o w  a  g r e a t

overhang t h a t  was supposed t o  b e  t u r n e d  o n  t h e  l e f t ,  b u t

where--on i t  o r  b e l o w  i t ?  I  c l i m b e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  b e l o w

the r o o f ,  p u t  i n  a  good #10 h e x  and  t r i e d  a  t e n s i o n

t r a v e r s e  t o  my l e f t .  H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  f o r  a  t e n s i o n  t r a -

verse one  does  need some h o l d s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  some r u g o s i -

t i e s  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  a n y.  S o  down t o  t r y  i t  t o  t h e

l e f t ,  o n l y  t o  f i n d  m y s e l f  o n  a  p e r f e c t l y  smooth v e r t i c a l
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f ace .  B a c k  and  up  a g a i n  and  a  more c a r e f u l  i n s p e c t i o n

o f  t h e  r o o f  r e v e a l e d  a  s m a l l  c r a c k ,  j u s t  r i g h t  f o r

#2 h e x .  I  c l i p p e d  i n  i t - - a  q u i c k  s h o r t  pendulum,

sma l l  m a n t l e  s h e l f  and  I  was o n  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  l e d g e  o n

the f a c e - - j u s t  i n  t i m e ,  a s  my l a s t  move d i s l o d g e d  t h e

hex t h a t  g o t  me a c r o s s .  F r o m  t h e r e  i t  was a  p i e c e  o f

cake: b i g ,  e a s y  a n g l e  s l a b s ,  c u s t o m  made f o r  p l e a s n n t ,

exposed f r i c t i o n  s c r a m b l i n g ,  s c r e e  a n d  t h e n  f i n P l l y  t h e

summit c a i r n  and  t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  Mu lvey  B a s i n ,  g r e e n

and w i t h o u t  a  t r a c e  o f  snow.  B y  t h e n  i t  was 8 : 0 0  p .m .

and g e t t i n g  d a r k  q u i c k l y .  I  h a d  t o  change my boo t s  a n d

when I  was f i n i s h e d  P a t  was a l r e a d y  gone a  l o n g  way down

the r i d g e  t o w a r d s  W o l f ' s  E a r s .  I t  was a  f a s t ,  somet imes

too f a s t  d e s c e n t .  B y  t h e  t i m e  we were  down i n  t h e  b a s i n

by t h e  f i r s t  w a t e r  s t o p ,  i t  was d a r k  and a  t h i n  moon was

low o v e r  t h e  s o u t h  h o r i z o n .  W e  s t o p p e d  and d r a n k  and

drank and  d r a n k  and  t h e n  had  one more s i p .  A s  l o n g  a s

we were  i n  t h e  meadows i n  t h e  b a s i n  t h e  g o i n g  was n o t  t o o

bad, b u t  soon  i t  g o t  more i n t e r e s t i n g  as  we e n t e r e d  t h e

f i r s t  band o f  t r e e s .  W e  s topped  f o r  a w h i l e  o n  a n  i n t e r -

ven ing  s c r e e  s l o p e  and  t h a t  i s  where P a t  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t

he had  l o s t  h i s  r o p e .  H e _ h a d  i t  u n d e r  t h e  t o p  f l a p  o f

h i s  M i l l e t  a n d  i t  must  have  g o t  snagged o n  one o f  t h e

t r e e s .  H e  was s o  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  h i s  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n

was t o  g o  b a c k  and l o o k  f o r  i t .  F i r s t ,  h i s  g l a s s e s ,  t h e n
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h i s  r o p e .  I t  w a s  t u r n i n g  o u t  t o  b e  a n  e x p e n s i v e  t r i p

f o r  h i m .  I  VIPS p l a n n i n g  t o  g o  t o  M u l v e y  i n  t w o  w e e k s

w i t h  my b r o t h e r ,  s o  I  P r o m i s e d  t o  look  f o r  i t  t h e n .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  P a t  a n d  I  h  d  t o  c o n t i n u e  o u r

m i d n i g h t  b u s h w h a c k .  T h e  moon  d i s a p p e a r e d  b e h i n d  t h e

h o r i z o n  j u s t  a s  w e  s t a r t e d  o n  9  s t e e p  s i d e h i l l  s e c t i o n .

I t  w a s  s o  d a r k  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  o u r  o w n  h a n d s  i n

f r o n t  o f  o u r  f a c e s .  T h e  l e s s  s a i d  a b o u t  t h a t  p a r t  o f

t h e  t r i p ,  t h e  b e t t e r .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  s e l d o m

d i d  I  f e e l  a  g r e e t e r  s e n s e  o f  r e l i e f  t h a n  when  we  f i n a l -

l y  a r r i v e d  a t  o u r  c a r .  T o  o u r  s u r p r i s e ,  w e  f o u n d  t w o

o t h e r  c a r s  p a r k e d  t h e r e .  W e  w e r e  s o  e a g e r  t o  g e t  o n

o u r  w a y,  t h a t  we  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t o  w r i t e  a  n o t e  a b o u t

P a t ' s  l o s t  r o p e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  c a r s .

I n  a n y  e v e - I t  d e s p i t e  t h e  s e t b a c k s ,  i t  w a s  a  s a t i s f y i n g

t r i p  a n d  P  g o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  o u r  a n n u a l  f a l l  t r i p

t o  t h e  3 u g a b o o s .  3 u t  t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  t a l e .

A f t e r n o t e : -  T h e  r o p e  w a s  f o u n d  b y  S c o t t  R o w e t t .

Deer. H o u g h t o n  r e a d  m y  e n t r y  i n  t h e  M u l v e y  H u t  j o u r n a l

and v i a  r a t h e r  m y s t e r i o u s  c h a n n e l s  ( c h a n c e  m e e t i n g  i n  a

pub )  i n f o r m e d  S c o t t  a n d  P a t  n o w  h a s  h i s  r o p e  b a c k .
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The V a l h a l l a  C o m m i t t e e  r e c e n t l y  e x p a n d e d  i n t o  a  f u l l

f l e d g e d  s o c i e t y  a n d  w i l l  s o o n  b e  l a u n c h i n g  8  m e m b e r s h i p

d r i v e .  S u c h  m e m b e r s h i p  w i l l  h e l p  s u p p o r t  o u r  e f f o r t s .

Members w i l l  r e c e i v e  n e w s l e t t e r s  a n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  T r a i l

Gu ide  t o  t h e  V a l h a l l a s .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  w e  a r e  s e n d i n g

you t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  b r i n g  y o u  u p  t o  d a t e .

L a s t  M a r c h  we made a  f u l l  s c a l e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n

V i c t o r i a ,  t o  To m  W a t e r l a n d ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  L a n d s  a n d  F o r e s t s ,

and Sam B a w l f ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  R e c r e a t i o n  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n .

They w e r e  g i v e n  a  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  b r i e f  a n d  shown  t h e

Va l h a l l a  Shown w h i c h  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  a p p e a r e d  o n  CBC-TV.

The g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e s p o n s e  w a s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  m o r a t o r i u m

a g a i n s t  l o g g i n g  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .  H o w e v e r ,  l o g g i n g  was  n o t

s c h e d u l e d  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ' s ;  t h u s ,  t h e  V a l h a l l s

S o c i e t y  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  V a l h a l l s  P r o p o s a l  w a s  s u f -

f i c i e n t l y  a d v a n c e d  b y  t h i s  a c t i o n .  T h i s  i n t e r v e n i n g

p e r i o d  h a s  g i v e n  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  V a l h a l l a  P a r k  a n

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e d o u b l e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  a n d  t h e y  h o p e  t o

i n t r o d u c e  t h e  a s t o n i s h i n g  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  t h e

Va l h a l l a s  t o  C a n a d i a n s  f r o m  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t .
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I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  a  T V  p r o g r a m  e n t i t l e d  " T h e

Va l h a l l a s "  w a s  p r o d u c e d  b y  D e W i t t  J o n e s  a n d  R i c h a r d

C a n i e l l  l a s t  y e a r ,  a n d  was  s h o w n  o n  0 3 0  " f a e h a n i e "  i n

t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  e a r l y  summer.  T h e  p h o t o g r a p h y  was  b y

D e W i t t  J o n e s  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  s u p p l i e d  b y

Va l h a l l a  S o c i e t y  members C r a i g  P e t t i t t ,  L a r r y  S t a r k e ,

John R u s s e l l ,  C o l l e e n  P e a k ,  a n d  Wayne M c C r o r y.  T h e

show was  w r i t t e n  a n d  n a r r a t e d  b y  R i c h a r d  C a n i e l l .  T h e

s o u n d t r a c k  i n c l u d e d  d e e p l y  e x p r e s s i v e  m u s i c  b y  P a c h e b e l

and G u s t a v  M a h l e r .  A  t r a v e l l i n g  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  s h o w

was s e e n  i n  l e w  D e n v e r ,  N e l s o n ,  S l o c a n ,  N a k u s p ,  3 u r t o n ,

K a s l o ,  C a s t l e g a r ,  K o k a n e e  P a r k ,  F i e l d ,  a n d  E d m o n t o n ,

w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s  a n d  w i t h  a  v e r y  d e e p  e f f e c t  o n

many v i e w e r s .

The d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  t h e  V a l h a l l a s  c o u l d

n o t  b e  d e l a y e d  v e r y  much  l o n g e r ,  w h a t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s s u r e s

on many  o t h e r  P r o v i n c i a l  a n d  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s .  A  f a r  w i d e r

media c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  h a s  e n s u e d  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  t h e

announcement t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  7reoP;raphic i s  b r i n g i n g  o u t

an a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  l a k e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  V a l h a l l a  Range  s o m e -

t i m e  n e x t  a u t u m n .  T h e  : ITeo=saphic  c o v e r a g e  h a s  s p u r r e d  u s

t o  b e g i n  w o r k  o n  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  f o r  C a n a d i a n  p e r i o d -

i c a l s .  M e m b e r s  a r e  u r g e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  b y  s u b m i t t i n g

a r t i c l e s  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h y  f o r  p o s s i b l e  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  v a r i o u s

magaz ines .

A T r a i l  G u i d e  t o  t h e  V a l h a l l a s ,  w r i t t e n  b y  R i c h a r d
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A l l i n ,  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  b y  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  w i l l

be a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  S o c i e t y .  I t  w i l l  b e  s i m i l a r  t o  p u b -

l i c a t i o n s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a n d  w i l l  d e l i v e r  t o

v i s i t o r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  V a l h a l l a  RPnge ,

f r o m  t h e  l a k e  s h o r e  t o  t h e  a l p i n e  p e a k s .

We t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  v e r y

e n c o u r a g i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  s t i l l  u r g e n t l y  n e e d  l e t t e r s

w r i t t e n  t o  V i c t o r i a  t o t

Hon. S a m  B a w l f ,
M i n i s t e r  o f  R e c r e a t i o n
and C o n s e r v a t i o n

Hon. To m  W a t e r l a n d ,
M i n i s t e r  o f  L a n d s
and F o r e s t s

M r.  B i l l  K i n g
MLA,
R e v e l s t o k e - S l o c a n

ADDRESS: P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s ,
V i c t o r i a ,  B . C .
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by P e t e r  K o e d t

I n  m i d - J u l y  S c o t t  Rowed a n d  I  d i d  a  v a r i e t i o n  o n

t h e  S o u t h  R i d g e  o f  G i m l i ,  s e e k i n g  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o

some o f  t h e  h a r d  c l i m b i n g  o n  t h e  l o w e r  p e r t  o f  t h e

r i d g e  p r o p e r .  I f  o n e  f o l l o w s  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s o u t h -

wes t  f a c e  t o w a r d  t h e  s o u t h  r i d g e ,  o n e  w i l l  o e  f o r c e d  t o

descend a b r u p t l y  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  s h o r t  o f  t h e

s t a r t  o f  t h e  r i d g e .  R i g h t  a t  t h i s  o r e a k o v e r  p o i n t  c l i m o

a d o u b l e  c r a c k  ( a  v e r y  w i d e  s t e m ,  5 . 7  -  5 . 9  d e p e n d i n g  o n

y o u r  h e i g h t )  f o r  t w e n t y  f e e t  e n d  t h e n  d i a g o n a l  u p  a n d

r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  o b v i o u s  g u l l y - c h i m n e y  w h i c h  i n t e r s e c t s

t h e  r i d g e  P t  t h e  l e r g e  s t e p  h a l f w a y  u p .  T h i s  a v o i d s  t h e

f i r s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p i t c h e s  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e  b u t  t h e

f i r s t  t w e n t y  f e e t  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  may  b e  P s  h a r d  P s  t h e

c l i m b i n g  we w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  b y p a s s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t ' s  n o t  so

s u s t a i n e d .  T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  i s  n o t  h a r d ,  b u t

f u l l  o f  l o o s e  f l a k e s  a n d  n o t  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e .

I t ' s  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i a g  t h a t  we  c l i m b e d  t h e  w h o l e  r o u t e

w i t h  n u t  a n d  r u n n e r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  f r o m  w h a t  I  r emember

i t  w h o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  b o t t o m  h a l f  o f  t h e

o r i g i n
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Toward  t h e  e n d  o f  A u g u s t  L e o  Jamsme ( I  t h i n k ,  e d ! ) ,

Sue V D o n n e l l ,  J e r e  P o p e l k o v a  a n d  I  c l i m b e d  t h e  l e f t  h a n d
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r ou te  o n  t h e  S o u t h  Face o f  Asga rd .  I  wanted  t o  t r y  t o  d o

i t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a n  ( n o  p i t o n s ) ,  a n d  t h o u g h  i t  t o o k  some

time a n d  f i d d l i n g  some p l a c e s  I  succeeded.  I  u s e d  a l m o s t

every p i e c e  o f  a  w e l l  g radua ted  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a b o u t

e igh teen t o  t w e n t y  n u t s  f r o m  a  # 2  s t o p p e r  t o  a  # 9  hexcen -

t r i c .  F o r  one  p lacement  i t  wou ld  be  u s e f u l  t o  have

medium s i z e  cam-nut  o f  some k i n d  ( c a .  l i " )  a l t h o u g h  we

managed w i t h o u t  i t .

I n  my o p i n i o n ,  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s ,

both  t h e  S o u t h  R idge  r o u t e  o n  G i m l i  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  Face

l e f t  r o u t e  o n  Asgard  a r e  h a r d e r  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t

r a t i n g s  o f  5 . 7  and  5 . 6  -  5 . 7  a n d  s h o u l d  be  r e g r a d e d  5 . 8

and 5 . 7  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  S i m i l a r l y  I  f e e l  t h e  Sou th  Face

r o u t e  o n  Asga rd  i s  5 . 8  r a t h e r  t h a n  5 . 7 .

Route D e s c r i p t i o n s

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  u r g e  f u t u r e  donors  o f  r o u t e  d e s c r i p -

t i o n s  whe the r  t h e  c l i m b s  b e  f i r s t  ascen t s  o r  n o t ,  t o

drew c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between f r e e  c l i m b i n g  and d i r e c t

a i d .  A s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t e r m s ,  i f  a  p e r s o n  p u l l s  u p  o n

a s l i n g  o r  does  a  t e n s i o n  t r a v e r s e  o r  pendulum t h i s  i s

d i r e c t  a i d .  I f  o t h e r s  unde rs tand  them d i f f e r e n t l y ,  I

t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  be  b e s t  i f  t h e y  s p e c i f y ,  " 5 . 6  w i t h  pendulum"

or  " 5 . 8  w i t h  a  r e s t  h a n k i n g  on  a  s l i n g , "  a n d  so  o n .  I ' m

not  t r y i n g  t o  encourage p e o p l e  n o t  t o  d o  a  t e n s i o n  t r a -

verse o r  a  pendulum i f  t h e y  f e e l  i t ' s  n e c e s s a r y,  b u t
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m e r e l y  t o  m  k e  n o t e  o f  i t  when  t h e y  w r i t e  i t  u p - - b o t h  s o

subsequen t  p a r t i e s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  i n  f o r  a
- -
, d  t o  p r e -s e r v e  P  k e e n  s e n s e  o f  a e s t h e t i c s .

I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  r o u t e  d e s c r i p t i o n s

i n c l u d e  P r l  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o r t  o f  g e a r  t h a t  w i l l

l i k e l y  b e  n e e d e d  o n  a  c l i m b ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t

p i t o n s  m i g h t  b e  l e c e s s a r y .  I t ' s  a  r e a l  a d v a n t a g e  t o  k n o w

t h a t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p o u n d s  o f  u s e l e s s  s t e e l  c a n  b e  l e f t

a t  home.



A s 1
- , - ,
r d  
( 9
,
1
5
0
1
) ,  
l
u
l
v
e
y  
7
1
r
o
u
p

August 7 ,  1 9 7 7  P h o t o  b y  J u l i e  J o r t i l e r

I t .  ] l e m e - c e u  ( 1 2 , 0 0 1 ' )
J u l y  2 6 ,  1977  P h o t o  o y  J u l i e  j l o r t i
j
n e r





Cretmenceau/3k:g G 4 y 1
by B e r t  P o r t

As we r a c e d  t o w a r d  t h e  n o t c h ,  I  s t o l e  a  g l a c e  a t

the  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ;  h i s  noncha lance d i d  n o t h i n g  t o

reduce my uneas iness .  B u t ,  a  moment l a t e r  we b l a s t e d

between t h e  s k e l e t a l  r o c k  f i n g e r s  i n  t h e  n o t c h  and f o u n d

ourse lves h i g h  above i c e ,  be tween  Cummings A l p  and Tu s k

G l a c i e r .  R o u n d i n g  t h e  s o u t h  end o f  t h e  f a c i n g  r i d g e ,  w e

ascended Tusk  G l a c i e r  a  c o u p l e  o f  m i l e s  and  s e t t l e d  t o

the snow a t  a b o u t  8 , 0 0 0  f e e t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  humour o f  i t

was n o t  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h o s e  who were

a l ready  t h e r e  c l i m b e d  i n t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and  were wh isked

away t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  base  camp. W e  were  t o  f o l l o w  t h e

same r o u t e  i n  a  f e w  days  b u t  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more e f f o r t .

A second h e l i c o p t e r  t r i p  b r o u g h t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e

supp l i es  a n d  comple ted  t h e  p a r t y ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  Dave

Adams, E r i c  W h i t e ,  J u l i e  M o r t i m e r,  E r i c  N o r t o n ,  S u e  P o r t ,

and m y s e l f .  A  k i t c h e n  s i t e  was q u i c k l y  chosen o n  a  s m a l l

moraine and  whipped i n t o  shape w h i l e  t h e  t e n t s  were  p u t

up o n  t h e  snow.  W i t h  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  l o o k e d  a f t e r ,  w e  had

t ime t o  examine o u r  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  S t r a i g h t  o u t  t h e  t e n t

door,  a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  away,  w e  c o u l d  see t h e  i c e ,  s n o w,

and r o c k  o f  Tu s k  Peak,  i t s  g l a c i e r  and  t h e  e n c i r c l i n g  r i d g e .

To t h e  w e s t ,  r o s e  a  range  o f  f i n e  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  unnamed



peaks, m a r r e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  ev i dence  o f  r e c e n t  s l a b  a v a l -

anches f r o m  n e a r  t h e i r  summi ts .  T o  t h e  n o r t h ,  beyond  t h e

summit o f  t h e  n 6 v ‘ ,  w e r e  s e v e r a l  f i n e  peaks ,  among them

Mts. M o r r i s o n  and Sha rp .  T h e  b u l k  o f  Clemencesu r o s e

above u s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  s o  c l o s e  and  f o r e s h o r t e n e d  t h a t  t h e

peak i t s e l f  was n o t  d i s e r n a b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s o u t h e a s t

r i d g e  gave  a  h i n t  o f  wha t  we m i g h t  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d .

The domes t i c  c h o r e s  t a k e n  c a r e  o f ,  S u e ,  J u l i e ,  Dave ,

and E r i c  N .  s t r o l l e d  t o w a r d  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  g l a c i e r ,

hoping t o  l e a r n  someth ing  o f  t o m o r r o w ' s  r o u t e  o n  Clemenceau.

E r i c  W. a n d  I  o p t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  r o u t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o n

the moun ta in  i t s e l f .  T h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s o f t n e s s  o f  t h e  snow

fo r ced  u s  t o  t u r n  back  a t  a b o u t  9 , 5 0 0  f e e t  b y  w h i c h  t i m e

we h a d  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  r o u t e  beyond appeared q u i t e

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .

R i s i n g  a t  3 0 0  t h e  n e x t  morn ing  we r a p i d l y  f o l l o w e d

y e s t e r d a y ' s  t r a c k s  and  p ressed  o n .  S n o w  c o n d i t i o n s  were

e x c e l l e n t  f o r  crampons a n d  t h e  v i e w  s p e c t a c u l a r .  W h i l e

we moved upward o n  t h e  shadowed wes t  f a c e  t h e  s u n  f o l l o w e d ,

no t  p a s s i n g  u s  u n t i l  we were  w e l l  up  t h e  moun ta in .  W i t h

the summi t  i n  t h e  b a g  we were  h a l t e d  r a t h e r  a b r u p t l y  b y

a monstrous c r e v a s s e .  T h e  u p p e r  w a l l  was o v e r  P hundred

f e e t  h i g h ,  s l i g h t l y  ove rhang ing  and a s  smooth  as  i f  t h e

g l a c i e r  had  been opened b y  a  g i g a n t i c  s c a l p e l .  D a v e  and

E r i c  W. began  t o  e x p l o r e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a i d  r o u t e  where
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the l o w e r  l i p  approached t h e  u p p e r.  W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r

them t o  succeed,  t h e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  e lemen t  i n  t h e

p a r t y  back t r acked  a  f e w  hundred y a r d s  a n d  f o u n d  a  passab le

a l t e r n a t i v e .  B y  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  we were  o n  t h e  summi t ,

too e x c i t e d  t o  s i t  s t i l l  and  e a t  l u n c h ,  s o  we wa l ked

around, p e e r i n g  o v e r  t h e  edges ,  v e r y  aware o f  t h e  c o r n i c e s .

A l l  a round  were rem inde rs  o f  o t h e r  camps and  c l i m b s - -

Robson t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  S i r  Sand fo rd  and  t h e  Adamants t o

the s o u t h ;  e n d  t o  t h e  e a s t  we saw more o f  t h e  Columbia

summit t h a n  I  h a d  when s t a n d i n g  on  i t  i n  May. N e a r e r ,

we c o u l d  see  t h e  peaks  t h a t  o u r  base camp f r i e n d s  mus t

be c l i m b i n g ;  w e  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  exchange w i t h  them

i n  a  f e w  days .  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  h e a t  w h i c h  made f o r

t e r r i b l e  snow q u a l i t y  and  q u e s t i o n a l b e  snow b r i d g e s ,

the d e s c e n t  was u n e v e n t f u l .

The f o l l o w i n g  morn ing  we s t a r t e d  o u t  f o r  Tu s k .  T h e

s l o w l y  descend ing  g l a c i e r  was e a s y  t o  t r a v e l , b u t  we were

no t  q u i t e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  a r e a  a n d  o u r  w a l k

seemed e n d l e s s .  B u t  e v e n t u a l l y  we began t o  ascend and

i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  n i g h t ' s  f r e e z i n g  l e v e l

was much h i g h e r .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  were  t o  have  n o  c o l d  n i g h t s

f o r  t h e  rema inde r  o f  t h e  camp. W h e n  we reached  t h e  r i d g e

we d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  p o s s i b l e  d i r e c t  r o u t e  t o  base camp v i a

the Shack le ton -Cowl  c o l  had  some d e c i d e d l y  u n a t t r a c t i v e

aspects t o  i t ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  w h i c h  was t h e  snow i n

which we were  w a l l o w i n g .  F o r t u n a t e l y  a  s h o r t  p i t c h  o f
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bearab le  r o c k  p u t  u s  o n  t h e  s o u t h  r i d g e  where t h e  snow

was p a s s a b l e  u n t i l  n e a r  t h e  summi t .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e

choice was between u n s t a b l e  s o f t  snow o r  u n s t a b l e  s o f t

rock ;  h a v i n g  been submerged f o r  some t i m e  we chose  t h e

rock .

Our e f f o r t s  we re  a g a i n  rewarded w i t h  en  e a r l y  l u n c h

on t h e  summi t  and  c l o s e - u p  v i e w s  o f  some v e r y  f i n e

mountain f e a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e a s t  f a c e  o f  S h a c k l e t o n ,

the r i d g e  s t r e t c h i n g  away t o  D u p l i c a t e ,  a n d  b e l o w  o u r

f e e t  t h e  t a n g l e  o f  i t s  i c e f a l l .

Our j o u r n e y  b a c k  t o  camp was e n l i v e n e d  b y  a n  e n c o u n t -

er  w i t h  a  s q u i r r e l  o n  t h e  g l a c i e r .  A p p a r e n t l y  m i s t a k i n g

some o f  t h e  p a r t y  f o r  t r e e s ,  i t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e i r

upper l i m b s .  M i s i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h i s  o r d i n a r y  s q u i r r e l

behav iour  a s  a n  a t t a c k ,  t h e  c l i m b e r s  r e t a l i a t e d  w i t h

some f i n e  impromptu  d a n c i n g  and a c r o b a t i c s .  L u c k i l y ,  a

f a m i l y  o f  g o a t s  c r o s s i n g  t h e  g l a c i e r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  made

the p r o p e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and  k e p t  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  d i s t a n c e .

) u r  f i n a l  e v e n i n g  a t  t h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  s p o t  was s p e n t

on t h e  d r y ,  warm r o c k s  o f  t h e  mora ine  b a s k i n g  i n  t h e  s u n

end f a n t a s y i n g  a b o u t  t h e  wonders t h a t  w o u l d  s u r e l y  a w a i t

us a t  base  camp.

R i s i n g  a t  o u r  r e g u l a r  t i m e  o f  3 ; 3 0  we q u i c k l y  s t r u c k

camp, b u n d l e d  e v e r y t h i n g  up  a n d  made i t  f a s t  t o  t h e  mora ine .

A l i n e  o f  wands l e a d i n g  o n t o  t h e  g l a c i e r  ensured  t h a t  t h e
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nex t  g r o u p  wou ld  have n o  t r o u b l e  f i n d i n g  h i g h  camp. W e

r a p i d l y  descended some 1 , 5 0 0  f e e t  down t h e  d r y  Tusk  G l a c i e r ,

t r a v e r s e d  t o  t h e  Olemenceau G l a c i e r  and  began t h e  a s c e n t .

I n  good s p i r i t s  a t  f i r s t ,  we  soon  began t o  t i r e  o f  ramb ing

around i n  t h e  r o t t e n  c revasses  and  s e r a c s  b l o c k i n g  o u r

way t o  t h e  u p p e r  g l a c i e r .  O n c e  a g a i n  good l u c k ,  l i k e

the good w e a t h e r,  was  o n  o u r  s i d e  and  we soon  b r o k e

th rough.  T h e  d a z z l i n g  wh i teness  t h a t  c o n f r o n t e d  u s  seemed

to  g o  onward  and upward e n d l e s s l y.  T h e  s u n ,  w h i c h  had

prov ided  u s  w i t h  s u c h  g l o r i o u s  d a y s ,  n o w  c o l l e c t e d  r e p a y -

ment a s  we s l o g g e d  t o  t h e  9 , 0 0 0  f o o t  l e v e l .  B u t  t h e  s i z e

and a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  h a n g i n g  g l a c i e r s  we passed n e a r  a l l

day h e l p e d  t o  ' r e l i e v e  t h e  d r u d g e r y.  T h e  appearance o f

two f i g u r e s  o n  t h e  r i d g e  above encouraged us  t o  t h i n k

t h a t  we w o u l d  be  a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  a  good t r a c k  home. A l e s ,

i t  was n o t  t o  b e .  E v e n t u a l l y  we d i d  r o u n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e

r i d g e  and  we c o u l d  s e e  camp, b u t  i t  was t h r e e  m i l e s  away

and we w o u l d  c l e a r l y  need t o  g a i n  and l o s e  more a l t i t u d e

be fo re  o u r  l a b o u r s  were  done f o r  t h a t  d a y.  P u l l e d  o n  b y

v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o o k - t e n t ,  w e  l u r c h e d  a l o n g  and s l o w l y  -

crossed t h e  l a s t  c revasse  i n t o  camp. T h e  e v e n i n g  meal

was a  c h e e r f u l  a f f a i r  w i t h  p l e n t y  t o  e a t ,  s i n c e  some had

e lec ted  t o  f o r g o  d i n n e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  o l d

mounta ineer ing  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  b i v o u a c .

- 4 5 -



X
o
r
c
l
u
z

by P e t e r  M c I v e r

The morn ing  o f  t h e  second f u l l  d a y  a t  camp began

w i t h  a  g l o r i o u s  s u n r i s e  a s  we c r o s s e d  t h e  g r e y  snow

towards o u r  a l r e a d y  w h i t e  o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s t e e p

cone o f  P i c  To r d u  w h i c h  dominated t h e  v i e w  t o  t h e  w e s t

o f  o u r  camp. W e  a l r e a d y  knew t h a t  t h e  r i d g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h

of  t h e  peak  f r o m  Cowl  was t o o  t h i n  f o r  c o m f o r t — r a z o r

sharp a n d  w i t h  u n s t a b l e  s n o w - - s i n c e  we had  t r i e d  t h a t

rou te  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y.  T h i s  d a y  we d e c i d e d  we w o u l d

t r a v e l  b y  a  s m a l l  s t e e p  g l a c i e r  o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .

A l though r e c e n t  snow w i t h  a  c r u s t y  s u r f a c e  c o v e r e d

most o f  t h e  h o l e s  i n  t h e  g l a c i e r ,  w e  b r o k e  t h r o u g h  i n

seve ra l  p l a c e s .  P l o d d i n g  o n  t h e  s o f t  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  f o u r

o f  u s - - K i m  K r a t k y,  J a n i c e  I s a a c ,  P e t e r  Wood and I - -

e v e n t u a l l y  reached  t h e  e a s t f a c e .  T h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r o u t e

was s t e e p  and  i n v o l v e d  c r o s s i n g  a  bergschrund ,  b u t  b e i n g

shaded i t s  c o n d i t i o n  was q u i t e  s t a b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  we

crossed i n t o  s u n s h i n e  o n  t h e  s o u t h  r i d g e  t h e  snow g o t

p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more r o t t e n .  T h e  r i d g e  i t s e l f  was much

b e t t e r ,  t h o u g h ,  w i t h  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  f l u t e d  d i p s  a n d  w h o r l s ,

which r o s e  upwards t o  t h e  summi t .  F r o m  t h e  summit  t h e

view t o  t h e  n o r t h  p resen ted  Clemenceau—Lord o f  t h e  R i n g

o f  i t s  c o u r t i e r s  w i t h  t h e  l e s s e r  peaks  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t - -

- 46  -



our o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h r e e  d a y s .  A l s o  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n

stood Tusk - -we re  t h e s e  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  o u r  companions a t

the o t h e r  camp?; T o  t h e  w e s t  beckoned r o c k y  and  f o r m i d -

ab le  S h a c k l e t o n ,  t h e  s i t e  o f  o u r  adven tu re  tomor row.

So now f o r  l u n c h .  W e  chose  a  sunny r o c k  o u t c r o p

above t h e  e a s t  f a c e .  T h e n  we i d l y  t h r e w  a  s n o w b a l l  o n t o

the s l o p e  a n d  a  s m a l l  t r i a n g l e  g rew  and g rew  and g r e w.

A hundred f e e t  w i d e  now i t  f u n n e l l e d  i n t o  a  g u l l y  above

out  a s c e n t  r o u t e .  T h e  snow f e l l ,  t h e n  f l e w  f i f t y  f e e t

i n  t h e  a i r  i n  a  cascade 1 , 5 0 0  f e e t  be low  u s .  A g a i n ,  a

pebble t h i s  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  same r e s u l t s .  G r e a t  e n t e r t a i n -

ment f o r  l u n c h t i m e .  T h e r e  seemed no  end  t o  t h e  l o o s e  snow.

S low ly  t h e  l i g h t  appeared.

"Going t o  b e  f u n  g o i n g  down t h e r e . "

"Yes . "

"Wonder w h a t  t h e  n o r t h  r i d g e  i s  l i k e . "

"Steep a s  H e l l . "

"We l l ,  maybe we s h o u l d  l o o k  anyway. "

So we descended b y  t h i s  s t e e p ,  b u t  a t  f i r s t  s t a b l e ,

r i d g e .  N o w  t h e  r i d g e  f l a t t e n e d ,  w i t h  a  l a r g e  c o r n i c e  t o

the e a s t  and  a  r e a l l y  s t e e p  s l o p e  t o  t h e  w e s t .

Pe te r  b e h i n d  me, " I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a  l i n e  o f  wenknesss

i n  f r o n t " .  S o  I  d ropped  down h a l f  a  p a c e - - t h e  s l o p e  b e l o w

was r e a l l y  s t e e p  and  u n s t a b l e .  B o o m :  T h e  s i x t y  f o o t  l o n g

and t w e n t y  f o o t  w ide  c o r n i c e  i n  f r o n t o f  u s  d i sappea red

over t h e  edge.  O u r  f r i e n d s  i n  camp were  w a t c h i n g  w i t h

b i n o c u l a r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .
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T h i s  w a s  a  l i t t l e  d i s t u r b i n g ,  s o  I  moved  down t h e

s l o p e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f e e t .  H e r e ,  t h e  s u g a r  s n o w  p e e l e d

o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  PS I  w a l k e d  a n d  I  s t a m p e d  a  p P t h  t h r o u g h .

A r o p e  i s  a  g o o d  t h i n g .

The r o c k s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  p i t c h  w e r e  t h e  p o i n t

r e a c h e d  b y  t h e  g r o u p  y e s t e r d a y  o n  t h e i r  a b o r t i v e  a s c e n t .

They c o u l d  s e e  t h e  c o r n i c e  b e t t e r  f r o m  b e l o w  t h a n  w e

c o u l d  f r o m  a b o v e .

The r e m a i n i n g  d e s c e n t  w a s  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d ,  l o o s e

r o c k s ,  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  g l a c i e r  a n d  t h e  p l o d  o v e r  t h e  s o f t

snow o f  t h e  w e s t  S h a c k l e t o n  g l a c i e r  w h i c h  s p a r k l e d  i n  t h e

l i g h t  o f  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n .



P i c  l ' o r t h l  ( f r o n
J u l y  2 5 ,  1 9 7 7 Photo  b y  J u l i e  i o r t i l l e r

'se d  I t . . . i o m e r v e l l  ( 1 0 , 0 5 0 ' )
J u l :  2 ,  1 9 7 7  P h D t o  J u l i e  1 ' ) I s t i l e r
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by K im K r a t k y

A f t e r  a  s a t i s f y i n g  a s c e a t  o f  P i c  To r d u  o n  t h e

p rev ious  d a y,  o u r  p a r t y  o f  t w o  r o p e s  s e t  o u t  a t  5 ; 0 0

a.m. Tuesday  f o r  a  go  a t  t h e  w e s t  peak  o f  H t .  S h a c k l e t o n .

Our company o f  f o u r - - P e t e r  Wood and  P e t e r  M c I v e r  o n  one

rope and  J a n i c e  I s a a c  a n d  I  o n  t h e  o t h e r - - h a s  • e i n -

f o r c e d  b y  K n u t  L a n g b a l l e  o n  o u r  r o p e .  A s  we t r u d g e d

across t h e  seem ing l y  e n d l e s s  was tes  o f  t h e  Olemenceau

I c e f i e l d ,  t h e  t w o  P e t e r s  s p i e d  wha t  I  t h o u g h t  was a

r a t h e r  n a s t y  l o o k i n g  g u l l y  t h a t  t h e y  hoped wou ld  l e a d

to  t h e  l o n g ,  s e r r a t e d ,  v a g u e l y  h o r i z o n t a l  summit  r i d g e

o f  S h a c k l e t o n .  T h e  t w o  B r i t s  chose  t o  a t t e m p t  t h i s

g u l l y .

The t h r e e  o f  u s  who rema ined  dec ided  t o  s t i c k  t o

the " t o u r i s t  r o u t e "  o r  Southwest  r i d g e  and  c o n t i n u e d

b l i t h e l y  onward.  B y  means o f  a  f a i r l y  s t e e p  snow c h u t e ,

we reached  t h e  r i d g e  t h a t  connec t s  Cowl  M tn .  t o

Shack le ton ' s  West  summit  ( 1 0 , 7 5 0 ' ) .  T h u s  began my f i r s t

ep i c .

The l o w e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r i d g e  was composed o f

ex t remely  unsound f r i a b l e  r o c k ;  i t  d i d n ' t  l o o k  p a r t i c u -

l a r l y  exposed s o  we sc ramb led  up  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  t h e

rope.  R e a c h i n g  a  ch imney,  w e  r o p e d  and  d u r i n g  o u r
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p r e p a r a t i o n s  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  t w o  P e t e r s  h a d  a b a n d o n e d

t h e i r  r o u t e  a n d  w e r e  h e a d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s n o w  t o  o u r

r i d g e .  I  r e m e m b e r  s h o u t i n g  down t o  t h e m  t h a t  t h e

r o u t e  w a s  d i r e c t  a n d  e n j o y a b l e .

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  p i t c h e s  o f  r o c k  w e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e

r i d g e  c h a n g e d  t o  v e r y  s t e e p ,  c o r n i c e d  s n o w - - n o t  r e a l l y

snow b u t  h o a r f r o s t  o v e r  i c e ,  i n  some p l a c e s .  T h e

c l i m b e r s  b e l o w  s i g n a l l e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t u r n i n g  b a c k ,

b u t  w e  p r e s s e d  o n ,  u s i n g  o u r  s n o w  f l u k e  a n d  b e l a y i n g

v e r y  c a r e f u l l y .  T h e  h o u r s  p a s s e d  w i t h  n u m b i n g  r e g u -

l a r i t y :  b e l a y ,  c o m e  u p ,  c h a n g e  l e a d s ,  b e l a y  a g a i n . .  O n

o u r  l a s t  l e a d ,  I  r e a c h e d  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  b a d l y - d e c a y e d

o v e r h a n g i n g  t o w e r  t h a t  we  s u r m i s e d  w a s  t h e  w e s t  s u m m i t .

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  l a t e h o u r  ( 3 : 0 0  p . m . )  a n d  n a s t y  s n o w

and r o c k  c o n d i t i o n s  w e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s c r e t e  o p t i o n

was t o  b a c k  o f f .  L i t t l e  d i d  we  k n o w  t h a t  i t  w a s  t o  b e

t w e n t y  h o u r s  u n t i l  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  b a s e  camp .

The d o w n c l i m b i n g  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  m o r e  h a z a r d o u s

as a n y  f a l s e  s t e p  s e t  o f f  a  s i z z l i n g  s l i d e  o f  s n o w

t h a t  w o u l d  t a k e  a  d i s c o n c e r t i n g l y  l o n g  t i m e  t o  t h u n d e r

some 2 , 2 0 0 '  o n t o  t h e  i c e f i e l d  b e l o w .  C e r t a i n l y ,  e a c h

p e r s o n ' s  t h o u g h t  w a s ,  " N o  m i s t a k e s  h e r e : '  F o r  t h e

e n t i r e  d e s c e n t ,  o n  b o t h  s n o w  a n d  r o c k ,  w e  r e m a i n e d  r o p e d

and b e l a y e d  c a r e f u l l y .  T o o  s o o n ,  t h e  s u n  s e t  i n  s p e c t a -

c u l a r  f a s h i o n ,  b r i n g i n g  t o  a  c l o s e  a  s t u n n i n g  d a y  o f
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luminous b l u e  s k i e s .  T o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  e l e c t r i c a l

f l i c k e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p resence  o f  s t o r m s  s c o r e s  o f  m i l e s

away. A  n e a r l y - f u l l  moon r o s e  and  s e r v e d  as  a  c l i m b i n g

a id  a s  we t o i l e d  away m e c h a n i c a l l y  u n t i l  2 : 3 0  a . m .  w h e n

our g u i d e  s l i p p e d  b e h i n d  P i c  To r d u  and  d i d  n o t  r e a p p e a r.

Whet n e x t ?  O u r  o n l y  c h o i c e  was t o  r e m a i n  s t a t i o n a r y .

The sou thwes t  r i d g e  o f  S h a c k l e t o n  i s  n o t  t h e  H o l i d a y

Inn o f  b i v o u c s ,  b u t  we made d o ,  c l i p p i n g  i n t o  a  s l i n g

over a  b i g  b o u l d e r ,  d o n n i n g  a l l  o u r  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d

cove r i ng  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  a  " s p a c e  b l a n k e t " .  A  r a t h e r

f i e r c e  w i n d  w h i s t l e d  r o u n d  u s  and  when t h e  l i g h t  i n  t h e

cook ten t  t w o  m i l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a n d  1 , 5 0 0 '  b e l o w

b l i n k e d  o n  a t  3 : 1 5  ( a  me lancho ly  and  y e t  h o p e f u l  s i g h t ) ,

we knew t h e r e  were  o n l y  some f o r t y - f i v e  m inu tes  t o

w a i t  u n t i l  i t  was l i g h t  enough t o  c l i m b .  Ve n u s ,  t h e

morning s t a r ,  appea red  a s  a n o t h e r  h a r b i n g e r  o f  t h e  new

day, a
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Three hou rs  l a t e r ,  s t i l l  r o p e d ,  w e  s t a g g e r e d  o f f  t h e

r i d g e ,  t o  g r e e t  t h e  s e a r c h  p a r t y  o f  J i m  3rennan,  G u y

Woods, a n d  R e i n  Randsepp who h a d  v e n t u r e d  o u t  a t  dawn

to  l o o k  f o r  u s .  T h e  t a s k  o f  descend ing  t h e  s t e e p  snow

c o u l o i r  l e a d i n g  o n t o  t h e  i c e f i e l d  be low  s t i l l  remained.

By now,  w e  were  numb w i t h  f a t i g u e  a s  we s tumb led  a l o n g .

Once o n t o  t h e  f l a t s ,  w e  were  f o r c e d  t o  make r a p i d  p r o -

gress t o  pass  a round  t h e  ava lanche  f a n s  coming  o f f  t h e
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s o u t h  s i d e  o f  S h a c k l e t o n  b e f o r e  t h e  s u n  g o t  t o o  h i g h .

D e s p i t e  o u r  h a s t e  a c t  c a r e  K n u t  w a s  h i t  t h e  b - c k

o f  h i s  h a - i d  b y  a  s m a l l  a r r o w - l i k e  s h a r d  t h - t  r o c k e t e d

o f f  o f  S h s c k l e t o n ' s  u g l y  b u l k .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o  h P r m

was d o n e .

At 1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  We d n e s d a y,  w e  s t u m b l e d  i n t o  camp i n

a s t u p o r  t o  b e  g r e e t e d  b y  s m i l i n g  f a c e s  a i d  b o w l s  o f

s t e s m i n g  s o u p .  T h e  e p i c  w a s  o v e r .
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by B e r t  P o r t

Determined t o  t r y  someth ing  a t  w h i c h  we m i g h t

succeed and  a f t e r  h a v i n g  h e a r d  t h e  h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  a b o u t

most o f  t h e  c l i m b s  u n d e r t a k e n  s o  f a r ,  Guy  Woods, J i m

Brennan and  m y s e l f  d e c i d e d  t h a t  Rhodes - -a l t hough

no t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e a k - - w o u l d  be  8  snap .

Reaching t h e  c o l  s o u t h  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  i n v o l v e d

a l o n g  descend ing  t r a v e r s e  f r o m  camp b u t  t h e  snow o n

the s t e e p  s l o p e  b e l o w  t h e  c o l  was remarkab ley  good and

q u i t e  e n j o y a b l e .  O u r  p o s i t i o n  p r o v i d e d  e x c e l l e n t  v i e w s

o f  Ts a r  and  Shack le ton .  W e  reached  t h e  r i d g e  w i t h o u t

i n c i d e n t  b u t  a f t e r  ascend ing  i t  a  f e w  hundred f e e t  we

c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  t o  r e o c h

the summit  and  r e t u r n  t o  camp. T h e  l o o s e  and  r o t t e n

rock  c e r t a i n l y  o f f e r e d  no  p l e a s u r e .

Seeking 8  b e t t e r  r o u t e  f o r  a n o t h e r  d a y,  Guy  and  I I

descended 8  s e r i e s  o f  r o t t e n  ramps o n  t h e  wes t  t o  w i t h i n

reach o f  t h e  g l a c i e r .  A  s u b s i d u a r y  snow r i d g e  w h i c h

might  b e  g a i n e d  b y  t h i s  r o u t e ,  w o u l d  perhaps r e a c h  t h e

main r i d g e  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  summi t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e

were n o t  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  e v a l u a t e  o u r  r o u t e  f i n d i n g .

- 53 -



DyClatte, Egst.114e'
by P e t e r  M c I v e r

From cPmp t h e  t h r e e  p e a k s  o f  D u p l i c a t e  t o  t h e  n o r t h

r o s e  i n  g e n t l e  w a v e s  a s  t h e y  m e l d e d  i n t o  S i r  E r n e s t  n d

t h e  n o r t h e a s t  r i d g e  o f  S h a c k l e t o n .  T o  P e t e r  Wood a n d  I

t h i s  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  g o o d  r i d g e  s n o w  w a l k  s o  w e  s e t  o f f  -

o v e r  t h e  f r o z e n  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  n o r t h  g l a c i e r .  G r e a t

change f r o m  p l o d d i n g  o v e r  t h e  w e s t  g l a c i e r  i n  t h e  s o f t

snow. T h e n  t h e  e g g s h e l l  s u r f a c e ,  t i p  t o e  o r  y o u  b r e P k

t h r o u g h :  o b s c e n e  l a n g u a g e  a s  w e  s t a m p  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r u s t .

We l o o k e d  down  o n t o  t h e  r o u t e  w e  p l a n n e d  t o  t a k e  t o m o r r o w - -

down t h e  C lemenceau  g l a c i e r  a n d  a r o u n d  T u s k .  T r a c k s  f r o m

ou r  c o m p a n i o n s  w h e n  t h e y  made t h e  r e v e r s e  j o u r n e y  t w o

days a g o  w e r e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e .

The r i d g e  a h e a d  o f  u s  w a s  r o c k y - - a n d  a t  l e a s t

r e l a t i v e l y  f i r m - - t h o u g h  t h e r e  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  e n o u g h  l o o s e

m a t e r i a l  f o r  a  d o z e n  m o u n t a i n s  a t  home .  T h e  r o c k  was

b e t t e r  t h a n  S h a c k l e t o n  t h o u g h  a n d  we  s c r a m b l e d  u p  u n r o p e d .

We came t o  a  l o o s e  s e c t i o n  w h e r e  w e  r o p e d  u p  a n d  p P s s e d

o n t o  t h e  s t e e p  n o r t h  f a c e .  T h e  c l i m b i n g  t h e n  became m o r e

s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d  u n t i l  w e  r e a c h e d  a  w a l l  l a c e d  w i t h  q u a r t z

i n t r u s i o n s .  P e t e r  Wood d i d  a  n i c e  j o b  t h e r e  f i n d i n g  P

l e d g e  u n d e r  a  r o o f ,  t r a v e r s i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  c o n t i n -

u i n g  r o u n d  a  c o r n e r .  T h e  p a c k s  h a d  t o  b e  h a u l e d  u p  s e p -

a r a t e l y .  T h r e e  o r  f o u r  m o r e  r o p e  l e n g t h s  a n d  w e  r e a c h e d
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the summi t .  I n  c l o u d ,  w i t h  bad wea the r  approach ing ,  t h e

descent wou ld  r e q u i r e  a  l o t  o f  r a p p e l l i n g  and we w o u l d

c e r t a i n l y  g e t  w e t .  W e  d e c i d e d  t o  descen t  t h e  s o u t t i f a c e ,

so we d ropped  down t o  a  c o l  o n  t h e  sou thwes t .  T h e  s o u t h

face was n o t  s t e e p ,  b u t  a s  we t r a v e l l e d  down i t  we f o u n d

t h a t  t h e  down s l o p i n g  l e d g e s  h a d  h a r d l y  a n y  s t a b l e

p r o j e c t i o n s  a n d  none f a c e d  upwards.  W e  had  n o t  b r o u g h t

p i t o n s ,  h a v i n g  c a r r i e d  b u t  n o t  used them t h e  p r e v i o u s

f o u r  d a y s ;  howeve r,  t o d a y  t h e y  wou ld  have been p e r f e c t

f o r  r a p p e l s .

Rain came and  made t h e  l e d g e s  s l i p p e r y ,  s o  e v e n t u a l l y

we s a c r i f i c e d  t w o  chocks  i n  o r d e r  t o  r a p p e l  o f f  t h e  f a c e .

The h u r r i e d  j o u r n e y  a c r o s s  t h e  snow was n o t  q u i c k  enough.

As we reached  t h e  h o l e  b e l o w  Shack le ton  r i d g e  t h e  s k i e s

opened u p  and  d r i p p i n g  we t  we c l i m b e d  t h e  l a s t  500  f e e t

t o  camp. T h i s  v e n t u r e  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f

c l i m b i n g  f o r  t h e  camp and  P e t e r  and  I  were  p l e a s e d  t o

have c l i m b e d  D u p l i c a t e  b y  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  and perhaps  a

new r o u t e .
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by K i m  K r P t k y

t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  a c c o u n t s  o f  c l i m o i n  c a m p

m o u n t a i n e e r i n g  a d v e n t u r e s  i n  t h i s  : ( a r a b i n e r ,  I  w i l l  t r y  i n

t h i s  a r t i c l e  o n l y  t o  p r e s e n t  a  summary  o f  o u r  s o j o u r n  a t

base camp o n  t h e  31emenceau I c e f i e l d .

S a t u r d e y,  J u l y  2 3 r d .  F i f t e e n  p e o p l e  s h u f f l e  a b o u t  o n

t h e  meadows o f  t h e  P o t l e c h  R e c r e a t i o n  S i t e  o n  t h e  A i c a  Data

r e s e r v o i r ' s  b a n k s ,  a  f e w  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  dam.  T h e

h e l i c o p t e r  i s  Te t e  a n d  t h e  w a e t h e r  h o t ;  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e

d i f f i c u l t  l i f t i n g  h e a v y  p a y l o a d s  t o d a y .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  3 e l l

J e t  R a n g e r  a r r i v e s  t o  b e g i n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  s i x  t r i p s  ( t w o  o f

them t o  h i g h  camp,  b e l o w  i t .  C l e m e n c e e u ) .  I t  i s  n o t  u n t i l

6 : 0 0  pm t h a t  t h e  l a s t  o f  u s  a r r i v e  a t  b a s e  camp o n  P  r o c k y

s p u r  w h i c h  i s  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h a  s o u t h e a s t  r i d g e  o f  ..1t.

S h a c k l e t o n .  T h e  w e a t h e r  i s  e x c e l l e n t ,  t h e  pano ramas

s u p e r b ;  t h e y  a r e  r i v a l e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  f i n e  m e a l  p r e p a r e d  b y

ou r  c o o k ,  D e y a n n e  3 a r r o w .

Sunday,  J u l y  2 4 t h .  W e  l e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  a o o u t  t h e  v a s t

d i s t a n c e s  a n d  m i s l e a d i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n .

J a n i c e  I s a a c ,  P e t e r  d c I v e r ,  P e t e r  Wood,  J i m  3 r e n n a n ,  a n d  I

t r u d g e  u p  C o w l  A t n . ,  a  1 0 , 1 0 0 '  snowdome.  F r o m  camp,  t h e

peak  a p p e a r s  a n  h o u r s '  s t r o l l  a w a y,  b u t  s o f t  r o t t e n  s n o w

and m i s j u d g e d  d i s t a n c e s  c o n s p i r e  t o  make  t h e  t r i p  l o n g e r .
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Knu t  L a n g b a l l e ,  R e i n  Randsepp ,  a n d  G u y  Woods t r y  t h e  n o r t h

r i d g e  o f  P i c  To r d u ,  b u t  a r e  t u r n e d  b a c k  b y  s t e e p  s n o w.

Monday, J u l y  2 5 t h .  F o u r  o f  u s  c l i m b  P i c  To r d u  i n  e

1 3 i  h o u r  d a y .  A f t e r  s u p p e r  we  a r e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  a  h e l i -

c o p t e r  a p p r o a c h  o u r  camp a n d  l a n d  o n  t h e  r o c k .  O u r  p i l o t

has b r o u g h t  h i s  f a m i l y  f o r  a  v i s i t  a n d  a  c u p  o f  t e a .

Tuesday,  J u l y  2 6 t h .  K n u t ,  J a n i c e ,  a n d  I  h a v e  o u r

a d v e n t u r e  o n  S h a c k l e t o n .  P e t e r  M c I v e r  a n d  P e t e r  Wood a l s o

a t t e m p t  t h i s  p i l e  o f  r u b b l e  a n d  d o n ' t  r e t u r n  t o  camp u n t i l

m i d n i g h t .  J i m ,  G u y ,  a n d  R e i n  make a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  t o

D u p l i c a t e  P e a k .  I n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  g r o u p  o f  s i x

f r o m  h i g h  c a m p - - B e r t  a n d  S u e  P o r t ,  E r i c  N o r t o n ,  J u l i e

M o r t i m e r ,  D a v e  Adams,  a n d  E r i c  W h i t e — r e a c h e s  o u r  l u x u r i o u s

base .

Wednesday, J u l y  2 7 t h .  O u r  t r i o  r e t u r n s  f r o m  S h e c k l e t o n

f o r  a  s n o o z e .  T h e  g r o u p  f r o m  h i g h  camp s p e n d  t h e i r  t i m e

r e l a x i n g  d u r i n g  a  camp d a y .  D e y e n n e  o u t d o e s  h e r s e l f  P t

d i n n e r ,  p r e p a r i n g  r o a s t  b e e f  a n d  mashed p o t a t o e s .  A  c o n -

s i d e r a b l e  q u a n t i t y  o f  r u m  a n d  o t h e r  s p i r i t s  i s  consumed  a t

" c o c k t a i l  h o u r "  b e f o r e  d i n n e r ;  t h u s ,  P e t e r  Wood a p p o i n t s

h i m s e l f  a  g u a r d i a n  t o  p r e v e n t  E r i c  W h i t e ' s  s t r 3 y i n g  i n t o

any o f  t h e  n e a r b y  c r e v a s s e s .

T h u r s d a y,  J u l y  2 8 t h .  J a n i c e ,  E r i c  W . ,  a n d  I  r e m a i n

i n  camp t o  s u n b a t h e  a n d  r e s t .  W e  w a t c h  t h r o u g h  b i n o c u l P r s

as P e t e r  W.  a n d  P e t e r  M .  c l i m b  D u p l i c a t e .  B e r t  a n d  company
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e x p l o r e  a h o d e s ,  w h i l e  e n o t h e r  p e r t y  i s  t u r n e d  o - c k  o n  P i c

Pordu.  I n  t h e  m i d - e f t e r - l o o n ,  b e d  w e e t h e r  moves  i n  f r o l  t h e

Ademrnts e n d  r e i n  b e g i
-
l s  t o  f e l l .  
D i n n e r  
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h e r
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F r i d - y ,  J u l y  2 9 t h .  O u r  p i n s  t o  v i s i t  C l e m e n c e - u  h i g h

camp e r e  p o s t p o n e d  P s  e  p r o p e r  s n o w s t o r m ,  h i g h  w i n d s ,  e i d

n e e r - w h i t e o u t  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v e i l .  T h e  c o o k t e n t  i s

e x t r e m e l y  p o p u l P r ,  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  t h e  b i f f y  becomes e n

a d v e n t u r e .

S e t u r d e y,  J u l y  .
p t h .  
T h e  
s n o w  
t u r n
s  
t
o  
r e
i n  
e
n
d

v i s i b i l i t y  r e m a i n s  p o o r .  H o p e  o f  m o t h e r  p e r t y ' s  c l i m b i n g

f l e m e n c e a u  i s  p b e n d o n e d .  E r i c  W h i t e  e n d  P e t e r  I c I v e r

w h i l e  Pwey  t h e  h o u r s  b y  i c e  c l i m b i n g  i n  e  c r e v a s s e  e o o u t

150'  f r o m  cemp .

Sundev,  J u l y  3 1 s t .  A s  t h e  w e e t h e r  i s  u l . s e t i s f e c t o r y ,

we h e l i c o p t e r  o u t  o f  C'JMID, s k i m m i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c l o u d s .

By t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  f t e r n o o n ,  w e  e r e  e l l  ) e c k  - t  o u r

o r i g i n e l  p o i n t  o f  d e p e r t u r e ,  I i i c e  r e s e r v o i r .  W e  e l l  c o n -

c l u d e  t h P t  i t  h P s  b e e n  P  s u c c e s s f u l  c e m p ,  d e s p i t e  some

i n c l e m e n t  w e e t h e r .



P i c  C o r d u  ( 1 0 , 6 6 0 ' )
J u l y  2 5 ,  1 9 7 7  P h o t o  b y  P e t e r  I c I v e r

3rolcen C o r n i c e  o n  P i c  C o r d u
J u l y  2 5 ,  1 9 7 7  P h o t o  b y  P e t e r  I c I v e r
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by F r e d  T h i e s s e n

May 2 4  t o  J u n e  2 8 ,  1 9 7 7

F r a n k  Baumann J a y  Page
Rgn6 B d c k e r  F r e d  T h i e s s e n
Dave J o n e s

I n  F e b r u a r y  I  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  Dave  J o n e s ;

" H i ,  h o w  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  come o n  a  t r i p  t o  c l i m b  d t .

Logan?"  I  c a l l e d  D a v e  a n d  was  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t

o f  t h e  t r i p  w a s  t o  h a v e  P  f u n ,  s a f e  t i m e .  " S u r e , "  I

s a i d ,  " w h e n  a r e  w e  g o i n g ? "

On May 1 7 t h  we s s e m b l e d  a t  W h i t e h o r s e ,  h o p i n g  t o

f l y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  J a y  a n d  I  s t a y e d  a t  W h i t e h o r s e

t o  c a t c h  t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  d r o v e  t o  K l u a n e

Lake f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  f l i g h t .  H o w e v e r ,  n o n e  o f  t h i s  came t o

pass ;  t h e  w e a t h e r  was  g r e a t  a t  W h i t e h o r s e  b u t  s h i t t y  i n

t h e  m o u n t a i n s .

On t h e  2 1 s t ,  t h e  o t h e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  W h i t e h o r s e  e n d  we

moved t o  K l u a n e  L a k e  t o  w a i t  f o r  a n  i m p o r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e

w e a t h e r .  A t  K l u a n e  L a k e  w e  m e t  t w o  o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  a  M t .

Vancouve r  g r o u p  o f  f o u r  a n d  a  w o m e n ' s  M t .  L o g a n  g r o u p  o f

s i x .  T i m e  w a s  s p e n t  t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s ,  d r i n k i n g  a t  H a i n e s

J u n c t i o n ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  s a u n a .

F i n a l l y ,  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  2 4 t h ,  t h e  p l a n e

a r r i v e d  a t  K l u a n e  L a k e .  O u r  p i l o t  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  t r y  t o

f l y  i n  t w o  o f  u s  a n d  a  r a d i o  a s  f a r  a s  w a s  p o s s i b l e ;  t h e n ,
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he c o u l d  g e t  t h e  w e a t h e r  r e p o r t s  f r o m  u s  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .

As i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  t h e  w e a t h e r  W2S g o o d  a l l  t h e  w a y  i n  a n d

we, p l u s  m o s t  o f  o u r  g e a r ,  w e r e  o n  t h e  S e w a r d  f l a c i e r  b y

21 :00  h o u r s .  O n  a r r i v a l ,  w e  s e t  u p  b a s e  camp  a b o u t  t w o

km, f r o m  o u r  p r o p o s e d  r i d g e  r o u t e .

The n e x t  d a y  we  e x p l o r e d  t h e  a r e a  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  t h  t

t h e  b e s t  r o u t e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s o u t h - e a s t  r i d g e  w a s  v i a  a

700 m .  s n o w  g u l l y  some s e v e n  k m .  a w a y .  D o i n g  t h i s ,  w e

bypassed  a b o u t  f i v e  k m .  o f  v e r y  r o t t e n ,  l o w  a n g l e  r i d g e

c l i m b i n g .

We s e t  u p  o u r  a d v a n c e  b a s e  camp ( A 3 0 )  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f

t h e  s n o w  g u l l y  ( 2 , 0 0 0  m . ) ,  t h e n  moved a l l  o u r  c l i m b i n g

g e a r  t o  t h i s  c a m p .  W e  s o o n  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  s i n c e  a l l  o u r

f o o d  w a s  i n  l a r g e  y e l l o w  g a r b a g e  b e g s ,  i t  w a s  e a s i e r  t o

d r a g  t h e  b a g s  t h a n  t o  c a r r y  t h e m ;  w e  l o o k e d  q u i t e  r i d i c u l o u s

d r a g g i n g  o u r  l a r g e  y e l l o w  s a u s a g e s  o v e r  t h e  g l a c i e r .

3y t h e  2 7 t h  we h a d  s t e p s  p u n c h e d  u p  t o  t h e  t o p  o f

t h e  g u l l y  t o  o u r  f i r s t  camp ( C o n t a c t  C o l )  a t  a b o u t  2 , 7 0 0  m .

On t h i s  d a y  J a y ,  F r a n k ,  a n d  a 4
.
4  w e r e  
e x p l o r i n g  
w a y s  
o f

g e t t i n g  f u r t h e r .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  u s ,  t h e  w o m e n ' s  L o g a n

group  a n d  t h e  Va n c o u v e r  p a r t y  managed t o  g e t  i n  t h a t  d a y .

Our r e m a i n i n g  8 0  k g .  o f  s u p p l i e s  came i n  o n  o n e  o f  t h e i r

f l i g h t s  a n d  was  d r o p p e d  o f f  a t  b a s e  camp .

Dave a n d  I  r e t r i e v e d  o u r  f o o d  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  c l i m b

end c a c h e d  t h e  r e s t  f o r  t h e  t r i p  o u t .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  A 3 0 ,

we l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r s  t h a t  t h e  r o c k  o u t  o f  C o n t a c t



Col was r o t t e n  and u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  c a r r y i n g  l o a d s .  T h e y

were c o n s i d e r i n g  a  s t e e p  snow g u l l y  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  r i d g e .

The f o l l o w i n g  day  R4n4, Dave ,  a n d  I  c l i m b e d  and f i x e d  r o p e

th rough  t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  snow g u l l i e s  t o  a b o u t  t h e  3 , 1 0 0  m.

l e v e l .  T h e  r o u t e  beyond t h i s  p o i n t  l o o k e d  good;  a b o u t

another  200 v e r t i c a l  me te rs  o f  g u l l y  c l i m b i n g  p u t  u s  o n t o

the r i d g e .

Cheered b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r o u t e  l o o k e d  c l i m b a b l e ,

we moved u p  t o  C o n t a c t  C o l  camp o n  t h e  morn ing  o f  t h e  j O t h

and s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  moving s u r p l u s  g e a r  t o  t h e  t o p  o f

the f i x e d  l i n e .  O n  t h e  3 1 s t  F r a n k  and  J a y  e x p l o r e d  beyond

our r o p e s ,  b u t  were c a u g h t  i n  a  snow s t o r m  and c o u l d n ' t

see.

Even t h o u g h  we h a d n ' t  f o u n d  a  s i t e  f o r  Camp I I ,  w e

broke Camp I  t h e  n e x t  morn ing  and s t a r t e d  u p .  1 4 n 6  and  I

moved t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  f i x e d  r o p e ,  dumped o u r  packs ,  a n d

cont inued t o  f i x  l i n e  u p  a  snow g u l l y  t o  t h e  r i d g e .  O n

the r i d g e  a  l a r g e  f l a t  a r e a  o n  t o p  o f  a  h a n g i n g  g l a c i e r

p rov ided  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i t e  f o r  Camp I I  ( 3 , 3 0 0  m . ) .

From t h e r e  t h e  r o u t e  was a n  exposed,  snow and r o c k

r i d g e  t o  a  l a r g e  gendarme a t  3 , 5 0 0  m. A l t h o u g h  t h e

gendarme appeared d i f f i c u l t ,  w e  f o u n d  t h a t  once a round  i t ,

the r o u t e  l o o k e d  l i k e  a n  easy  snow c l i m b  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a

dome a t  a b o u t  3 , 9 4 0  m. S i n c e  we c o u l d n ' t  s e e  beyond t h i s

p o i n t ,  we  were  unaware o f  t h e  r o u t e  ahead.

The s i t u a t i o n  gave r i s e  t o  a  l o t  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n  c o n -
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ce rn ing  t h e  o b s t a c l e  ahead.  " I s  t h e  gendarme g o i n g  t o  b e

hard? Easy? Maybe w e ' l l  have  t o  s e t  u p  P Ty r o l e a n . "  F o r -

t u n a t e l y  f o r  u s ,  t h e  r o u t e  was e a s i e r  t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d .

3y June 2nd  we had  moved o u r  g e a r  t o  Camp I I  a n d  o n

the 3 r d ,  i n  a  w ind-snow s t o r m ,  Dave a n d  F rank  f i x e d  r o p e

to  t h e  gendarme. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y,  i n  good w e a t h e r,  Dave ,

Frank,  a n d  Rene f o u n d  a  r o u t e  a round  t h e  gendarme v i a  a

very  exposed l e d g e .  P a r t  o f  t h e  l e d g e  was t o o  d i f f i c u l t

f o r  c a r r y i n g  l o a d s ,  s o  t h e y  s e t  u p  a  70  m. Ty r o l e a n  t r a -

verse t o  f e r r y  o v e r  o u r  g e a r .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  escapades,  J a y

and I  o c c u p i e d  o u r s e l v e s  b y  c a r r y i n g  l o a d s  h a l f w a y  a round

the gendarme t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  Ty r o l e a n .

On t h e  5 t h  we s e t  u p  Camp I I I  o n  t h e  u p h i l l  s i d e  o f

the gendarme o n  a  b r o a d  snow s l o p e  ( 3 , 5 0 0  m) .  A t  t h i s

camp we d u g  a  snow cave t h r o u g h  v e r y  h a r d ,  c o l d  snow w h i c h

q u i c k l y  k i l l e d  a n y  t h o u g h t s  o f  u s i n g  snow caves f u r t h e r  u p .

The g l a c i e r s  a t  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  t u r n  f r o m  tempera te  t o  p o l a r

g l a c i e r s  and  t h e  snow tempera tu re  i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  mean

annual t e m p e r a t u r e .

Rgng, J a y ,  a n d  I  s e t  o f f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  f i x i n g

l i n e  a n d  punch ing  s t e p s  t o  o u r  n e x t  camp o n  t h e  t o p  o f

the snow dome a t  3 , 9 4 0  m. F r o m  h e r e ,  w e  f i n a l l y  g o t  a

c lose  u p  l o o k  o f  wha t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 ,800  m. o f  c l i m b i n g

was t o  b e .  I t  was a n  exposed c o r n i c e d  r i d g e  t o  a b o u t

5,000 m. O n  t h e  r i d g e  t h e r e  were  t w o  snow and r o c k  p i t c h e s

between 4 , 5 5 0  m. a n d  5 , 0 0 0  m.  T h e  degree  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  was
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t o t a l l y  unknown, b u t  t h e  r i d g e  l o o k e d  f e a s i b l e  w h i c h  made

us f e e l  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  r o u t e  ahead.

On t h e  7 t h  we moved o u r  3 r d  camp u p  t o  Camp I V  and

prepared f o r  c l i m b i n g  on  t h e  r i d g e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y.  A s

i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h e  r i d g e  was e a s y,  exposed ,  b u t  v e r y  e n j o y -

able t o  c l i m b .  F r a n k  and I  f i x e d  a b o u t  750 m. o f  r o p e

and c a l l e d  i t  a  d a y.  R g n g  and J a y  c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w -

i n g  day  o v e r  some d i f f i c u l t  snow and i c e  p i t c h e s .  O n  a n

immense c o r n i c e  a t  4 , 1 0 0  m.  we  chopped o u t  a  s m a l l  camp-

s i t e  f o r  o u r  t e n t s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  Camp V.

On t h e  1 0 t h  Dave and  I  s e t  o f f  t o  f i x  t h e  r o u t e

f u r t h e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  moved cached g e a r  up  t o  Camp V.

Dave a n d  I  ended up  w i t h  s t e e p  snow and i c e - c l i m b i n g  wh i ch

was o c c a s i o n a l l y  h e r d  and s t r e n u o u s .  W e  c a l l e d  i t  a  d a y

at  t h e  base  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r o c k  s t e p  a t  4 , 5 5 0  m . ,  a  good

campsite (Camp V I ) .

We now had t o  make a  r o u t e  f i n d i n g  d e c i s i o n - - e i t h e r

con t inue  u p  t h e  r i d g e  t o  a  c o l  between t h e  t w o  r o c k - a n d -

snow p i t c h e s  a n d  d i a g o n a l  a c r o s s  t h e  second s t e p  t o  a n -

o the r  secondary  r i d g e ,  o r  c o m p l e t e l y  bypass t h e  t w o  p i t c h e s

by mak ing  a  d i a g o n a l  t o  t h e  secondary  r i d g e .  A f t e r  t h e

group d i s c u s s i o n  and d e c i s i o n  F rank  and  Rgng l e d  up  t h e

r i d g e  w h i c h  f o r t u n a t e l y  p resen ted  n i c e ,  s a f e  c l i m b i n g .

They managed t o  g e t  t o  t h e  c o l  between t h e  t w o  r o c k - a n d

snow-p i tches .  D a v e  and  I  c o n t i n u e d  o n  t h e  n e x t  d a y,  m o v i n g

d i a g o n a l l y  a c r o s s  t h e  second r o c k  p i t c h  v i a  a  s t e e p  snow
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slope t o  t h e  o t h e r  r i d g e .  4 e  c o n t i n u e d  up  t h e  r u b b l y

r i d g e  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s o u t h  s o u t h - e a s t  r i d g e  w h i c h

proved a  good c a m p s i t e .  W e  bypassed t h e  second r o c k  and

snow p i t c h  because i t  was t o o  h a r d  and  t h e  secondary

r i d g e  was e a s i e r  and  c l o s e r .

That e v e n i n g  we b r o u g h t  u p  a l l  o u r  g e a r  and  s e t  u p

L'amp V I I  a t  5 , 0 0 0  m. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  a l l  o u r  t e c h n i c a l

c l i m b i n g  was o v e r  H u r r a h :  A l l  we h a d  t o  d o  now was

move u p  t o  t h e  summi t  p l a t e a u  a t  5 , 3 0 0  m . ,  t h e  base  o f

the E a s t  Peek.  W e  d i d  t h i s  o n  t h e  1 5 t h  v i a  t h e  s t e e p ,

but  e a s y,  snow s l o p e .

Camp V I I I  was s e t  u p  o n  t h e  base  o f  t h e  E a s t  peak ,

i n  a  v e r y  w i n d y,  exposed  l o c a t i o n .  T h e r e ,  we  e x p e r i e n c e d

the o n l y  s t o r m  w h i c h  p r e v e n t e d  u s  f r o m  moving.  ) n  t h e

evening o f  t h e  1 6 t h  50  km. p e r  h o u r  w inds  deve loped

b r i n g i n g  l o t s  o f  snow and c o l d  tempera tu res  ( - 2 2
°  3  t o

3y t h e  mo rn i ng  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  i t  was q u i t e  n i c e ,  s o  we

decided t o  g o  f o r  t h e  summi t .  A f t e r  P h o r r i b l e  b r e a k -

f a s t  o f  l umpy  cream o f  wheat  and  r u n n y  sc rambled  eggs ,

we s e t  o f f .  T r a v e r s i n g  f r o m  camp, w e  c r o s s e d  t h e  s o u t h

s ide  o f  t h e  E a s t  Peak t o  t h e  r i d g e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  ma in

summit. S i n c e  t h i s  was a  snow w a l k ,  w e  d i d n ' t  r o p e .

Dave a n d  F rank  w i t h  t h e i r  c a s t - i r o n  stomachs f o r g e d  ahead;

the r e s t  o f  u s - - e s p e c i a l l y  m e - - f e l t  t h e  i l l  e f f e c t s  o f

b r e a k f a s t .  W e  a l l  met  a t  a b o u t  5 , 8 5 0  m. D a v e  and  F r a n k
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had a l r e a d y  c l i m b e d  t h e  summi t  and  were  o n  t h e i r  way down.

The r e s t  o f  u s ,  h a v i n g  d i g e s t e d  b r e a k f a s t ,  f e l t  g r e a t  and

cont inued  o n .  W e  were  o n  t o p  a t  1 3 : 0 0  h o u r s !  T h e  wer i ther

was c l e a r  enough f o r  u s  t o  s e e  e v e r y t h i n g .  E v e n  w i t h  a

s h e l t e r e d  a r e a  f r o m  t h e  w i n d  we d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  - 1 1
0  C .
was c o l d .  A f t e r  pho tog raphs ,  l u n c h ,  e t c .  we  s t a r t e d  down.

Where we had  met  t h e  o t h e r s  e a r l i e r  a t  5 , 8 5 0  m, t h e

weather c l o s e d  i n  and  we f o l l o w e d  f o o t p r i n t s  t h e  r e s t  o f

the way beck  t o  camp ( f i v e  k m . ) .

Having p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  o u r  r o u t e  u p  wou ld

take days  t o  descend,  w e  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y

c l imbed E a s t  r i d g e  wou ld  b e  a n  e a s i e r  d e s c e n t .  T h e  s t o r m

t h a t  h a d  caugh t  u s  o n  o u r  descen t  f r o m  t h e  peak  l a s t e d

u n t i l  noon  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y.  F r a n k  and Rgn ;  t h e n  s e t  o f f

to  f i n d  t h e  E a s t  r i d g e ;  h a v i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  a  wand t r a i l ,

they r e t u r n e d  a t  1 6 : 0 0  h o u r s .  W i t h i n  two  h o u r s ,  we  had

broken camp and  s e t  o f f .  T h e  d e s c e n t  t o  4 , 5 5 0  m. was

g e n t l e .  T h e n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s teepness  f o r c e d  u s  t o  r a p p e l

and b e l a y  t o  t h e  3 , 3 3 0  m. l e v e l  where we camped a t  s u n - u p .

We awoke a t  11 : 0 0  h o u r s  and  c o n t i n u e d  d o w n - - d u r i n g  a

day o f  t a n g l e d  r o p e s ,  s c r e w - u p s  and  r o u t e  f i n d i n g  p rob lems.

To t a l l y  f a t i g u e d ,  w e  s e t  u p  camp a t  t h e  2 , 7 0 0  m. l e v e l  a t

04:00 h o u r s  t h e  n e x t  morn ing .  T h a t  n i g h t  we l e f t  camp i n

a t o t a l  w h i t e - o u t  a t  1 9 : 0 0  h o u r s  w i t h  t h o u g h t s  o f  f i n a l l y

g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  r i d g e .  W e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e

r i d g e  and  s e t  o f f  down a  snow g u l l y  w h i c h  ended i n  a  c l i f f .
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C r o s s i n g  o v e r  t o  a n o t h e r  g u l l y ,  w e  r a p p e l l e d  d o w n  t h r o u g h

t h e  m i s t ,  o v e r  t h e  b e r g s c h r u n d ,  a n d  o n  t o  t h e  H u b b a r d

G l a c i e r  b y  0 3 : 0 0  h o u r s .  W e  c o n t i n u e d  down  t h e  H u b b a r d

G l a c i e r  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  e x h a u s t e d ,  c a m p e d  a t  n o o n .

On w a k i n g  t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  w e  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  mushy  s n o w

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s k i s .  P u t t i n g  p i e c e s  o f

bamboo wands  b e t w e e n  o u r  b o o t s  a n d  c r a m p o n s ,  w e  c o n s t r u c t -

ed m a k e s h i f t s  s n o w s h o e s  w h i c h  w o r k e d  s u r p r i s i n g l y  w e l l .

A t  2 2 : 0 0  h o u r s  w e  s e t  o f f  d o w n  t h e  H u b b a r d  G l a c i e r  t o

a l o w  p a s s  t h r o u g h  a  r i d g e  s y s t e m  b e t w e e n  A t .  L o g a n  a n d

Mt .  V - n c o u v e r :  t h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  S e w a r d  G l a c i e r .  H a v i n g

c o v e r e d  2 5 +  km.  o v e r n i g h t  w e  camped a t  1 3 : 0 0  h o u r s  t h e

n e x t  d a y — o n l y  f i v e  k m .  f r o m  b a s e  c a m p .

On t h e  2 5 t h  we  r e t r i e v e d  o u r  g e a r  a n d  made a  c - c h e

f o r  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  o f  Canada ( G . S . C . )  h e l i c o p t e r

t o  f l y  o u t .  ( F r a n k  h a d  e x a m i n e d  t h e  g e o l o g y  o f  t h e  s o u t h

s o u t h - e a s t  r i d g e ,  m a p p e d  t h e  A t .  L o g a n  c o n t a c t ,  a n d  c a r t e d

r o c k s  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e  m o u n t a i n  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e i r  f l y i n g

o u t  o u r  s u r p l u s  g e a r  a n d  t h e  r o c k s .  A  g o o d  d e a l  f o r  u s - -

a l t h o u g h  t h e  G . S . C .  d i d  t h i n k  F r a n k  w a s  c r a z y  t o  t a k e  a

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r o c k s  f o r  a  w a l k . )

T h a t  n i g h t  w e  f e a s t e d  o n  c a n n e d  f o o d  a n d  s l e p t  w e l l

b e f o r e  s k i i n g  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .

On t h e  2 6 t h ,  w e  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  o u r  y e l l o w  g a r b a g e  b a g s

i n  t o w .  A f t e r  P  l o n g ,  h a r d ,  3 0  k m .  d a y ,  w e  camped  o n  t h e

Hubbard G l a c i e r .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  we  s e t  o f f  t h r o u g h  t h e
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mis t  a n d  n a v i g a t e d  b y  compass f o r  a b o u t  1 0  km. W h e n  t h e

m is t  p - r t i a l l y  l i f t e d ,  s k i i n g  became d r e a r y,  h o t ,  h a r d

work. T h e  n e a r b y  mounta ins  were  s o  b i g  and we were  s o

sma l l  t h a t  i t  was h a r d  t o  measure o u r  p r o g r e s s .  F i n a l l y ,

we g o t  o f f  t h e  w e s t  f o r k  o f  t h e  Hubbard G l a c i e r  o n t o  t h e

east  f o r k  w h i c h  l e a d  t o  t h e  Kaskawalsh G l a c i e r .  A t  1 9 : 0 0

hours t h a t  n i g h t ,  w e  camped a  good way up  t h e  e a s t  f o r k - -

a 25  km.  d a y .

On t h e  2 7 t h ,  t h i n g s  were  much n i c e r ,  t h e  mounta ins

were s m a l l e r  s o  we c o u l d  measure o u r  p r o g r e s s  a s  we w e n t .

went. T h a t  n i g h t  we camped v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  d i v i d e  b e -

tween t h e  Hubbard and  Kaskawalsh G l a c i e r s .  B y  t h i s  t i m e

we were  a l l  f o o t  s o r e ,  b l i s t e r e d ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  f a t i g u e d

from t h e  l o n g ,  h a r d  days a n d  s h o r t  r e s t s .

The t r i p  ended t h e  n e x t  d a y  a t  1 6 : 0 0  h o u r s ,  when we

camped o n  t h e  Kaskawalsh G l a c i e r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  f i r m  l i n e

( the  p o i n t  where t h e  snow t u r n s  t o  i c e ) .  W e  c a l l e d  t h e

A r c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  o f  N o r t h  Amer ica  ( A . I . N . A . )  who i n  t u r n

c a l l e d  a  h e l i c o p t e d  t o  p i c k  u s  u p .  T u r n i n g  o u r  f e e t  i n t o

hamburger was n o t  f u n .

The o n l y  c revasse  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  a s  we were  w a l k -

i n g  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  snow f l u r r i e s .  I  f e l l  a b o u t

f i v e  m. i n t o  a  c revasse  and  t o o k  a  w h i l e  t o  g e t  o u t

us ing  t h e  B u l g a r i  method.  A t  abou t  2 1 : 0 0  hou rs  F r a n k ,

116ng and I  ( s o a k i n g  w e t )  a r r i v e d  a t  K luane  Lake ;  b y  2 3 : 0 0

hours we a l l  were  o u t  and  e n j o y i n g  t h e  g r e e n e r y  and  g e n e r -
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ous a m o u n t s  o f  r e l  c o f f e e  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  A . I . N . A .  p e o p l e .

TR IV IA

The r n o u n t  o f  f o o d  we  '
,
t e  p e r  
d . ' y  
w p s  
s  
p e r  
t h e  
f o o
d

l i s t  i n  t h e  1 9 7 6  K . M . C .  K p r P b i n e r .  T h e s e  '
,
m o u n t s  w o r k e dq u i t e  w e l l  e x c e p t  u n t i l  we s t a r t e d  t o  descend,  when o u r

appe t i t es  i n c r e a s e d  t w o - f o l d .  O u r  f o o d  was P  s t 2 n d 2 r d

mounta ineer ing  d i e t :  h o t  c e r e a l  f o r  b r e a k f a s t ;  c r a c k e r s ,

cheese, sausage ,  b e e f  j e r k y ,  d r i e d  f r u i t ,  c h o c o l a t e  a n d

nuts  f o r  l u n c h ;  a  g l o p  mode o u t  o f  f r e e z e  d r i e d  meet ,

meshed p o t a t o e s  o r  r i c e ,  a n d  s u r p r i s e  v e g e t a b l e s  f o r  d i n n e r .

None o f  u s  l o s t  w e i g h t  and  we r e t u r n e d  h e a l t h y,  s o  t h e  f o o d

must have  been n u t r i t i o u s .  W e  e s t i m a t e d  o u r  c a l o r i c  i n t e k e

to  hPve been a b o u t  5 , 0 0 0 - 6 , 0 0 0  c a l o r i e s  p e r  d r
,
y . The r o u t e  we d i d  wPs n o t  a  h P r d  r o u t e ;  i t  vu2s s u s -

t a i n e d  " f u n "  c l i m b i n g ,  b u t  h e r d  w o r k .  T h e  o n l y  t e c h n i c a l

rock  c l i m b i n g  was t h e  r o c k  gendarme t r a v e r s e  between Camps

I I  a n d  I I I .  W e  conc luded  t h P t  o u r  r o u t e  was i d e 2 1  f o r  a n y

group o f  good moun ta inee rs .

On o u r  w2y o u t  we h - d  dreems o f  c o v e r i n g  o v e r  3 0  p i r

km. p e r  d p y.  I t  j u s t  i s n ' t  p o s s i b l e ;  w i t h  s c a t t e r e d

crevasses,  h e a v y  pecks ,  e n d  i n  o u r  case  " g l e c i e r  f a t i g u e " ,

i t  was h e r d  wo rk  t o  do  j u s t  25 -30  km. p e r  d a y.  J u r  s k i s

worked r e P l l y  w e l l  f o r  t r a v e l ;  w e  used  o l d  d o w n h i l l  s k i s

w i t h  s k i n s  o r  wax.  S i n c e  t h e  g l a c i e r s  were  g e n t l e ,  c r o s s -

coun t r y  wes wes b y  f a r  t h e  b e s t  means t o  a v o i d  s l i p p i n g .

68



Heavy d u t y  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i s  w o u l d  have been i d e a l .

A l though we a l l  f e l t  t h e  a l t i t u d e  s t a r t i n g  p t  3 , 6 0 0

-3 ,900 m . ,  n o n e  o f  u s  h a d  a n y  p rob lems.  I  h a d  a  s e v e r e

headache t h e  f i r s t  d a y  a t  o u r  e i g h t h  camp b u t  a f t e r

h y d r a t i n g  m y s e l f ,  e a t i n g ,  a n d  s l e e p i n g ,  i t  was gone .

Th is  was o u r  o n l y  bad  headache and  i t  was c e r t a i n l y  p a r t -

i a l l y  due t o  a l t i t u d e .  W e  f e l t  t h a t  o u r  s l o w  a s c e n t ,

which averaged 150 m. p e r  d a y,  a n d  o u r  p r a c t i c e  o f  c l i m b -

i ng  h i g h  and s l e e p i n g  l o w  ( u s u a l l y )  a c c l i m a t i z e d  u s  q u i t e

w e l l .  A b o v e  4 , 0 0 0  m. a  s l o w  s t e a d y  r e s t  s t e p  was n e c e s -

sary  t o  a v o i d  t i r i n g ;  a n y  t y p e  o f  f a s t  s t r enuous  movement

tended t o  w i n d  u s  v e r y  q u i c k l y  and  l e f t  u s  g a s p i n g .

We f l e w  w i t h  Yukon A i r ,  b a s e d  a t  Wh i tehorse .  U n t i l

mid-May, t h e y  have a  Cessna 206  o n  s k i s  w h i c h  pPcks

lump o f  g e a r .  T h e y  gave u s  good ,  f r i e n d l y  s e r v i c e .

Keeping w i t h  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  names f o r  t h e  r i d g e s  o n

Mt. Logan ,  w e  named o u r  r o u t e  " Wa r b l e r  R i d g e " .  A  3anada

Warb ler  t h a t  v i s i t e d  o u r  advanced base camp prompted t h i s

name.



ru/frytfi'la/ ..The f lea
-

by 3 e r t  P o r t

F o r  some y e a r s  I  h a d  b e e n  a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  i d e s  o f  2

s k i - m o u n t a i n e e r i n g  t r i p  c l o s e  t o  home t h a t  w o u l d  i n v o l v e

r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  a n d  h i g h  a l t i t u d e s  w i t h  t h e

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l o w  t e m p e r a t u r e s  e n d  b a d  w e a t h e r .  T h e

Co lumb ia  I c e  F i e l d s  a n d  a  w e e k  i n  May  seemed t o  m e e t  t h e

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .

F i n d i n g  p e o p l e  who  w o u l d  w i l l i n g l y  s u b m i t  t o  s u c h

c o n d i t i o n s  w a s  n o t  s o  e a s y  b u t  f i n a l l y  J o h n  C a r t e r  a g r e e d ,

as d i d  Dave  K e n n e d y  w h o  p r o d u c e d  a n  u n s u s p e c t i n g  f o u r t h

f r o m  t h e  Okanagan .

Sunday,  i n  g o o d  w e a t h e r ,  w e  s e t  o u t  u p  t h e  A t h P b a s k P

G l a c i e r ,  e a s i l y  f i n d i n g  o u r  w a y  o n t o  t h e  C o l u m b i a  N 4 v g ,

t h e n  c o n t i n u i n g  a l o n g  t h e  n o r m a l  r o u t e  t o w a r d  N o r t h  T w i n

( t h i r d  h i g h e s t  p e a k  i n  t h e  R o c k i e s ) .  I n  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n

we s e t  u p  camp o n  t h e  f l a n k  o f  Snow Dome n e a r  t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0

f o o t  l e v e l .  O u r  M c K i n l e y  t e n t  was  d u g  i n t o  a  p l a t f o r m

and p r o t e c t e d  b y  a  s n o w  b l o c k  w a l l .  L a t e r  w e  w a t c h e d

Mount C o l u m b i a  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  l i g h t  w h i l e  i c e  o c c a s i o n a l l y

c r a s h e d  f r o m  i t s  n o r t h  f a c e .  S o u t h w a r d ,  a c r o s s  t h e  n ‘ v g ,

C a s t l e g a u r d  M o u n t a i n  a n d  M o u n t  3 r y c e  w e r e  e q u a l l y  b e a u t i f u l

i n  t h e  a l p e n  g l o w .

No t  r e a l l y  n e e d i n g  a  r e s t  d a y  w e  managed,  h o w e v e r ,

t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  t e n t  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  P s  i t
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stormed around  u s .  T h e  n e x t  morn ing  dawned b r i g h t ,  c l e a r ,

and c o l d .  A s  we q u i c k l y  s k i e d  down t o  t h e  n S ; ‘ ,  we  began

to  r e a l i z e  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  a r e a ;  t h e  wands we were  p l a n t -

i n g ,  a s  a  concess ion  t o  good  moun ta inee r i ng  p r a c t i c e ,  r P n

out  b y  t h e  t i m e  we reached  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  Mount Co lumb ia ' s

broad e a s t  r i d g e .  A l t h o u g h  c o n d i t i o n s  were  e x c e l l e n t  f o r

t r a v e l l i n g  on  s k i s ,  i t  t o o k  u s  t h r e e  h o u r s  t o  r e a c h  t h e

bergshrund where we s t o p p e d  f o r  l u n c h .  B y  t h i s  t i m e  P

c loud  was hooked o n  t h e  summit  w i t h  a  b a r r i e r  o f  them on

the h o r i z o n .  W i t h o u t  much d i s c u s s i o n ,  we  ag reed  t h a t  w i t h

any d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  wea the r  we wou ld  abandon t h e  c l i m b .

F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  wea the r  remained s t a b l e  and  we soon  s t o o d

on t h e  summit  o f  Mount Co lumbia  (second  h i g h e s t  peak  i n

the  Rock ies )  d i r e c t l y  above where  we had  l e f t  o u r  s k i s .

The r e t u r n  was u n e v e n t f u l ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a • d e m o r a l i z i n g

ascent  t o  camp. O v e r  d i n n e r  we conc luded  t h a t  i n  p a r t  o u r

f a t i g u e  was due  t o  t r a v e l l i n g  t w e l v e  m i l e s ,  a s c e n d i n g

5,000 f e e t  a n d  descend ing  t h e  same amount t h a t  d a y.

Wi th  N o r t h  Tw in  t h e  t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  morrow we t u r n e d

i n ,  b u t  were  r e q u i r e d  t o  spend a n o t h e r  r e s t  d a y  because o f

snow-bear ing w inds  t h a t  John  e s t i m a t e d  g u s t e d  t o  s e v e n t y

m i les  p e r  h o u r .  T h e  second  d a y,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  c o n d i t i o n s

were worse .  W e  were  now c l e a r i n g  o f f  t h e  t e n t  e v e r y  f o u r

hours,  r o u n d  t h e  c l o c k .  B y  t h e  mo rn ing  o f  t h e  t h i r d  d a y

we conc luded  t h a t  t h e  t e n t ,  w i t h  i t s  t o r n  f l y  and l o a d  o f

f r o s t  c r s y t e l s  was becoming more o f  a  l i a b i l i t y  t h a n  en
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asset .  W e  t h e r e f o r e  abandoned i t  i n  f a v o u r  o f  9  snow

cave s t a r t e d  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e .  W e  were  v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e

i n  i t  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  l a c k  o f  n o i s e .

By t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  r e a d i n g  m - t e r i a l  t h a t  c i r c u l a t e d

among u s  was b e i n g  t o r n  i n t o  s m a l l e r  and  s m a l l e r  b i t s .

We were  becoming i n c r e a s i n g  aware t h a t  we c o u l d  n o t  s t a y

i n d e f i n i t e l y ;  w a t c h i n g  t h e  wea the r  p a t t e r n ,  we  conc luded

t h a t  h e a d i n g  down r a t h e r  t h a n  u p  t o w a r d  N o r t h  Tw i n  wou ld

be t h e  w i s e s t  c h o i c e .  T h u s ,  b y  m id -morn ing  when s t r a i n -

i ng  eyes  c o u l d  s e e  a  f a i n t  shadow on  t h e  snow,  w e  d e f i n e d

t h i s  a s  a n  improvement  and  r e s o l v e d  t o  l e a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y.

The t e n t  was r e t r i e v e d ,  a n d  g e a r  packed.  R o p e d  t o g e t h e r ,

we s k i e d  o f f  o n  a  compass b e a r i n g  t h a t  t o o k  u s  downward.

Al though we p i c k e d  u p  t h e  wands we had  l e f t  o n  t h e  way

up ( j u s t  b a r e l y  showing  now) we s t i l l  m-naged t o  m i s s  t h e

ramp t o  t h e  l o w e r  g l a c i e r .  L u c k i l y  a  s l i g h t  improvement

i n  t h e  w h i t e - o u t  p e r m i t t e d  u s  t o  make t h e  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n ,

and soon  we were  b e l o w  t h e  c l o u d s ,  t h e  h ighway i n  s i g h t .

Wi th  someth ing  o f  a  j o l t  we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y

wor ld  w h i c h ,  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  l a r g e  b u l l d o z e r

bui ld ing  and a  roed up t o  t h e  Athabaska G l a c i e r  so t h a t

the  t o u r i s t s  m i g h t  " g o  t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n s " .
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Ode to Sir Sa/l/rd

- 7 3 -

by Dave  S n i d e r

T 'was i n  M i d - A p r i l  o f  t h e  y e a r  we  f o u r  s e t  o u t
And f o u r  f r o m  p l a c e s  f a r  a n d  n e a r  w e r e  w e
T ' w e r e r n i n e  o w n  s e l f - D a v e  S n i d e r  o f  T r a i l
And t w o  s t o u t  l a d s  f r o m  R o s s l a n d  c a l l e d
J im  B r e n n e n  a n d  K e n  Ho lmes
A l so  h a d  we  b y  u s  3 o b  J a r v i e
From b o n n i e  S c o t l a n d ' s  f a b l e d  s h o r e .

We h a d  s e t  u p o n  o u r  j o u r n e y  b y  w o n d r o u s  m a c h i n e
L i f t i n g  u s  h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  r e a l m  o f  m o r t a l  men
And t r a n s p o r t i n g  u s  i n  b a r e l y  a  w i n k  ( t h o u g h  i n
t r u t h  t ' w a s  f u l l y  h a l f  o n e  h o u r )
To t h e  b a s t i o n s  o f  m i g h t y  M t . S i r  S a n f o r d
And t h e  f a i r  s h e l t e r  o f  g r e a t  C a i r n  H u t
L o v e l y  a n d  p l a c i d  a  p l a c e  i s  t h i s  h u t
3 e i n g  s e t  f r o m  n a t i v e  s t o n e  a n d  e n c o m p a s s i n g
A r o a r i n g  f i r e  a n d  s t u r d y  wood-hewn f u r n i s h i n g .

to  t a r r y  l o n g e r  i n  t h i s  p l a c e  f o r
I t  i s  e x c e e d i n g  l o v e l y
But  w e  h a d  come w i t h  p u r p o s e  f o r  t o
T r a v e l  i n  t h i s  l a n d  a n d  t a k e  u n t o  u s
A p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  g r a n d e u r  a n d  o f  i t s  p e a c e
"To  c o n q u e r "  i s  a  s i l l y  p h r a s e  a n d  e n t e r s  n o t
I n t o  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .

And s o  i t  w a s  t h a t  w e  s e t  o u t
W i t h  m o r n i n g  w e a t h e r  s e t  f a i r  t o  t o u r
To t h e  p l a c e  c a l l e d  F a i r y  Aeadows
Where i s  f o u n d  a n o t h e r  m o u n t a i n  s h e l t e r
Amids t  g r e a t  t h r u s t i n g  p e a k s
C a l l e d  b y  g r o u p  t h e  A d a m a n t s .

A las ,  i t  w a s  n o t  t o  b e
F o r  w e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  c a l l e d  A z i m u t h  N o t c h
I n  f i e r c e  w i n d s  a n d  b l o w i n g  s n o w
Through  p a r t i n g  m i s t  o u r  i n t e n d e d  r o u t e
Was s e e n  t o  b e  l o n g  a n d  s t e e p  a n d  s o
Be ing  much  s u b d u e d  a t  M o t h e r  E a r t h ' s  f i e r c e  p o w e r
We t u r n e d  o u r  t r a c k  f o r  s h e l t e r .

A h e a v y  c r u s t  h a d  f o r m e d  u p o n  t h e  s n o w
R e n d e r i n g  e v e n  o u r  r e t u r n  n o  e a s y  m a t t e r
F o r  s k i s  w e r e  w o n t  t o  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  a n d
Many t i m e s  s p r a w l e d  we  h e l p l e s s  u n d e r  o u r  l o a d s
I n  t h e  c h i l l i n g  s n o w.



l e n t h  we  came a g a i n  t o  G r e t  C a i r n
And t h e r e  d e c i d e d  t o  make a  r e s t f u l  t o u r
Upon t h e  g l a c i e r  c a l l e d  S i r  S a n f o r d  f o r  t h e  m o r r o w.

T h i s  w e  d i d  a n d  a g a i n  m o r n i n g  w e a t h e r
r h - t  w - s  s e t  f a i r  t u r n e d  f i e r c e  a n d  c o l d
rid r i n g e d  S i r  S a n f o r d ' s  m i g h t y  c r o w n

W i t h  t h e  s p a w n  o f  a p p r o a c h i i g  s t o r m
So w e  made d e c i s i o n  t o  s e t  o u t  n e x t  d a y
)n  o u r  l o n g  p a s s a g e  f o r  w e  w e r e
F i v e  d a y s  f r o l l  t h e  s i g h t  o f  o t h e r  men.

The w e - t h e r  o n  t h e  m o r n  o f  o u r  l e s v e t a k i n g
Was a g a i n  t r u e  t o  i t s  c o u r s e
And some I t l y  a l o n g  S i r  S a n f o r d  3 1 a c i e r
Were w e  b e s e t  b y  f o u l  w i n d s  a n d  e v i l  m i s t
3ut n o w  we t r a v e l l e d  o n
And 3 o b  l e d  u s  b y  d e f t  compass  w o r k
S t r s i g h t  a n d  t r u e  t o  t h e  p a s s  o n t o  ; o a t 1 a c i e r .

There  w e  s a t  u n a b l e  t o  'move i n  d r i v i n g  w i n d  a i d  m i s t
F o r  we  d a r e d  n o t  mope o n
Unab le  t o  s e e  o u r  w a y  t o  l o b e r l e y  P a s s
Through t h e  maze  o f  t r e a c h e r o u s  c r e v a s s e s  b e l o w
Also w a s  i t  n i g h  o n t o  n i g h t
And s o  a s  t i m e  p a s s e d  i t  became o f  n e c e s s i t y
To q u i t  o u r  e x p o s e d  p o s i t i o n  a n d  s o  w e  m - d e  move
To s k i  r o p e d  t o g e t h e r  down  t o  t h e  p a s s .

A d e s p e r a t e  m a n e u v e r  wr.s  i t
And o n e  I  c - r e  n o t  t o  r e p e a t
3 u t  we  w e r e  s o o n  s a v e d
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F o r  t h e  m i s t  l i f t e d
And we w e r e  a b l e  r e a d i l y  t o  f i l d  s a f e  p - s s a g e
To a  s n o w - c - v e  s i t e  l o w e r  down.

i o r n i n g  dawned  f a i r  a g a i q  a n d  i n  t r u t h
R e m a i
-
l e d  
s o  
f o
r  
t
h
e  
b  
l
i
c
e  
o
f  
o
u
r  
j
o
u
r
n
e
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(save  o n e  m o r n i n g )
And we  t r s v e l l e d  o n  i n  c o m f o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s s
And u p  3 e a r  f l a c i e r
To b r o a d  a n d  g e n t l e  P y r i t e  A i d g e
To f i n i s h  o u r  d a y.

p l a c e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  h e a r t  c o u l d  s i n g
R inged  b y  m a g n i f i c i e q t  t h r u s t i n g  g i a n t s
Peaks b e s e t  b y  t h e  f i r e  o f  a  s u n s e t
Wor thy  o f  b e i n g  E a r t h ' s  l a s t
Though i n  t r u t h  o u r  human g r e e d
3ade u s  h o p e  f o r  e v e r  m o r e  o f  t h e s e
F o r  a  s p l e n d i d  p i e c e  o f  w o r k  i t  w a s .
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A g i n  m o r n i n g  P p p e P r e d  t o  b e c k o n  u s  o n
And u p  s t e e p  s l o p e  w e  1 P b o u r e d
To g i n  t h e  pPssPge  d o w n  b y  s l o p e
E q u P l l y  p s  s t e e p  P l d  t r e P c h e r o u s
Covered P s  i t  wPs b y  c r u s t e d  s n o w
F o r  J i m  P n d  I  t o o k  h e r e  mpny  s  f P 1 1
Though i t  t r o u b l e d  o u r  c o m p p n i o n s  n o t  e t  e l l .

At s l o p e ' s  e n d  „ i n  g e n t l e  h o l l o w  we w e r e  q u i t e  e x h P u s t e d
And r e P d i l y  ' g r e e d  t o  r e s t  f o r  t h e  bP1Pnce  o f  t h i s  d P y
Though i t  wPs y e t  q u i t e  e a r l y
I t  was  h e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  J i m
T h a t  h e  h P d  l o s t  h i s  camerP o n  t h P t  e v i l  d e s c e n t
Nor  c o u l d  h e  b e  c o n v i n c e d  t o  r e t u r n  f o r  i t
So u g l y  P  p r o s p e c t  w n s  t h p t  j o u r n e y
And t h e  3 o d s  o f  t h P t  p 1 P c e  w e r e  p r o p i t i P t e d  b y  t h e  g i f t .

F o r  m o r n i n g  p r o m i s e d  t o  b e  f P i r
Though i n  t r u t h  P  m o r n i n g  m i s t  p l P y e d  h P v o c
And o n c e  a g P i n  3 o b  l e d  u s  t r u e
To 3 2 t c h e l o r  PPss  P n d  t h e r e  t h e  m i s t  l i f t e d
And w e  t r a v e l l e d  o n  o v e r  s t e e p  s l o p e
I n  P n  i n t e n s i t y  o f  r P d i a t i n g  h e t
To g i n  n  g e n t l e  p P s s  k n o w n  P s  S o r c e r e r .

Here w e  r e s t e d  t h o u g h  i t  WPS b p r e l y  t e n  o ' c l o c k
F o r  P v 9 1 P n c h e ' s  r o p r  w n s  h e r d  o f t e n
And s o  w e  s p t  i n  p l e P s P n t  s u n  a n d  t r P v e l l e d  o n
L p t e  t h a t  d n y  t o  g a i n  t h e  h e i g h t s
Our h e i g h t  was  f u r t h e r  t h P n  we  s u p p o s e d
And n i g h t  w p s  w e l l  u p o n  u s  e r e  w e  cpmped
Though m p g n i f i c e n t  p l p e n g l o w  wPs p d e q u P t e  r e c o m p e n s e
F o r  SMP11 d i s c o m f o r t .

A o r n i n g  f o u n d  u s  i n  p r e c a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n
F o r  we  w e r e  p e r c h e d  f P r  P b o v e  t r e e
On s l o p e  e x c e e d i n g  s t e e p  P n d  c o a t e d  s m o o t h  w i t h  i c e
We n e e d s  d e s c e n d  t h i s  i n s i d i o u s  t r P p
To g a i n  o u r  P c c e s s  t o  S o r c e r e r  C r e e k
And I  f o r  o n e  wPs P p p r e h e n s i v e  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e
Knowing o n e  f P 1 1  w o u l d  merin s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  o r  w o r s e .

Ye t  i n  r e t r o p e c t  I  k n o w  t h p t  d e s c e n t
To h o v e  b e e n  P  d P n g e r o u s  pPssPge
Though we  f o u r  mPde i t  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t
S c r P p i n g l y  s i d e s l i p p i n g  o u r  w p y  down e v e r  down
To a  v a l l e y  s e e m i n g  e v e r  f P r t h e r  PwPy.

S o r c e r e r  C r e e k  t o  A l b e r t  C a n y o n  p r o v e d  i t s e l f
An e x e r c i s e  i n  s e l f  pbPsement
Ah we P l l  a g r e e d  t ' w o u l d  h p v e  b e e n
F a r  b e t t e r  t o  m i s s  i t  P l t o g e t h e r .

75
-- -



A p h y s i c - 1  i ' l p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o u r s e
3u t  s t i l l  w a r m i n g  t h o u 4 h t  e v e n  n o w

I n  t r u t h  o u r  j o u r n e y  w - s  - t  i t s  e n d
!
-
i
d 
w
e 
w
e
r
e 
L
i  
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t
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t
o 
M
i
n 
o
u
r  
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S t i l l  w e r e  w e  t w o  f u l l  c l
-
f s  U D O n  
i t s  p .
,
s s - 4 e

nd I t  p r o v e d  r
,
t h e r

S t i l l  w e  l u m b e r e d  i n t o  c i v i l i z n t i o n
l i n t e  u p o n  S u n d n y ' s  e v e n i n g
W i t h  J i m  i n  c s e n t  p n i n  f r o m
F e e t  l n c e r t e d  b y  i l l  f i t t e d  b o o t s

There  w n s  R i t n  b e n u t i f u l l y  i n  p i n c e
,U1 n e v e r  w n s  f •
,
c e  s o  
f i r

G r e e t  f e n s t s  n n d  r e v d r y  t h e r e  f o l l o w e d
To m k e  f i n e  e n d  t o  n
C o m p n i o n n b l e  j o u r n e y
I n  l e s s  t h n n  i d e P 1  c o n d i t i o n s



II;irte2 jituty
Because They  Work

by Dave S n i d e r

I ' m  r e a d i n g  my n o t e s  f r o m  Grea t  C a i r n  Cab in  and ,

a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  abuse t h a t  has

been heaped o n  t h e  h u t  sys tem l a t e l y .  " Te a r  them down! "

i s  t h e  c r y  o f  t h e  masses, " n o t  f o r  u s  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f

c i v i l i z a t i o n "  " T h e y ' r e  p e o p l e  magne t . "  A h l  r h e t o r i c

worthy o f  t h e  CLC a n d  t h e  new l e f t .

But t h e n  t h e r e  a r e  t h e s e  n o t e s  o f  m ine ,  w r i t t e n  i n

a moment o f  s to rm-bound  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f

cozy G r e a t  C a i r n  Cab in  w i t h  a  s w e e t - s m e l l i n g  c r a c k l i n g

wood f i r e  and  f i n e  company i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y .

The n o t e s  r e a d :  " H u t  l i f e  i s  v e r y  p l e a s a n t ;  t h e r e

i s  n o  p r e s s u r e ;  e a s y  c h a t t e r  goes o n ;  a n d  t h e  wood s t o v e

smel ls  l o v e l y .  I t ' s  v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  a s  w e l l  and  meals

and wash ing  up  a r e  done a t  a  l e i s u r e l y  pace .  E v e n  t hough

t h e r e ' s  n o t  much i n  t h e  way o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  t h e  d a y

passes e x c e e d i n g l y  p l e a s a n t l y .  T h e  h u t ' s  b a s i c  c o n s t r u c -

t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  u s u a l l y  l o g s  o r  s t o n e  and  t h e  u s e  o f

these m a t e r i a l s  seems somehow v e r y  c o m f o r t i n g - - e s  i f  t h e y

were t i m e l e s s  and  t h e r e f o r e  s o l i d  and  r e a s s u r i n g .  E v e n

the o l d  c a s t  i r o n  wood s t o v e  exudes warmth  i n  more ways

than one .  M o s t l y  t hough ,  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  l a i d - b a c k ,
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r e l a x e d  f r a m e  o f  m i n d  o n e  g e t s  i n t o .  T h e  s i l e n c e s  i n

a g r o u p  o f  f o u r  a r e  n a t u r a l ,  a c c e p t a b l e ;  t h e r e ' s  n o

p r e s s u r e  t o  s o c i a l i z e .

I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n  a  t e n t  I  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  h a d  t h e

t i m e  o r  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  w r i t e  t h o s e  c o n t e m p l a t i v e  l i n e s ,

t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  some l i t t l e  j o b  t o  d o ;  o r

t o o  m u c h  t i m e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s p e n t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e a s e

t h e  d i s c o m f o r t s  o f  c r a m p e d  s p a c e  a n d  w o r k i n g  o u t  t h e

l o g i s t i c s  o f  s i m p l e  a c t s .  D u t  o f  s l e e p i n g  b a g ,  p u t  o n

b o o t s ,  o u t  o f  t e n t ,  p e e ,  b a c k  i n t o  t e n t ,  t a k e  o f f  b o o t s ,

back  i n t o  s l e e p i n g  b a g .  W h i l e  a  t e n t  i s  a  f i n e  t h i n g

i n  c o o p e r a t i v e  w e a t h e r ,  i t ' s  a n o t h e r  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n  b a d .

S u r e l y ,  a n y o n e  c o u l d  b e t t e r  s p e n d  a l l  t h a t  l o g i s t i c s

t i m e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  t h e  w o n d e r s  o f  h i s  s p e c i a l  u n i v e r s e

t h e n  f u m b l i n g  w i t h  a s s o r t e d  p a r a p h e r n a l i a .  S u r e l y ,  f o r

e v e r y o n e ,  a  b i g  p a r t  o f  a  m o u n t a i n  t r i p  i s  t h e  o p p o r -

t u n i t y  t o  u s e  t h a t  t i m e  m o r e  P r o d u c t i v e l y ,  t i m e  t h a t

i s  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m  i n  t h i s  f u r i o u s  w o r l d .

Have y o u  n o t i c e d  h o w  p o e t i c  p e o p l e  become i n  h u t

g u e s t  b o o k s ?  m o u n t a i n  h a v e n  s e t  among g o l d e n  P e a k s , "

and a l l  t h a t  g o o e y  s t u f f .

A m a g n e t  y o u  s a y ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  A
-
i dw h i l e  I  d o n ' t  p r e t e n d  t o  b e  a n y  e x p e r t  I  d o  t h i n k  t h a t

a h u t  g o e s  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  s t a g e s  i n  i t s  l i f e .  I n  t h e

f i r s t  s t a t e  ( S i l v e r  S p r a y  H u t ) ,  n o t  t o o  many  p e o p l e  u s e
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i t  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  d o  seem  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  p r i v i l e g e .  I n

t h e  s e c o n d  s t a g e  ( S l o c e n  C h i e f  C a b i n ) ,  t h e  g r a f f i t i

s t a r t s  i n  e a r n e s t ,  p o t s  a n d  p a n s  d i s a p p e a r ,  a n d  g a r b a g e

appea rs .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  s t a g e ,  a  c u s t o d i a n  i s  o n  t h e

p r e m i s e s  ( t o  a  l i m i t e d  d e g r e e ,  B o u l d e r  Camp) ,  t h e

r o w d i e s  d i s a p p e a r ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  d e g r e e  o f  o r d e r  a n d

r e s p e c t  r e t u r n s .  T h e  m i d d l e  s t a g e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  c o n -

t r o v e r s i a l  o n e  a n d  t h e  o n e  w h i c h  t h e  V a l h a l l a s  H u t  i s

now e n t e r i n g ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  " t e a r  i t  d o w n "  t i r a d e

has b e g u n .  T h e  p e o p l e  m a g n e t  t h e o r y  h o l d s  b u t  t h e n  t h e

i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  i s  c o m i n g  s n y w a y  ( w i t l e s s

t h e  n u m t e r  o f  h o u s i n g  s t a r t s  j u s t  i n  t h e  T r a i l ,

R o s s l a n d ,  F r u i t v e l e  a r e a  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s )  a n d

f r a n k l y  t h e  i d e a  o f  m e e t i n g  m o r e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  h i l l s

i s n ' t  a n  u n p l e a s a n t  o n e .  T h e r e  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  p l a c e s

where t h o s e  w h o  w i s h  t o  c a n  f i n d  s o l i t u d e - - I  s u g g e s t

a p p l y i n g  t h e  o l d  " t o u g h e r  t h e  h i k e  f e w e r  t h e  p e o p l e "

ax iom a n d  o f f e r  S i l v e r  S p r a y  v e r s u s  S l o c a n  C h i e f  a s

e v i d e n c e  o f  i t s  t r u t h .

I f  n o  g r o u n d w o r k  i s  l a i d  i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  c r o w d s

do a p p e a r ,  t h e n  t h e r e  s u r e l y  w i l l  b e  o n e  h e l l  o f  a  m e s s .

Mu l vey  meadows w i l l  a t t r a c t  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  p e o p l e

w h e t h e r  t h e r e ' s  a  h u t  o r  n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s o  a t t r a c -

t i v e  t o  p e o p l e  o f  s o  many  d i f f e r e n t  e n t h u s i a s m s .
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I  c o u n t e d  f i v e  t e n t s  s p o t t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p o r t s

o f  t h e  b  s i n  o n e  S u n d a y  t h i s  summer,  a n d  w h i l e  I  o n l y

f o u n d  o e  c a m p f i r e  s i t e  t h e r e  w i l l  m o s t  c e r t P i n l y  b e

more.  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t e n t s  c o n t i n u a l l y  b e i n g

used i n  d i f f e r e n t  P r e o s  o f  t h e  meadows w i l l  c o u s e  c o n -

s i d e r o b l y  m o r e  damage t h o n  o n e  h u t  P r e  P w h i c h  i s

P l r e P d y  Pr l  e c o 1 o g i c P 1  w r i t e - o f f  a n y w o y.  W h  t  w e

r e o l l y  n e e d  i s  P  b i g g e r  f i e l d s t o n e  h u t  o f  p e r h P p s

f i f t e e n - t o - t w e n t y  p e r s o n  c P p a c i t y  P l d  e q u i p p e d  w i t h

c o t P l y t i c  h e P t e r s  ,
n d  : J o l e m P
n  
s t o v e s
.  
P e r h
o p s  
t h
e

p r e s e n t  h u t  c o u l d  b e  t r n n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  D e v i l ' s  RorP•e.

he w r i t i n g  i s  m o s t  d e f i n i t e l y  o n  t h e  w a l l  P s

e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S w i s s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y

banned t e n t i n g  i n  t h e i r  a l p i n e  meadows f o r  t h e  v e r y

r e a s o n s  w e ' r e  t o l k i n g  a b o u t  h e r e .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  n e e d s

some r a t i o n a l ,  p o s i t i v e  i n p u t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  p r e s e n t

h y s t e r i c a l ,  p s e u d o -
-
y l a o i s t  
v e r b i a g e ,  
s o  
l e t
s  
g e
t  
o
n

w i t h  t h e  j o b .
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(Since one  p a r t y  was s t r u c k  b y  l i g h t n i n g  l a s t  summer
and o t h e r s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  b u z z i n g  sounds a n d  r i s i n g ,
the f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  may b e  o f  i n t e r e s t - - F r e d  Th iessen )

Physics o f  L i g h t n i n c

L i g h t n i n g  a r i s e s  f r o m  a  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c a l

charges, e i t h e r  between c l o u d s ,  o r  between c l o u d  and

ea r th .  T h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  cha rge  o c c u r s  when t h e r e  a r e

s t r ong  v e r t i c a l  u p d r a f t s  o f  a i r  a c t i n g  on  r a i n  d r o p s ,

r e s u l t i n g  i n  t remendous e l e c t r i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .

The s t r o n g  upward a i r  c u r r e n t s  may o c c u r  due  t o  unequa l

s o l a r  h e a t i n g  o f  n e i g b o u r i n g  a r e a s ,  s u c h  as  o v e r  f r e s h l y

plowed f i e l d s  a n d  l a k e s .  T h i s  t h e r m a l  mechanism causes

u p d r a f t s  and  r e s u l t i n g  thunderheads a n d  e l e c t r i c a l  a c t -

i v i t y  o v e r  p l a i n s  and  o t h e r  nonmountainous a r e a s ,  b u t

may a l s o  a c t  i n  t h e  moun ta ins ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t i a l  h e a t i n g

o f  a i r  o v e r  v a l l e y  f l o o r s  a n d  mounta in  r i d g e s  due  t o

d i f f e r e n t  g round  c o v e r .  L i g h t n i n g  s to rms  o f  t h i s  t h e r m a l

o r i g i n  w i l l  n o r m a l l y  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  A n o t h e r

mechanism c r e a t i n g  v e r t i c a l  u p d r a f t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t

to  mounta ineers  i s  t h e  v e r y  presence o f  t h e  moun ta in  s l o p e s

f o r c i n g  o t h e r w i s e  h o r i z o n t a l l y  moving a i r  t o  f l o w  upwards.

A m a j o r  change o f  wea the r  such  as  a  f r o n t  mov ing  t h r o u g h

can cause a  t h u n d e r s t o r m  a t  a n y  t i m e  o f  d a y.  W i t h  a p p r o -

p r i a t e  m o i s t u r e  c o n t e n t  i n  t h e  a i r ,  e l e c t r i c a l  charge
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sepa ra t i on  and  consequent  p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i l l

r e s u l t .  S t r o n g  and  o b v i o u s  v e r t i c a l  development  o f

c louds i n d i c a t e s  a  h i g h  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  l i g h t n i n g .

Normal ly  a i r  i s  a  good i n s u l a t o r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  p r e -

sence o f  s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  p o t e n t i a l  g r a d i e n t s ,  i t  w i l l

i o n i z e ,  o r  b r e a k  down, a n d  conduc t  e l e c t r i c a l  c u r r e n t s

q u i t e  w e l l .  T h e  l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h  i s ,  c r u d e l y  s p e a k i n g ,

the f l o w  o f  t h e  s e p a r a t e d  e l e c t r i c a l  charges  b e c k  t o g e t -

he r,  a g a i n  a l o n g  i o n i z e d  a i r .  S i n c e  p o t e n t i a l  g r a d i e n t s

are l a r g e s t  n e a r  h i g h  and  r e l a t i v e l y  s h a r p  p o i n t s ,  b r e a k -

down o f  t h e  a i r  and  l i g h t n i n g  w i l l  mos t  l i k e l y  o c c u r  i n

such l o c a t i o n s .

The t w o  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  dangers  f r o m  l i g h t n i n g  P r e

the d i r e c t  h i t  and  t h e  g round  c u r r e n t s .  T h e  f i r s t  o f

these,  a s  ment ioned  above,  i s  mos t  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  a t  a

s h a r p l y  p o i n t e d  f e a t u r e  s u c h  as  a  mounta in  summi t ,  s h a r p

r i d g e  o r  m i n o r  summit  p i n n a c l e  a t  t h e  end  o f  a  r i d g e .  A

t r e e  o r  P s t a n d i n g  pe rson  i s  a n o t h e r  l i k e l y  t a r g e t .

Fur thermore,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  o b j e c t  s u c h  a s  a  p e r s o n  i s

l ess  l i k e l y  t o  b e  h i t  when i n  a  l a r g e  concave t e r r a i n

f e a t u r e  s u c h  a s  a  b o w l  t h a n  on  a  convex s u r f a c e  s u c h  a s

a k n o l l  o r  l a r g e  bench.  T h e  c u r r e n t  w h i c h  f l o w s  i n  t h e

l i g h t n i n g  b o l t  does  n o t  d i s s i p a t e  i t s e l f  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f

d i r e c t  h i t ,  b u t  t e n d s  t o  f l o w  a l o n g  t h e  e a s i e s t  p a t h s  o f

e l e c t r i c a l  c o n d u c t i o n  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  g round .  T h e s e
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ground c u r r e n t s  w i l l  b e  s t r o n g e s t  n e a r  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d i r e c t

h i t ,  r a p i d l y  d i m i n i s h i n g  i n  i n t e n s i t y  w i t h  d i s t a n c e ;  b u t

even w e l l  away f r o m  t h e  d i r e c t  h i t ,  t h e  g round  c u r r e n t s

can be  d e a d l y.

P r o t e c t i o n

D i r e c t  H i t

We now c o n s i d e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  d i r e c t  h i t .  O b v i -

ous l y  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  o f f  t h e  moun-

t a i n .  A s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  advan tage  c a n

be t a k e n  o f  t h e  p resence  o f  a  nea rby  p rom inen t  p i n n a c l e

o r  o t h e r  l i k e l y  s p o t  o f  d i r e c t  s t r o k e .  L i g h t n i n g  w i l l

tend t o  h i t  t h e  p i n n a c l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  pe rson  n e a r  t h e

p innac le  i f  t h e  p i n n a c l e  i s  f i v e  t o  t e n  t i m e s  o r  more t h e

person ' s  h e i g h t  and  i f  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e

person t o  t h e  peek  i s  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e  p i n n a c l e  h e i g h t ,  a s

sketched i n  F i g . l .  I f  t h e  " p o t e n t i a l "  v i c t i m  g e t s  t o o

c lose  u n d e r  t h e  peak ,  h i s  body  may be  a n  a l t e r n a t e  p a t h

to  t h a t  o f  t h e  g round  f o r  t h e  v e r y  s t r o n g  g round  c u r r e n t s .

I f  h e  g e t s  i n t o  a  cave ,  a s  i n  F i g . 2 ,  h e  may be  s i t t i n g  i n

a s p a r k  gap and  t h u s  b e  exposed f o r  a  m i n o r  d i r e c t  h i t  i f

the c u r r e n t s  p r e f e r  t o  t a k e  t h e  d i r e c t  p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e

a i r  a c r o s s  t h e  mouth  o f  t h e  cave  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  l o n g e r

pa th  a l o n g  t h e  g round .  A l s o ,  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  moves f a r  f r o m

under t h e  p i n n a c l e ,  ( m o r e  t h a n  i t s  h e i g h t ) ,  t h e  d i r e c t  h i t

might  j u s t  a s  l i k e l y  s t r i k e  t h e  v i c t i m  as  t h e  p i n n a c l e .  A
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c l i m b e r  m i g h t  f i n d  r e l a t i v e  s a f e t y  j u s t  down  b e l o w  a  s h a r p

r i d g e  a s  w e l l  a s  n e a r  a  p e a k  o r  p i n n a c l e  o r  g e n d a r m e .  T h e

t h e o r y  b e h i n d  a  l i g h t n i n g  r o d  o n  a  r o o f  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e

above,  t h a t  i s ,  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  may  s t r i k e

t h e  r o d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r o o f ,  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t s  w o u l d  t h e n

be c o n d u c t e d  s a f e l y  t o  g r o u n d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a  s h a r p  p r o -

j e c t i o n  may  s e r v e  t o  d i s c h a r g e  g r a d u a l l y  t h e  c h a r g e - h o l d i n g

c l o u d  o v e r  i t  w i t h o u t  a  l i g h t n i n g  b o l t  a c t u a l l y  s t r i k i n g ,

b u t  t h e  m o u n t a i n e e r  s h o u l d  n e v e r  c o u n t  o n  t h i s .

-
8
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F i g . 1  -  S h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  f r o m  l i g h t n i n g .
I f  t h e  p i n n a c l e  h e i g h t  H  i s  t o o  s m a l l ,  t h e n  t h e
g r o u n d  c u r r e n t s  a t  t h e  p e r s o n  may  b e  f a t a l .  N o t e
t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  a v o i d i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  g r o u n d
t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  c u r r e n t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  h i m .

F i  -  S h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  h i g h  l i g h t n i n g  d a n g e r .

I f  a  g r o u p  o f  p e r s o n s  i s  i n  a  r e g i o n  o f  h i g h  l i g h t n i n g

d a n g e r,  i n d i v i d u a l s  s h o u l d  n o t  w a i t  o u t  t h e  s t o r m  h u d d l e d

t o g e t h e r .  T h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  o n e  p e r s o n  whose  h e a r t  o r  b r e a t h -

i n g  h a s  b e e n  s t o p p e d  b y  a  s t r o k e  o f  l i g h t n i n g  w i l l  d e p e n d

c r i t i c a l l y  o n  p r o m p t  a c t i o n  b y  c o m p a n i o n s ,  a n d  i t  i s  q u i t e

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a l l  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  s e p a r a t e d  p e r s o n s  w i l l  b e

knocked  u n c o n s c i o u s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .



Ground C u r r e n t s

To a v o i d  i n j u r y  f r o m  ground c u r r e n t s ,  t h e  c l i m b e r

should f i r s t  o f  a l l  s t a y  o u t  o f  t h e  " e a s y "  p a t h s  o f

c u r r e n t .  S u c h  easy  p a t h s  i n c l u d e  a n y t h i n g  w e t ,  a n d

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e t  l i c h e n - c o v e r e d  r o c k ,  c r a c k s  and  c r e v i c e s

f i l l e d  w i t h  w a t e r ,  a n d  w e t  e a r t h .  O t h e r  " e a s y "  p a t h s

i n c l u d e  w e t  r o p e s ,  c a b l e s ,  e t c . ,  a l o n g  t h e  g round .  A l s o ,

s h o r t  s t r a i g h t  p a t h s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r  may b e  " e a s y "  com-

pared t o  l o n g e r  p a t h s  a l o n g  t h e  g round  i t s e l f .  T h e  body

i s  a n  e a s y "  p a t h ,  a n d  t h u s  a  c l i m b e r  s h o u l d  n o t  g e t  i n

the s i t u a t i o n  shown i n  F i g . 2 ,  o r  i n  a  s i m i l a r  one ,  s i t t i n g

i n  a  dep ress i on  i n  t h e  g round  a c r o s s  w h i c h  c u r r e n t s  m i g h t

jump t h r o u g h  t h e  pe rson .  A v o i d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  g round ,

squat  o n  y o u r  p e c k ,  r o p e  o r  i n s u l i t e .

E l e c t r i c a l  c u r r e n t s  a r e  f o r c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  body  b y

p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  a r e  deve loped  a l o n g  t h e  p a t h

o f  t h e  g round  c u r r e n t s .  T h u s ,  t o  m i n i m i z e  c u r r e n t  t h r o u g h

the b o d y,  o n e ' s  f e e t  s h o u l d  be  k e p t  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  t h e

c l imbe r  s h o u l d  b e  f a c i n g  a l o n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c r o s s  t h e

most l i k e l y  d i r e c t i o n  o f  g round  c u r r e n t  f l o w .  H i s  hands

should b e  k e p t  o f f  t h e  g round  t o  p r e v e n t  c u r r e n t  f r o m  f l o w -

i n g  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i t a l  o rgans  a s  d i s c u s s e d  b e l o w.

The p e r s o n  s i t t i n g  as  i n  F i g . 2  i s  more s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  i n j u r y

than i f  he  were  s q u a t t i n g  on  h i s  f e e t  a l o n e ,  F i g . l .

Ground c u r r e n t s  w i l l  b e  q u i t e  s m a l l  a l o n g  a  d r y  p a t h ,

and t h u s  i t  appears  t h a t  a  s a f e  p l a c e  m i g h t  b e  u n d e r  an
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overhang o r  i n  a  c a v e .  T h e  danger  o f  b e i n g  a t  t h e  mouth

of  a  c a v e  was ment ioned  above - -a  d i r e c t  s p a r k  may o c c u r

across t h e  cave  o p e n i n g  and  pass  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y.  T h e r e

i s  a l s o  dange r  i n  b e i n g  n e a r  a n  i n t e r i o r  cave  w a l l ,  because

i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a n  easy  p a t h  f o r  c u r r e n t  e x i s t s

th rough  t h e  g round  t o  t h e  cave  i n t e r i o r ,  f o r  example a l o n g

a d r a i n a g e  c r e v i c e .  I t  i s  t h e n  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  d i s c h a r g e

to  o c c u r  f r o m  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h i s  c r e v i c e  i n t o  t h e  c a v e

th rough  a  pe rson  t o  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  cave .  A  s m e l l  cave

may g i v e  a  f a l s e  sense o f  s e c u r i t y .

The b e s t  measure t o  t a k e  a g a i n s t  b e i n g  i n j u r e d  b y

l i g h t n i n g  i n  t h e  mounta ins  i s  t o  b e  o f f  t h e  moun ta in ;  t h u s

a speedy  d e s c e n t  d u r i n g  a n  impend ing  l i g h t n i n g  s t o r m  i s

a p p r o p r i a t e .  S u c h  descen t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  i n v o l v e  r a p p e l l i n g ,

which may b e  e x c e e d i n g l y  dangerous i n  e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y

and r a i n  because a  w e t  r o p e  i s  a  v e r y  easy  p a t h  f o r  c u r e n t .

The p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  r a p p e l l e r  and  t h e  r o c k

at  h i s  f e e t  may b e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  deve loped

along t h e  g round  o v e r  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  r a p p e l  ancho r

to  t h e  r a p p e l l e r ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  c u r r e n t  may be  e a s i l y  passed

along t h e  r o p e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y.  E v e n  a  m i n o r  shock  may

be i n d i r e c t l y  f a t a l ,  i f  i t  causes  t h e  r a p p e l l e r  t o  f a l l  o u t

o f  h i s  r a p p e l .  T h u s  r a p p e l l i n g  i n v o l v e s  a  c a l c u l a t e d  r i s k .

I t  speeds d e s c e n t  a n d  escape f r o m  a  dange r  a r e a ,  b u t  g r e a t l y

increases haze rds  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .

A c l i m b e r  i n  a  l o c a t i o n  exposed i n  t h e  c l i m b e r ' s  sense
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o f  t h e  wo rd  b u t  m o d e r a t e l y  s a f e  f r o m  seve re  l i g h t n i n g

hazards c o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e  a  m i n o r  shock  w h i c h  wou ld  cause

him t o  f a l l .  T h u s  h e  s h o u l d  be  t i e d  i n t o  a  s e c u r e  a n c h o r.

Since h i s  t i e - i n  r o p e  t o  t h e  ancho r  p o i n t  w i l l  b e  a  c o n -

d uc to r  t o  some e x t e n t ,  t h e  r o p e  s h o u l d  l i e  a c r o s s  r a t h e r

than a l o n g  p o s s i b l e  p a t h s  o f  g round  c u r r e n t s  t o  p r e v e n t

a l a r g e  p o t e n t i a l  f r o m  d e v e l o p i n g  between t h e  ancho r  p o i n t

and t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c l i m b e r .  T h e  r o p e  s h o u l d  c e r t a i n l y

no t  g o  t o  a  c h e s t  s l i n g ,  w h i c h  wou ld  cause a n y  c u r r e n t s

to  f l o w  t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a r t  and  s p i n a l  c o r d  ( s e e  n e x t  s e c t i o n ) .

Any measure t a k e n  t o  p r e v e n t  i n j u r y  f r o m  l i g h t n i n g

w i l l  i n v o l v e  m i n i m i z a t i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  f r o m

one p a r t  o f  t h e  body  t o  a n o t h e r .  T h u s  t h e  b e s t  body  p o s -

i t i o n  i s  a  c r o u c h ,  i n  a  l o c a t i o n  a s  i n  P i g . l .  T h e  f e e t

should be  k e p t  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  p r e f e r a b l y  o n  a  s m a l l

d ry  r o c k  o r  o t h e r  i n s u l a t o r  s u c h  as  a  pack  o r  r o p e ,  a n d

the  hands k e p t  o f f  t h e  g round  (IMPORTANT). A  m e t a l  p a c k -

frame may be  used  t o  g r e e t  advantage b y  l a y i n g  i t  o n  t h e

ground and  s q u a t t i n g  on  i t - - a n y  c u r r e n t s  wou ld  t e n d  t o  pass

through t h e  m e t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  b o d y.  A n  i c e  a x  c e r t a i n l y

should n o t  be  worn  o n  a  pack  o n  t h e  b a c k  p o i n t i n g  u p ,  b u t

the re  i s  n o  r e a s o n  t o  t h r o w  away t h e  ace o r  o t h e r  s m a l l

meta l  o b j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  c l i m b i n g  hardware,  s i n c e  t h e s e

items may be  needed l a t e r  and  t h e y  d o  n o t  " a t t r a c t "  l i g h t -

n i ng  when i n  a  pack  o r  o n  t h e  b o d y.  A  l i g h t n i n g  d i s c h a r g e

i s  much more l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  f r o m  t h e  body  i t s e l f  t h a n

- 8 7  -



f r o m  a  s m a l l  o b j e c t  w o r n  o n  t h e  p e r s o n .

P h y s i o l o g y

E l e c t r i c a l  c u r r e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y  may c a u s e  n o t

o n l y  b u r n s  b u t  a l s o  i n v o l u n t a r y  m u s c l e  c o n t r a c t i o n , s t o p -

page o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  i m p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  b r a i n  a n d

o t h e r  c o n s e q u e n t  m a l f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  b o d y  s u c h  a s  c e s s a t -

i o n  o f  b r e a t h i n g .  T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  damage d e p e n d s  o n  t h e

a m p l i t u d e  a n d  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n d  o n  t h e  p a t h  o f

t h e  f l o w  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y .  W h e n  a  p e r s o n  i s  s t r u c k  d i r e c t -

l y ,  t h e  c u r r e n t s  P r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  s o  l a r g e  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r

wha t  t h e  p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y  may  b e ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e

f a t a l ,  b u t  g r o u n d  c u r r e n t s  a r e  m u c h  w e a k e r ,  a n d  t h e  p a r t i c -

u l a r  c u r r e n t  p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y  makes a  s i g n i f i c a n t

d i f f e r e n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c u r r e n t  f r o m  h a n d  t o  h a n d  w i l l

pass t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a r t ,  s p i n a l  c o r d  a n d  v i t a l  o r g a n s  a n d

may b e  f a t a l ;  b u t  t h e  same c u r r e n t  f r o m  f o o t  t o  k n e e  o f

t h e  same l e g  i s  n o t  s o  b a d .  F i r s t  a i d  may  i n c l u d e  h e a r t

massage, a r t i f i c i a l  r e s p i r a t i o n ,  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t r a u m a t i c

shock ,  h y p o t h e r m i a  a n d  b u r n s .  M o u n t a i n e e r s  s h o u l d  b e

f a m i l a r  w i t h  s u c h  t r e a t m e n t s  a n d  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  a d m i n i s t e r

them.

R e p r i n t e d  f r o m :  M o u n t a i n  S e a r c h  a n d  R e s c u e  Te c h n i q u e s .
W. G .  M a y.  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  Rescue  G r o u p .  p p .  1 6 - 2 2 ,
1972.
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by  H e l e n  B u t l i n g

A t  L a k e ,  9 , 9 5 0  f e e t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  P i o n e e r  P e a k s ,  N o r t h
West o f  L a k e  B o n n i e  2rem.

S t a n l e y  L a k e ,  1 8 9 0 - 1 9 6 9

S t a n l e y  L a k e  w a s  b o r n  i n  Qugbec .  A t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 9

he t r a v e l l e d  t o  A l b e r t a  w h e r e  h e  w o r k e d  f o r  f o u r t e e n

y e a r s ,  f i r s t  d r i v i n g  a  t e a m  o f  h o r s e s  f o r  t h e  J o h n s o n

B r o t h e r s  o n  a  l o g g i n g  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  l a t e r  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e

McKay

I n  1 9 2 3  S t a n l e y  L a k e  moved  t o  J o h n s o n s  L P n d i n g .

Two y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  m a r r i e d  E t h e l  Rowe a n d  t o o k  o v e r  t h e

W a l t e r  G a r d n e r  f a r m  s t  t h e  L a n d i n g  w h e r e  h e  l i v e d  u n t i l

h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 6 9 .

There  h e  r a n  a  m i x e d  f a r m ,  g r o w i n g  f r u i t  a n d  v e g -

e t a b l e s ,  r a i s i n g  c a t t l e , a n d  h a r v e s t i n g  a  g o o d  c r o p  o f

hay e a c h  y e a r .  S t a n l e y  L a k e  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r s ,  g s l t e r

Gardner  a n d  W i l l i a m  H o l m g r e n ,  p r o s p e c t e d  a n d  t r a p p e d

e x t e n s i v e l y  u p  F r y  C r e e k .  T h e y  a l s o  s p e n t  many h o u r s

w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  t r a i l  a n d  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  b r i d g e s .  T h e

Lakes r e a r e d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  t w o  g i r l s  a n d  t w o  b o y s .  A l v i n ,

t h e  e l d e s t  b o y ,  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  some o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p e r t y

and R o y  a l s o  l i v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .

E t h e l  L a k e  remembers  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 3 3

when S t a n l e y  w e n t  t o  N e l s o n  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e i r  f i r s t  o u t b o a r d



l a u n c h ,  h e  f a i l e d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  d a y  t h a t  w a s  p l P n n e d .

A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  v e r y  c o l d  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  i c e  o n  t h e

l a k e ,  E t h e l  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  i c e  w a s  m a k i n g  i t

i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  h i m  t o  g e t  home;  s h e  s e n t  a  t e l e g r a m

v i a  L a r d e a u  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  O n  a n o t h e r

occasion when t h e y  were t r a v e l l i n g  i n  t h e  b o a t ,  E t h e l

had one o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  h e r,  wrapped i n  a  shawl .

Somehow, t h e  end o f  t h e  shawl g o t  caught i n  t h e  engine

and was r a p i d l y  be ing  wound up .  E t h e l  had t h e  presence

of mind t o  q u i c k l y  unwrap t h e  baby and a l l  was w e l l .

Stanley Lake d i e d  where he  loved  t o  b e - - o u t  i n  t h e

f i e l d s .  H e  w i l l  be  remembered always a s  a  herd  working,

gracious man who cont r ibu ted  much t o  t h e  community i n

which he l i v e d .  I t  seems v e r y  f i t t i n g  t h a t  a  mountain

in  t h e  a r e a  should b e a r  h i s  name.



WOK REVIEW

CLIMB TO THE LOST WORLD, H a m i s h  A a c I n n e s ,  H a r m o n d s w o r t h ,
l i d d l e s e x :  P e n g u i n  B o o k s  L t d . ,  1 9 7 6 ,  $ 2 . 9 5 ,  2 3 0  p p . ,
16 p p .  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  p a p e r b o u n d .

A f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e  BBC f i l m  " R o r a i m a — t h e  L o s t  W o r l d "

a t  a  KMC f i l m  s h o w  l a s t  M a r c h ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  a  l o o k

a t  H a m i s h  I a c I n n e s '  w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .

F o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  who  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h e  f i l m ,  I  c a n  s a y

t h a t  R o r a i m a  i s  a  9 , 1 0 0  f t .  p l a t e a u  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n

o f  Guyana ,  B r a z i l ,  a n d  Ve n e z u e l a  a n d  i s  o n l y  5
0  n o r t h  o f
t h e  E q u a t o r .  I n  1 9 7 3  M a c I n n e s  w a s  p a r t  o f  a n  e x p e d i t i o n

i n c l u d i n g  J o e  B r o w n ,  D o n  W h i l l a n s ,  l a k e  Thompson,

A n t h o i n e  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  made t h e  f i r s t  a s c e n t  o f  t h e

prow o f  R o r a i m a  f r o m  t h e  Guyana  s i d e .  I n  c l i m b i n g  t h e

n e a r - v e r t i c a l  f a c e ,  t h e y  e n d u r e d  i n c e s s a n t  r a i n ,  j u n g l e

s l i m e ,  s c o r p i o n s  a n d  s p i d e r s  a n d  d i s h e a r t e n i n g  l o g i s t i c a l

p r o b l e m s .

I  f o u n d  M a c I n n e s '  e f f o r t  t o  b e  a  t y p i c a l  c l i m b i n g

book w i t h  p r e d i c t a b l e  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  r a t h e r  b o r i n g

a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  c l i m b i n g  i t s e l f .  P e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  p o r t i o n s

c o n c e r n  t h e  l e g e n d s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  p e a k  ( I t  w a s  t h e  s e t t i n g

f o r  Conan  D o y l e ' s  L o s t  W o r l d )  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d

g e o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  H a m i s h  M a c I n n e s  a l s o

g i v e s  t h e  r e a d e r  some i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s

o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  t h e  i r a s c i b l e  D o n  W h i l l a n s  a n d  A o  A n t h o i n e ,

who seems  t o  h a v e  d o n e  m o s t  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g .  T h e  a u t h o r
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h i m s e l f  emerges  P s  a  s o r t  o f  w i l d  w i z a r d  o f  t h e  N o r t h

w i t h  a  f i n e  s e n s e  o f  i r o n y  a n d  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o t P t i o n

f o r  a n y  o c c a s i o n .

My g r a v e s t  r e s e r v a t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  b o o k  i s  t h  t  t h e

e n t i r e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  f i l m  c r e w ,  s e e m s  t o

have b e e n  m o u n t e d  e s  a  m o n e y - m a k i n g  e n d e a v o r .  T h e

c o m m e r c i T l i z a t i o n  o f  b i g • - t i m e  m o u n t a i n e e r i n g  v e n t u r e s

seems t o  b e  P n  e s t a b l i s h e d  p e r t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s c e n e .

Kim K r a t k y
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The E d i t o r  w i s h e s  t o  t h e n k  e l l  t h o s e  who  c o n t r i b u t e d

m a t e r i e l  t o  t h e  1 9 7 7  K a r e b i n e r .

Many t h a n k s  g o  t o  DPve  S n i d e r  who  p r i n t e d  a n d  p r o -

duced t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  j o u r n P l .

Pho tos  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  P e t e r  A c I v e r ,  D a v e  S n i d e r ,  a n d

J u l i e  M o r t i m e r .

L e s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  t h e  E d i t o r  i s  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e

a s s i s t a n c e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  members o f  t h e  •

K a r a b i n e r  C o m m i t t e e :  H e l e n  3 u t l i n g ,  J a n i c e  I s e a c  ( w h o

d i d  much  o f  t h e  t y p i n g  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  o r g s n i z P t i o n a l

w o r k ) ,  P e g g y  L e  P a g e ,  P a t  R i d g e ,  D a v e  S n i d e r ,  P n d  E i l e e n

S t e i n .
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J u l y  2 5 ,  1977  P h o t o  b y  P e t e r  7 Ic Ive r
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CROSS COUNTRY
SALES

FINE SELECTION O F  QUALITY EQUIPMENT
RENTALS

COMPLETE OUTFIT  O F  SKIS, BOOTS, POLES GAITERS
FULL DAY H A L F  DAY

ADULTS 5 . 5 0  3 . 0 0
KIDS 4 . 0 0  2 . 0 0

LESSONS AND TOURS AVAILABLEALPINE TOURING
SALES
_ -  FEATURING RAMER BINDINGS, TRUCKER SKIS,
- C O L L - T E X  S K I N SRENTALS

SKIS, BINDINGS
CLIMBING SKINS
AVALANCHE PIEPS

8.00/DAY
2.00/DAY
2.00/DAY

OPEN 8 3 0  TO 5  39  F R I D A Y S  T I L L 9 0 0
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS P H O N E  3 6 2 - 7 7 1 0
LOCATED I N  R A M
I
S  H E A D  
I N N ,  
R E D  
M T
N  
S K
I  
A R
E A
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S I LVE RIP P Sports Shop LTD.

4 8 8  B A K E R  S T.  •  N E L S O N ,  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A  •  P H O N E  3 5 2 - 2 3 3 2  * 1 4

WE CARRY A N  EXTENSIVE L I N E  O F :

-  L i g h t w e i g h t  b a c k p a c k i n g  e q u i p m e n t

-  C r o s s - c o u n t r y ,  m o u n t a i n  t o u r i n g  s k i s ,  b i n d i n g s

-  O u t d o o r  c l o t h i n g  a n d  c l i m b i n g  b o o t s

INCLUDING:

*  GERRY COLORADO *  J A N  SPORT C A M P  T R A I L S  *  G A L I B I E R  BOOTS *

SNOWPACK
SPECIALISTS I N  CROSS COUNTRY S K I I N G

RENTALS R E P A I R S  L E S S O N S

SALES I N
S k i l o m  B o n n a  *  K i k u t  *  A l f a  *  S i l v r e t t a

P o l a r g u a r d  P a r k a s  *  V e s t s  *  W o o l  K n i c k e r s

Watch f o r  M o u n t a i n  To u r i n g  E q u i p m e n t

-  -  November  1 9 7 8

Dan & Sandy Babin

308 Victoria St.
Nelson, B.C., V1L4K4
352:64:11.



r
.
„
cest cITMb 4170()Nci
OtiR ONkatTQN2•\\/

00M11100

More than most people,
you mountaineers perhaps
have a better perspective on

the environment. Certainly
you have a direct interest in

the condition of the land.
and in keeping a firm grip on

it!
At Cominco, we do our best to be

a productive part of society and to
protect the land, a i r  and water bor-

dering our operations. A t  our Trail
Cperations, for example, we've been

involved in environmental control pro-
grams since the early 1930
1
s, a  t i m e

when most people didn't know what the
word ecology meant.

If you have a couple hours free some week-
day, come look us over. Ask about our envir-

onmental control programs. We think you'll
be impressed.



I m p o r t e r s  o f :

L i g h t w e i g h t  Te n t s
Down B a g s  a n d  J a c k e t s

Pack f r ames  a n d  P a c k s a c k s
S t o v e s  a n d  C o o k  K i t s

Emergency S i g n a l s
C l i m b i n g  H a r d w a r e
Rescue E q u i p m e n t
Ropes a n d  H e l m e t s

I c e  A x e s  a n d  Crampons
Av a l a n c h e  P r o b e s

Cross  C o u n t r y  S k i s
C l i m b e r s  a n d  To u r i n g  H a r n e s s e s

C l i m b i n g  B o o t s

Equ ipmen t  m o u n t e d  a n d  R e p a i r s
made e x c l u s i v e l y  b y  SPECIALISTS

C l o t h i n g  d e s i g n e d  f o r  C l i m b i n g
and C r o s s  C o u n t r y  S k i i n g

S i n c e  1 9 4 9
E x c l u s i v e  S p o r t s w e a r  a n d  E q u i p m e n t

B a n f f  a n d  L a k e  L o u i s e

Box 3 1 0  -  B a n f f  -  Canada  -  TOL OCO
phone 7 6 2 - 2 3 4 3
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ROPE S
H A R D W A R E

H I K I N G

J A N S P O
R T

A L L  C A M P I N G  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

I F  we haven't
gcyt i t

W E ' L L  g e t  i t
for you

Phone
3 5 2 - 2 9 2 5 _3 2 I _VERNON ST. _NELSON






